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Good Afternoon, Its 1:00 PM, this is Radio Miraya News with Agole Alex
The Headlines

· South Sudanese traders in Uganda’s Moyo District relocate their businesses to Kajo-Keji
· Permanent representative in the United Nations describes small arms as a cancer that must be dealt with.   
AND 

· Central Equatoria and Northern Bahr el Ghazal State legislative assemblies pass state budgets.
South Sudanese traders in Uganda’s Moyo district are relocating their businesses to KajoKejo County in Central Equatoria State.

The relocation follows clashes last month that occurred between citizens of KajoKeji and Moyo District over a piece of land. The tensions left hundreds of people displaced and property destroyed.

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner, Mj. General Henry Danima, says the traders claim their businesses are much safer in KajoKeji 

Clip………….. Henry Danima traders 1
“The Kuku merchants who used to operate in Moyo who opened their shops there they have not been able to open their shops because they say the environment there is not yet safe as it is in Kajokeji so they asked to go and bring their goods home so we assisted them with their colleagues on the other side those who are interested in bringing their goods home so a number of about 48 merchants have transferred their business to Kajokeji.”
The Permanent Representative of South Sudan to the United Nations, Dr. Francis Mading Deng, has asked the international community to support the government to rid communities of deadly small arms.

Dr Mading made the call on Wednesday while addressing the UN Security Council about the situation in South Sudan.

He described the presence small arms in the hands of the population as a cancer that must be tackled urgently.

Clip………………..Dr. Francis Mading Deng 2

“The challenges are formidable for South Sudan, a country that has already been devastated by war for half a century before the latest outbreak of violence. The South Sudanese society has not only been shattered, but has been heavily militarized by small but deadly arms that have been spreading for decades. This cancer needs to be urgently addressed.”

Dr Mading also noted that there is need to sensitize the population about the need for restoring peace, unity and reconciliation and a a broad-based healing process in South Sudan.

The Humanitarian situation in South Sudan remains dire, the Special Representative of the Secretary General for South Sudan Ellen Margrethe Loj, has said.

Addressing the UN Security Council on the situation in South Sudan, the SRSG said that the situation has been worsened by the rainy season, a poor road system and the ongoing conflict.

Ms Løj told the UN Security Council that the UN Mission in South Sudan is committed to ensure that key needs are met. 

Clip………………….. Ellen Margrethe Loj 3

“The humanitarian situation across the country remains dire, around four million people close to a third of the people are facing serious food insecurity, UNMISS will continue to support the humanitarian community to ensure the key needs of the people of South Sudan are met, during the dry season requests are likely to increase for UNMISS to provide force protection to relief convoy and sites where relief items are prepositioned and stored.”

The SRSG also noted that only peace and reconciliation can solve the crisis and encourage the people to return to their homes.

 Clip…………………Ellen Margrethe Loj Peace 4

“No amount of aid can solve the crisis or convince the people to return home only peace and reconciliation can and sadly in the absence of both, the aid operation will have to be sustained if we are to continue to prevent the humanitarian situation from further deterioration.”

The Inter-governmental Authority on Development has announced a ‘breakthrough’ in talks on the outstanding issues in the negotiations between South Sudan’s warring parties.

IGAD chief mediator, Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin, told journalists that a breakthrough was achieved at the Juba mini summit, attended by Uganda’s Prime Minister Ruhakana Rugunda, Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta and Ethiopian Prime Minister 

HaileMariam Desalegn.

Without delving into much detail, Ambassador Mesfin, told journalists that an IGAD summit will be held in Ethiopia next week, to finalize discussions on the outstanding issues.

Clip………………. Seyoum Mesfin 5

“At the Juba consultations a breakthrough has been achieved on the outstanding issues, to be finalized at the next IGAD Summit to be convened next week .The IGAD Heads of State and Government attending the Mini-Summit congratulated President Salva Kiir Mayardit and Dr. Riek Machar for their courageous and visionary leadership in resolving the ongoing crisis in South Sudan,”

This news comes from Radio Miraya

The very best of South Sudan business companies will be celebrated at the inaugural annual Chamber of commerce awards due in December. 

The award, the first of its kind in South Sudan will highlight the role of business as a positive force for recovery and development of local communities.

Addressing a news conference in Juba, Simon Akuei Deng,  the Secretary General Chamber of Commerce Industry and agriculture said the chamber of commerce award is expected to encourage and promote a culture of competitiveness and quality business service  in the country. 

Deng explains what companies need to do, to be recognized for this award. 

