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Good Evening, it’s 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Agole Alex.
The Headlines

· Twenty civilian bodies recovered following clashes between government and opposition forces in Bentiu  

· Government says still committed to peace negotiations with the opposition
· Remains of former Central Bank Governor expected on Monday
The bodies of 20 civilians have been found in two locations following renewed fighting in Bentiu, Unity State.

Unity State Information Minister Peter Makoth Malual tells Radio Miraya the bodies were found inside a church and at the house of the Koch county commissioner. 

Malual says the government forces are pursuing the opposition forces and assessing the outcome of the clashes to establish the actual extent of casualties.

Malual: “Our forces yesterday were searching the area to count the numbers of the dead and the wounded. They found dead bodies of innocent civilians in two areas, 10 bodies inside a church and 13 others in the house of the commissioner of Koch county. All are civilians, killed by the attacking forces. Search operations continue to know the number of the dead and the wounded.”

Meanwhile, army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says Bentiu town is now calm after days of clashes.

Aguer says the military hospital in Juba is receiving a number of wounded government soldiers.

Aguer: “The SPLA is in full control of Bentiu and continues to survey areas around Bentiu town, but from yesterday to date the town is calm. Some soldiers were wounded in the clashes and brought from Bentiu to Juba and are now receiving treatment in the military hospital, of course. Flights continue normally to Bentiu.”

Aguer has also explained the gunshots heard in the Jebel area of Juba at around 8 o’clock last evening.

He says the shots were fired when an army and police patrol intercepted suspected criminals in Jabarouna near Al Giyada.

Aguer: “That was a clash between armed criminals  with a night convoy  in Jabarrona  area  we are still waiting for  a report from the  joint patrol.”
The government says it will not pull out of the peace talks, despite fresh attacks in Bentiu.
The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, says President Kiir has instructed the delegation in Ethiopia to continue with dialogue. 

Ateny:  “The President of the republic is not willing to pull out of the negotiating in Addis Ababa what soever the case. There is political negotiating taking place and then the government forces are under attack consecutively from rebels. That will be triggered from the negotiating table as we embark on resolving this political crisis peacefully. We urge the United Nations, the EU, the Troika, and the entire international community to give credit or condemn who deserve credit or condemnation. The President resolves to bring peace to South Sudan. Our people deserve peace now not tomorrow or after tomorrow.”

Meanwhile, Canada has announced sanctions on two commanders on opposing sides of the conflict. 

A statement on the country’s Foreign Affairs website says restrictions have been imposed on Marial Chanuong, Commander, of the Presidential Guard Unit, and opposition commander Peter Gadet. 
Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird announced the sanctions were for targeting of civilians based on ethnicity. European nations and the United States have already imposed sanctions on Chanuong and Gadet.
The Director for the Centre for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba, Luka Biong Deng is calling on African Union to endorse the report of the AU Commission of Enquiry on South Sudan in order to bring those who committed atrocities to book.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, on the impact of the fighting in Bentiu on the peace talks in Ethiopia, Biong says the African Union should come in strongly to ensure those who continue to violate the cessation of hostilities in South Sudan face justice.

Clip………………..Luka Biong AU 5
“I would like to echo the following: it would be important for the African Union to come in massively. This of sanctions and bringing to book those who committed atrocities is coming so important. And I want to highlight one point the fact that the African Union Commission of Enquiry for South Sudan headed by former President of Nigeria, President Obasanjo, I think they have now almost completed the report. It is the high time for African Union to endorse this report because the report is implying that it is going to come out with a clear detail of who committed these atrocities as of December 15th and these people should be brought to book.”

Biong is also urging IGAD to implement sanctions on the violators of the cessation of hostilities agreement.

Clip………………………Luka Biong IGAD 6
“The focus now is the peace in our country. But it is true IGAD has the leverage because what do you have if people are actually violating the cessation of hostilities causing more human suffering I think it is become more important for these sanctions to be effective for those who violate the cessation of hostilities causing this havoc and more human suffering in South Sudan.”

The South Sudan Human Rights Commission is calling on the warring parties to refrain from any further attacks.  
In a statement following the resumption of fighting in Bentiu, the Commission has made a particular call to the SPLA in the Opposition to respect of commitments made in Addis Ababa and Arusha Tanzania.  
The statement signed by commission chairperson Lawrence Korbandy says once again the hopes of the people of South Sudan and the International community has been deliberately ignored.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has also sent out a message condemning the resumption of hostilities between the government and opposition forces.  

The Secretary-General calls upon President Salva Kiir and Riek Machar to cease immediately all military operations and reminds them of their obligation to protect civilians and respect international humanitarian law. 

A similar statement has been issued by the United States Department of State, condemning in the strongest terms the latest attacks by the opposition forces in and around Bentiu. 
The statement calls on both parties to ensure their forces refrain from further actions and cautions that no party should use the latest attacks as an excuse not to engage in the peace process and negotiations for a political transition.
There has been a call to raise awareness about the dangers of sexual exploitation and abuse among children in schools.

