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30th October 2014

Good Evening its 5PM, this is Radio Miraya News with Agole Alex
The Headlines

· SPLA and Opposition forces claim control of Bentiu

· National Healing, Peace and Reconciliation committee completes training of peace mobilizers in Yei. 

AND 

· Two teak companies in CES in conflict over logging contracts.

Days after fighting resumed in Unity State, the government and opposition are both claiming control of Bentiu. 

The oil-rich town has been the scene of clashes since Sunday and reports say it has exchanged hands over the past few hours.

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says fighting on Wednesday lasted up to four hours.

Aguer says the SPLA is in control of Bentiu and Rubkona. 

Clip…………Aguer Bentiu 1
“After the heavy attack on Bentiu yesterday and the fighting that lasted for 4 hours, the SPLA is in full from those areas”. 
Spokesperson of the opposition forces Brig Lul Ruai Koang however says the opposition is in full control of Bentiu.

Clip……………Lul Ruai Bentiu 2
“That is correct, I can confirm to you that we are in full control of Bentiu, we are consolidating we are trying to make sure there is no security vacuum and this is exactly what we are doing now. We are still committed to the 

IGAD special envoys have condemned the recent fighting. 

In a statement the envoys are calling on the SPLA in the opposition to cease hostilities and for the government to demonstrate restraint. 

The envoys say the fighting, which comes at the start of a fresh round of talks in Ethiopia, further reveals that the opposition has not yet abandoned the option of war. 

IGAD is calling on the wider international community to put pressure on both parties to commit to peace dialogue and abandon the option of war.
The committee for National Healing, Peace and Reconciliation is appealing to the public to support the work of peace mobilizers. 

The call comes as the committee concludes a one month training of lead trainers in Yei County, Central Equatorial State. 

The secretary general of the committee, Rev. Bernard Suwa says the participants shared their experiences and will share their acquired knowledge with peace mobilizers from all the ten states.

Clip…………….Bernard Suwa 3

“The four weeks has been an opportunity for us, we have created space for one another to be able to appreciate that we have all suffered not just one particular group but all of us. And therefore to be able to appreciate the loss of the other person has been quite a revelation to our people here and therefore that is what we are going out with.That at the end of the day all of us have been victims of this war and therefore we need to approach it in that perspective, that are together again we can begin to minister healing and reconciliation to one another
Tomorrow (Friday) is the deadline for all customs and clearing agents to streamline their businesses.

The customs office in the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning gave the agents till the 31st of this month to ensure they have valid licenses. 

Applications are available at the Ministry at a cost of 500 SSP. 

A Director in the taxation department, Joshua Agwiet says new conditions have been put in place to improve and develop the collection of non-oil revenues. 

Clip…………………… Joshua Agwiet 4
“Old licenses are invalid by the thirty first of this month and businessmen should reorganize their work, we have a form for new clearances any clearing agency is responsible for the good and businessman agent , this man is supposed to have an office and a bank account and should have a south Sudan nationality”.

It is over two weeks since a fuel shortage hit Juba town.

Long queues of motorists can still be sighted at fuel stations. 

Reech Malual visited afew of the stations and now reports

Clip………………………….Reech’s fuel report 5
**********************************************

“I visited Queen Petroleum at Buluk near Kenya Commercial Bank, where I saw cars, motorcycles and businessmen standing in long queues to get fuel for their daily businesses. The fuel seekers have told radio Miraya that almost all petrol stations do not have either diesel or petrol in Juba.

One of the citizens in the queue Mubarak Philip said that they are seeing fuel tankers entering Juba town but still there is still a shortage.

Roll clip…. Fuel tankers enter anytime and may the fuel dealers are the ones hiding those fuel tankers, I mean the owners of fuel stations, because you can see tankers entering from sherikat but, where are these fuel tankers going, is not known.

A motor bike rider Mubarak Philip also urges the government to look into the issue 

Roll clip…I urge the government to look in to the issue of fuel particularly economic concern security because the tankers are coming in and still there is no fuel we don’t know what is happening with those tankers entering with fuel.

Radio Miraya has not been able to speak with the fuel dealers as they were not readily available.  Nile-Petroleum last week reported it had ordered a consignment of 150 tankers from neighbouring Kenya to ease the shortage.  I am Reech Malual for radio Miraya news.

This news comes from Radio Miraya

A timber company in Central Equatoria State has gone to court over a logging contract in Lainya County. 

The Central Equatoria Teak Company in Lainya County argues that the Central Equatoria State government unlawfully terminated its contract in the Loka Teak Forest. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya has more in this report. 

