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Good Afternoon, its 1:00 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· South Africa’s Deputy President in Juba for talks with President Kiir
· Fighting rages on in Unity State
· Ministry of Defence and partners launch a campaign against recruitment of child soldiers
South Africa’s Deputy President is in Juba.  

Cyril Ramaphosa flew in this morning to meet with President Salva Kiir in a one-day official visit. 

Spokesperson for the Foreign Affairs Ministry Mawien Ariik says Ramaphosa will also meet with the opposition side in support of the ongoing peace process.  

Mawien: “It is actually adding some facts and some support to the already ongoing talks and it is going to send a message of support on our ideas, initiative and proposal of the government in trying to bring peace. They will also talk to the other side so that the idea here is to speed up the talks and end the conflict as quickly as possible. The country of South Africa will also try to address what they think is the best way to bring the two parties, the government and the opposition together  and ask us to speed up help for the IGAD effort to bring peace.”
Meanwhile, fighting between the government and opposition forces is continuing near Bentiu, in Unity State.

The SPLA reported fresh attacks on its positions in Kilo Teletin (30), around the Unity oil fields.  

Sources in Bentiu say sporadic shelling could be heard throughout the night. 

Army Spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer said the army was fighting in self-defense.  

Aguer: “The rebels have been advancing towards Bentiu and there were clashes in Unity State around Unity oil field in Kilo 30 and we are expecting the rebels to continue their attack on Bentiu. However, the SPLA forces are 100% on maximum alert and they are fighting in self-defense.”

Spokesperson of the opposition military wing, Brigadier Lule Ruai Koang, denies their forces carried out the attacks.

Lul: “I am not aware of any clashes between our forces and government forces either in Unity or in Upper Nile. What I am familiar with is when the government starts accusing us of preparing to attack their positions it is always the opposite.  They will first come out and accuse us of making preparations to attack them when they are actually the ones preparing to attack us, but they preempt their actions to give an impression like we are trying to attack them.”
A campaign against the recruitment of child soldiers is being launched in Juba.  

The ‘Children Not Soldiers Campaign’ is being launched by the Ministry of Defense with support from the United Nations Mission, UNMISS, and UN Children’s Organization, UNICEF. 

The Line Ministries of Gender, Child and Social Welfare are also involved. 

The campaign is aimed at ending recruitment and use of children in the army by 2016.
Global Witness is urging the government to review its oil deal with Star Petroleum Company.

In a report issued on Monday, the non-profit group says the European-based firm is a company closely connected to a businessman who has been convicted of a million euro fraud. 
Agole Alex has more in this report

Agole Report: 
Global Witness also accuses Star Petroleum of negotiating the deal behind closed doors, which it says is against the Petroleum Act that provides for transparency in oil deals. Speaking to Radio Miraya, Global Witness’s Campaigner for South Sudan Emma Vickers says the government should make the deal public.

Vickers: “We know that the deal is in the later stages of negotiation and our major concern about it is that until now the South Sudanese citizens know very little about this deal with this company. And we would like the South Sudanese government to make some more information on the deal and the deal public so that citizens can see this recipe for them from the oil.”

The deal with Star Petroleum is for the Block E concession which covers an area of 45,000 square kilometers in the four states of Northern Bahr el-Ghazal, Western Bahr al-Ghazal, Lakes and Warrap. In an open letter in response to the accusations, the Head of Legal and Compliance at Star Petroleum, Ignacio Lacasa, dismissed the reports as rumors, jealousy based on unfounded facts.   Lacasa dismissed allegations linking the company’s director to fraud, saying the person in question is a former director who has voluntarily left the company as his case is handled by a Spanish court.
I am Agole Alex for Radio Miraya News.
The Sudan embassy has confirmed that Abyei will not take part in the country’s general elections scheduled for next year. 

Last week, the country’s elections commission in the Sudanese state of West Kordofan announced that the contested area is not an electoral constituency the state. 
The Deputy Ambassador in Sudan’s embassy in Juba, Magdi Ahmed, reiterates this and says Sudan will not take a unilateral decision that would affect relations between Juba and Khartoum.