Clip…………………- Simon Akuei Deng 6

“ Companies that are manufacturing in South Sudan, companies that are innovative, Companies that are employing South Sudanese to get Job to support their living, companies that are working with communities at their own rights to be able to support Development where ever they are working, Companies that has the best distribution in the Country, those who are able to reached other parts of the Country not only the Urban Centers, Companies that keep compliance,You know,compliance here means following the Ethics of doing that very business in that Sector, compliance that are innovative those who are bringing technology to South Sudan and doing it locally here.’
The Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly has approved the 2014-2015 financial year Budget. 

The budget worth more than 530-millions South Sudanese Pounds will be supported by block transfer grants from the national government.

Miraya’s reporter Sworo Charles Elisha was at the State Parliament and now reports

Clip……………… Sworo Budget Report 7
“Central Equatoria State revenue projections stand at 207 million pounds. Bulk of the budget will go for the payment of salaries and wages.

Pensioners will now have a reason to smile as the parliament has directed the payment of eight million pounds to the pension’s fund that was borrowed to finance the construction of schools and health facilities in some counties.

James Juma Peter, the Chairperson of the Finance and Economic Development Committee in the State Assembly explains that a reserve fund is important to support emergencies. 

CE - 23 October 2014- James Juma Peter 1

“We were able to allocate a reserve fund of 90 million because it is very important that in any budget there should be a reserve fund for other emergencies and unforeseen circumstances. And again we were able to allocate a loan repayment of eight million to solve the problem of the pensioner’s money. So far there is going to be no much problem. If the money is realized, that one can be paid there and then.”

The legislators raised concern about salary arrears of constitutional post holders and former employees of the state. Juma says the issue has been addressed by the budget. 

CE – 23 October 2014 - James Juma Peter 2

“We were able to allocate 12 million for payment of salary arrears of former employees and constitutional post holders. So in all, the total now the budget stands at 536,886, 029.”

Juma says the budget awaits approval by the Governor Central Equatoria state. 

I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.

In Northern Bahr el Ghazal state budget of Two hundred and twelve million South Sudanese pounds has been approved.

The budget was approved yesterday by the state legislative assembly.

Ayii Bol Akol, the state Minister of Finance and economic planning, said the state has prioritized road rehabilitation, education, health, and improvement of physical Infrastructure.  

Clip……………….. Ayii Bol Akol 8
“The main priorities as the government are: the repair of the Roads, another area of priority is health, health employee has been increased, more than three hundred health personnel to be hired. Another priority is the line of Education. The leadership of the state and the Assembly also has prioritized as we need to increase the number of teachers in all the Schools. The other area also we need to attempt, there are many graduates, and there is no employment. So there a portion of the employment that has been projected in the budget. “

The state legislative assembly also passed the appropriation bill on Wednesday.
The UN mission in South Sudan has constructed new protection of civilian sites to control the growing tensions between internally displaced persons.

The spokesperson of the UN Mission in South Sudan, Joe Contreras, told Radio Miraya on Wednesday said that the cramped nature of the living spaces and the poor living conditions has fuelled tensions in the existing camps.

Clip………………Joe Contreras 9
“There are tensions in a number of our camps between groups of internally displaced persons and also from time to time there have been tensions between some IDPs and our own staffs or staffs of humanitarian partner organizations, as you know there are large concentrations of people in relatively cramped physical spaces, the living conditions are not comfortable at all and tensions arise from time to time.”

UNMISS spokesperson however said the tensions are being eased by creating more spaces for the IDPs taking shelter in the UN Compounds. 

Contreras says the new sites with a capacity to accommodate 28, thousand IDPs have been constructed in Juba, Bor and Malakal.

And in regional news, opposition groups in Sudan have sharply criticised President Omar al-Bashir's bid to stand for re-election.  

Bashir's National Congress Party said this week that the 70-year-old, who is wanted by the International Criminal Court for alleged war crimes in Darfur, would stand for another term in 2015.

Abdelqayum Awad, secretary general of the opposition Sudanese Congress, says Bashir’s NCP party has disrespected the 2005 transitional constitution that states that the president can only stand for two terms in office. 

The NCP however argues Bashir was only transitional head of state from 2005 until being elected in 2010, so has only served one term under the new constitution.  

Bashir took power in a 1989 Islamist-backed coup.

To end the news the once again the main stories 

· South Sudanese traders in Uganda’s Moyo District relocate their businesses to kajoKeji

· Permanent representative in the United Nations describes small arms as a cancer that must be dealt with.   

AND 

· Central Equatoria and Northern Bahr el Ghazal State legislative assemblies pass state budgets.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, I am Agole Alex
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