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Good Evening, Its 5:00 PM, this is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo

The Headlines
· Army confirms more than 20 casualties in Lakes State clashes with youth.  

· Government and opposition trade accusations over fresh attacks in Bentiu. 
AND 
· Authorities agree to ensure protection of South Sudanese nationals crossing into Sudanese territory.  

The army has confirmed that more than twenty soldiers of different ranks were killed by armed Youth from Rumbek North County of lakes states. 

Last week’s fighting occurred on Friday in a cattle camp in the Malek area, forty miles from Rumbek town. 

Army spokesman Col. Philip Aguer says the cause of the clash is not yet clear and state authorities are expected to report on the issue. 

Clip……………….Aguer soldiers 1

“Yes, SPLA soldiers have been attacked by armed civilians and it is very unfortunate that we have lost number of soldiers and officers but we are still waiting the details of the report but more than twenty SPLA soldiers and officers were lost in that clashes but we are waiting possible today we will know”.

Meanwhile, Aguer has spoken out on the health of the SPLA chief of General staff. 

Aguer has not revealed the condition, but says Lt Gen. Paul Malong Awan is in a stable condition and is receiving treatment abroad. 

Clip…………Aguer chief of staff 2

“The chief of general staff is well, he is continuing with treatment abroad he has travel for further diagnoses and treatment abroad and he has been in contact this morning with his deputies in general headquarters and he is ok he is stable but he is continuing with further medical examination up to yesterday and this morning he is in Kenya that is the information we have. 

The army has reported fresh attacks on its positions in Bentiu, Unity State.  

SPLA spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the clashes occurred in Kilo Teletin (30), around the Unity Oil fields.  

Aguer also says opposition forces were repulsed as they tried to advance in parts of Upper Nile.  

Spokesperson of the opposition military wing, Brigadier Lule Ruai Koang denies their forces carried out the attacks.

Clip………..Lul 3
“I am not aware of any clashes between our forces and government forces either in Unity or in Upper Nile. What I am familiar with is when the government starts accusing us of preparing to attack their positions it is always the opposite.  They will first come out and accuse us of making preparations to attack them when they are actually the ones preparing to attack us, but they preempt their actions to give an impression like we are trying to attack them”.

In Western Equatoria State, the death toll from an attack on a cattle camp in Mundri West has reached 6.  

Acting State Police Commissioner, Brigadier Richard Aban Diing says one woman is also reported missing after armed youth opened fire in a cattle camp in Amadi payam yesterday. 

Diing says security organs are on the ground trying to contain the situation.   

Clip……………………… Aban Diing 4
“The information we got is that at least six cattle keepers were killed and three were wounded, there is a woman also who is at large, hundred cows have come back and then the others people are looking them now. The authorities of Mundri West County and our security organs are looking for those who made that issue but otherwise it was a long issue and earlier we advised the cattle keepers to move back but because of intransigence of other people this thing has happened now”.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Authorities of Renk County and Sudan’s Jabeleen province have reached an agreement to ensure the protection of South Sudanese nationals crossing into Sudanese territory.  

Renk County Commissioner, Lual Deng Chol says he has spoken directly with the commissioner of Jabeleen who revealed that recent cases of arrests and mistreatment were acts of individuals, and not on behalf of the State government.   

Clip………Lual Deng Chol. 5
“This matter was personal actions of army soldiers because I talked with Jabeleen province commissioner bordering us and the authorities assured us that they as a nation are not part of this matter, and what confirms this is those who arrest South Sudanese call for ransom and release them after they receive the money. Through our discussion with him he is ready to resolve the matter with his security locality and promised this issue will not repeat. And this is an opportunity to renew my appeal to our brothers in the White Nile and we have bounded with very long border and we were by one people, we must develop these relations between us. "

Majdi Ahmed Mufadal, Deputy Ambassador of Sudan in Juba says they are yet coordinating with their head office in Khartoum to see that similar incidents do not reoccur in the future. 

Clip…………………Majdi Ahmed Mufadal 6
"We hope to emphasize that we are an embassy did not get a formal letter in this matter and that the official policy in the state since the outbreak of the current crisis is the treatment of the brothers and sisters, the people of Southern Sudan entrants to Sudan treatment in particular taking into account the specificity of diets between the two countries and their peoples, and also the exceptional circumstances experienced by the Republic South Sudan sister so these cases and found that it is an isolated individual cases we will try to investigate reported by official authorities in Khartoum "

Recently two nationals were arrested and allegedly beaten by suspected military officials in Jouda, in Sudan’s West Nile State.
Still in Upper Nile, farmers in Renk County have begun harvesting this year’s sesame seed crop. 