Clip…………………………Chaplain’s report 6
***********************************************

“The Central Equatoria Teak Company accuses the state government of signing an agreement with a new Company - Rubena Ladu Import and Export Company, granting them full authorization to harvest timber in the Loka forest. The teak company says it has been served with a termination notice effective August this year, despite signing an agreement of 32 years with the National Ministry of Agriculture. The company’s director Coco Fergusson says they have taken the matter to court.  

Clip for Scopus. “We have issued a request to public prosecutor in Yei and we are still waiting for a reply from the court. We signed a contract with the national government for thirty two years and now a different authority is issuing a contract in complete contravention with the national government.  So we have never been allowed to harvest in Loka, despite building a nursery and yet without any public tender or notice, other companies are now allowed to come in without doing any planting and are now shipping two containers three containers a day.”

The Central Equatoria State Minister of Agriculture and Forestry Jacob K Lupai confirms they have entered into a 20 year agreement with a local company and has directed the Central Equatoria Teak Company to cease operations.

Lupai says an assessment established that the foreign company failed to perform its duties and its contract should therefore be terminated. 

Clip for Jacob K Lupai Huda. “Central Equatoria Company signed an agreement with the national government way back in 2007, and this company has been operating with a number of problems from the communities so the central government formed a committee to go and investigate this company, so the commute came out with a very comprehensive report pointing out all the weaknesses of the company and at the recommended that their contract be terminated. We are ready to face the court with this company”

The Director of Rubena Ladu Import and Export Company says the case is being referred from Yei River County to Juba, in the meantime Rubena Ladu continues operations in the forest.  I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya news.

Police in Northern Bahr el Ghazal have stepped up security operations in Aweil Town.  

The State Police commissioner, Maj. Gen. Akot Deng Akot says action is being taken following an increase in insecurity in the State capital.   

Akot says they will target night clubs and all public places. 

In a related development, Police in Northern Bahr el Ghazal are cracking down on unlicensed vehicles and motorcycles. 

The Police commissioner says unlicensed motorists and vehicles in a dangerous mechanical condition were responsible for the increasing number of traffic accidents over the past month. 

Clip …………………….. Akot Deng motorists 7
“We have not left a bicycle, or did we leave the motorbike nor did we leave a vehicle but we did not give a fine to any person. If your bicycle has no break, we take it here, if it has no light, we take here and what we tell you is that you go to the market and bring its break, bring its light and take yours. The same thing to motorbike and the same thing to the vehicle. We do not judge a person nor do we take the person to court. We just want your bicycle to have break; we want your motorbike to have light and good; we want you vehicle to have lights you connect your things and go. Why? because our work is to prevent the crime.”

In regional news, protesters have set fire to the Parliament in Burkina Faso, protesting plans to allow the country’s President Blaise Compaore to extend his 27-year-rule. 

About 1,500 people breached the security cordon at parliament. Five people were killed in the protests. 

Media reports say the city hall and ruling party headquarters are also in flames. 

MPs have been forced to suspend the vote on changing the constitution to allow Mr Compaore to stand for re-election next year. 

A huge crowd is surging towards the presidential palace and the main airport has been shut.
Nigerian President Good luck Jonathan has confirmed he will run again in February's elections. 

The announcement comes as he faces mounting criticism over his inadequate efforts to clear Boko Haram insurgency and its abduction of more than 200 schoolgirls.

The militants are reported to have seized control of the north-eastern town of Mubi. 

The alleged government ceasefire agreement with Boko Haram earlier this month is supposed to lead to the release of the schoolgirls. 
Thousands of people have fled from the rebels' held areas  since the start of the conflict.
And in sports,

A section of football clubs in Juba are calling for the finals of the National premier league to be played in Juba. 

The Zone A clubs are concerned that the Football association has designated Wau as the venue for the final round of the competition. 

They argue that they do not have enough fans in Wau.
The general secretary of the football association, William Akot says Wau local football association had requested to host the second stage of the tournament.

Clip……………….Akot Wau 8
“In actual fact wau local football association requested to allow them stage the second round in wau , according to them the Governor will be able to sponsor accommodation, feeding of the four teams that will be playing in round two in Wau , of course being a member of south Sudan football association defiantly the board Sayed yes the second round be played in Wau, of course it’s not a mas that it should always be played in Juba but football can be played any were within south Sudan provided that theirs a standard stadium any local football stadium with stadium can request and this can be given no problem
To end the news once again the main stories 

· SPLA and Opposition forces claim control of Bentiu

· National Healing, Peace and Reconciliation committee completes training of peace mobilizers in Yei. 

AND 

· Two teak companies in CES in conflict over logging contracts.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, Am Agole Alex
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