Ahmed: “Sudan will not take a unilateral decision that can create tension in relations between the two countries.  You know the issue of Abyei is left to President Al Bashir and his brother President Salva Kiir. They are the people responsible for the issue of Abyei.  I don’t think both can take any action to create tension between the two counties.”

Sudan is scheduled to hold Presidential and general elections in April next year.

A National strategic plan aimed at protecting the rights of children has been launched in Juba.  

The 2014-2016 plan was drafted by Save the Children and spells guidelines to ensure protection of children. 
Paulino Akai, chairperson of the National Child Rights Coalition, the NCRC, says the coalition will work with NGOs and line ministries to ensure child’s rights are protected.  
The plan will be shared across the country for implementation by all state governments.
You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
In Upper Nile, farmers in Renk County have begun harvesting this year’s sim sim crop. 

The Chairman of the state farmers union, Alfadil Deng Kiir, says Renk has the largest harvest, because of its fertile soils, compared to other counties in the state. 

Deng says the harvest has gone up from 300,000 acres last season to 500,000 acres this harvest.  

Kiir: “For counties that have sesame cultivation -- the largest one is Renk  -- can be not less than 500,000 acres. It’s large. People are nearly finished harvesting. They cut the sesame and now people are starting to fill in bags. And now also people are on the verge of being ready to harvest corn.”

Deng however says some of the sim sim was damaged due to lack of workers to harvest because of the security.

The Commissioner Yei River County in Central Equatoria State has expressed concern over the quality of work in the rehabilitation of the Yei-Lasu road. 

Bidal Cosmas took a drive along the 28-mile stretch of road and noted that the work is substandard. 

Bidal says the Kirinyanga Construction Company is not doing a good job.

Bidal: “At certain places the marram that is being used is not all merram, according to our engineer. We see that in the future with heavy rains these parts of the road may not withstand the damages that water flow or rain will cause in the future. Labourers at work to do with digging of waterways; these are manual activities that do not call for qualifications as such.”

In regional news
Zambian President Michael Sata is dead.  President Sata passed away at a London hospital where he was receiving treatment for an undisclosed illness. 
He was aged 77. The country’s cabinet is expected to meet today to decide an interim replacement.  

Michael Sata was elected Zambian President in 2011, defeating the then incumbent Rupiah Banda whose party had been in power for 20 years.

In sports
Seventy coaches have completed a professional training course earning them licenses to coach African teams and officiate in regional matches.  

The coaches from across the country went through two weeks of theory and practical sessions, facilitated by the Confederation of African Football, CAF. 

Speaking at the end of the training, the state minister of youth and sports Central Equatoria State, David Lokonga Mosses, emphasizes the national importance of the professional licenses.

Mosses: “Today is a very important day for us to witness the passing out of the training of C license carders of South Sudan. This is history making. The main message here is I know that the conditions of facilities for training in South Sudan are still having a lot of challenges. You and the inspectors in the process of your training, if you might have been   incarnated with some other difficulties please you make changes in your state. You bring a change to the players because sports are a key way of making peace unity and development.”
And Samuel Pawon is here with a local sports update.
Pawon’s report:
In the ongoing Governor’s football tournament in Torit Eastern Equatoria State, Kuku Stars FC and Red Starts ended their match in a 1 all draw last evening at the Torit West playground.  In other games, Hilal and al Jazeera ended their match in a goalless draw.  In Yambio, Rhino beat Superstars 3-1 while Supereagle beat Bilfam 1-nil. In today’s matches, Zalzal FC take on Lologo at Juba Football Stadium while City will play against Wataneia at the Rainbow playground.  In Torit, Kinaite faces Kediopa United at Freedom Square while at the Torit West playground, Malakeia FC takes on Hose United. 
In basketball, Juba Warriors beat Nassir team 60-52 points at the Nimra Talata basketball stadium. Today the Black Stars play Malakeia.
I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News. 

To end the news, once again the main stories.
· South Africa’s Deputy President in Juba for talks with President Kiir
· Fighting rages on in Unity State
· Ministry of Defence and partners launch a campaign against recruitment of child soldiers.  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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