The President of the State farmers union, Deng Kiir says Renk has the largest harvest, because of its fertile soils, compared to other counties in the State. 

Kiir says harvest has gone up from 300,000 acres last season to 500,000 acres this harvest.  

Clip ………………… Deng Kiir 7
“For counties  that have  sesame cultivation, the largest one is Renk can be not less than  five hundred thousand acres  its large ,people nearly to finish harvest, they cut the sesame and now people are starting to erosion and fill in bags, and now also people are on the verge of being ready to harvest corn”.

Kirr however says some of the crop was damaged due to lack of workers to harvest because of the security.

The newly appointed chief whip in the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State legislative assembly has been sworn into office.  

Benson Upuoth Malo was appointed by the Caretaker Governor to replace Daniel Akol Diing who was recently appointed Minister of Parliamentary Affairs in the State government. 

Speaking at the swearing in ceremony, Deputy Governor Salva Chol Ayat advised Malo to act as a vital link between the State government and the legislature.  

Clip………………….Salva Chol Ayat 8
“Something I want to give you as an advice as chief whip of the government, you are responsible of coordination of our activities, the executive and legislature because without you, I think a gap may be created out of nothing. So we are going to stand with you and we are going to listen to you at any time and at any moment that you call for this assistance.”  

Outgoing chief whip, Daniel Akol Diing said Malo is capable of performing effectively. 

Before his appointment, Benson Upuoth Malo chaired the health committee in the State Legislative Assembly.

The government has been asked to preserve the cultures and heritage of the people to safeguard them from extinction.  

This as the Ministry of culture, youth and Sports considers ratifying the UN Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  

Stephen Chifunyise, an expert in cultural policy formulation working with UN cultural organisation UNESCO says heritage and cultures provide identity for the people of South Sudan. 

Chifunyise says the government should put in place measures, to ensure the cultures are preserved. 

Clip………………… Chifunyise 9
“The measures are quiet many, but first would be to research the entire nation among all the ethnic communities to know what they have, whether in Music dance or skills, then go into transmitting that information from older generation to new generation, what we call ‘inter-generational’ transmission. To ensure that the communities can continue to conserve these traditions by practicing them - also safeguarding through research and documentation in form of audio visual, films and books”.

Women running small and medium scale businesses have come together to acquaint themselves on ways of improving their businesses. 

The one day training in Juba is focusing on how the women can access loans and financing to expand their businesses.  

The training is being conducted by the International Finance Corporation in partnership with South Sudan Chamber of Commerce Industry and Agriculture.

Amer Manyok, an executive member Chamber of Women Enterprises explains the challenges women face in accessing loans and financial support.

Clip………………..Amer Manyok 10
“The women of South Sudan are the most hard working people in the Country ,and there are always active and busy,most of them have started their businesses from scratch.When either a World Bank or NIF God touched their hearts that they will support women this time,now we will be ready for it,because it has been years and years we are attending their meetings but nothing is coming out, the same thing with the government it seems like there are going to empower the women economically, socially, you know, but it is not happening”. 

Raj Raina is a consultant in Small and Medium Enterprise Finance with the International Finance Corporation.  

He explains that it is not possible for the Finance Corporation to support individual businesses.

Clip………………..Raj Raina 11
“We have a more wholesale module, today we cannot come into this market and support small directly one on one, but we can make a bigger impacts by going through a Bank for instance a financial institutions, we can for instance go to one of the Local Banks or go through some of  their Regional Banks to reach their Customer base who are usually micro small and medium enterprises. we can help them expand that base it makes a bigger rather than us individually reaching out to one entrepreneur at a time.”    

And in foreign news
American medical workers returning from treating Ebola patients in West Africa will be actively monitored but not placed in quarantine under new US health rules. 

Media reports say the federal guidelines came after a nurse was put in isolation in a tent in New Jersey, a decision condemned by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Meanwhile, Australia has been criticised for a West Africa visa ban.

The current Ebola outbreak in West Africa has infected more than 10,000 people and killed almost 5,000.

People are not contagious until they develop Ebola symptoms and the UN Secretary-General's spokesman said "returning health workers are exceptional people who are giving of themselves for humanity".

To end the news the once again the main stories 

· Army confirms more than 20 casualties in Lakes State clashes with youth.  

· Government and opposition trade accusations over fresh attacks in Bentiu. 

AND 

· Authorities agree to ensure protection of South Sudanese nationals crossing into Sudanese territory.  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, I am Susan Dokolo.
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