The call was made during a sensitization workshop conducted by the UN Mission – UNMISS at Juba girls’ secondary school today.

Radio Miraya’s Lucy Jubara has more in this report
Clip……………………………..Lucy’s report 7

****************************************

“The awareness campaign was conducted by the Conduct and Discipline unit of the UN Mission UNMISS. The girls were sensitized on the hazards and forms of abuse. UNMISS officer for monitoring in the Conduct and discipline Thomas Lopai says the program aims to raise awareness on hazards of sexual exploitation and abuse for girls in the secondary schools and impact of these issues on the future of girls.

Roll clip……………………………………………….Thomas

“We noticed from their questions and experience that actually these issue happen in the society and the community should be aware and able to discipline the concept of sexual exploitation and abuse and they understood what we talked about from the questions and answers we asked and we felt we should come to this school”.

On her part the headmistress of the school, Henrietta Yuasa said girls are the most vulnerable in the community. She said such programs are vital in giving them guidance to protect themselves. 

Roll clip ……………………………………. Henrietta

Students because they are one targeted for sexual abuse This program is very useful))

We appreciate the conduction of this program here and I ask you to continue the program.))

One of the students says they have been given a better understanding of the concept of sexual exploitation and abuse. 

Roll clip………………………………………………….student 

“What we heard from you today is very important and we need to be vigilant as we saw in the drama also as mentioned by some students who have got no money they should listen and be careful”.

There are concerns that cases of sexual exploitation continue to occur and go unreported because of ignorance and some social traditions. I am Lucy Jubara  for Radio Miraya News

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Authorities say calm has returned to Rumbek following reports of fighting early this week.

The commissioner of Rumbek Center also care taker of Rumbek East , Mawet Manuer describes the security situation in the two counties as normal for the last three days. Commissioner Manuer noted that the county authorities are working to track down the suspects.

Roll clip………………………..Mawet Manuer

“We are now trying now to apprehend culprits who killed chiefs and also those who killed in that clashes, we are trying to apprehend them so that we brought them to the law.”

Meanwhile the commissioner of Panyijar County in Unity state is in Rumbek to discuss issues related to border security. William Nyun Jok says his visit aims at making peace and reconciliation.

Clip………………….William Nyun

“So we urge our citizens to be doing that from their previous attitudes, which if the citizens or the civilians from lakes state if they want to go to panyijar they can go they will not fear. The same the people from Panyijar County they will come to Rumbek center as they are now staying in Amonpiny ,some of them they are Rumbek ,some of them they are in Rumbek north, so that there is free movement.”

Tributes have started coming in for the former Central Bank Governor.

Elijah Malok Aleng died at a Nairobi hospital on Thursday at the age of 77.

The cause of death has not been revealed.  

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual

Clip……………………Reech Report 10
***********************************************

“Elijah Malok Aleng was born on 28 November 1937 in Baaidit, Bor South in Jonglei State.  He originally comes from the Awulian clan of Twic East County formerly known as Bor north.  Malok Aleng fought in the liberation war against the Khartoum government during the Anyanya one movement and was one of the founding members of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). He had two masters degrees in Economics and was elected a Member of Parliament (MP) representing Bor North territorial constituency in the regional parliament of Sudan in May 1982.

The MP from Twic East, Deng Dau Deng says Elijah Malok made a major contribution to the history of the country.

Roll clip……Uncle Elijah was a liberator a father and a leader he has sacrificed his time usefully when he was youth he went to Anyanya one he fought and he also helped shaped the history of this country.

Elijah Malok oversaw the launching of the South Sudan national currency. He was relieved from the governorship of the central bank in August 2011 and replaced with current governor Kornilio Koryom Mayiik. Aleng is survived by 13 children and grandchildren. His remains are expected in the country on Monday.  I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News”.

In regional news, 

Burkina Faso President Blaise Compoare is no longer in power. 

The announcement was made by an army spokesman who was addressing demonstrators in the capital, Ouagadougou. 

President Compaore’s resignation has also been announced on State television and was met with cheers from opposition-led protestors who were against plans to allow him to extend his 27-year-rule when his term of office expires in November next year. 

Compaore had said he would hand over power after serving another one year in power. 10 people have been reported killed since start of the protest on Thursday

And in sports, 

Samuel Pawon is here with more

Clip…………Pawon sports update 11
********************************

“In the ongoing governors football tournament in torit Eastern Equatoria state, young stars FC defeated liberty 2-nil last evening at torit west playground while at the Torit freedom square , Super Eagle FC got three free points after Imatong  FC did not turn up.  In the division one football championship, in Yambio freedom boys won its match against ekwa team 3-1 at the budway stadium. In today’s matches young generation FC takes on Rabita at torit west and volcano plays Red bull at freedom square, while in Yambio mokongo united take on Rhino FC at budway stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News”. 

To end the news once again the main stories 

· 20 civilian bodies recovered following clashes between government and opposition forces in Bentiu.

· Government says still committed to peace negotiations with the opposition.
AND 

· Remains of former Central Bank Governor expected on Monday. 
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, Am Agole Alex
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