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Good Evening, its 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines

· SPLA reaffirms commitment to stopping violations against child’s rights
· Ugandan army denies claims that its soldiers were killed in Upper Nile
· Ministry of Health and partners launch a nutrition campaign in Juba
The SPLA has recommitted itself to stepping up efforts to stop violations against child’s rights. 

The efforts come as human rights agencies report mass violations against children during the ongoing conflict.

Reech Malual visited the army headquarters at Bilpham and filed this report.

Reech’s report: 

The Sudan People’s Liberation Army has identified six grave violations – namely, the recruitment of children by armed forces, sexual violence against children, attacks on schools and hospitals, abductions, killing and maiming of children and denial of humanitarian access. 
SPLA Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer Panyang says a new order has been issued by army Chief of General Staff Lt Gen. Paul Malong Awan and communicated to all the ranks.

Awan: “The SPLA as the national armed forces has issued a punitive and command order that prohibits recruitment and use of children by any units of the army.  

The head of the SPLA child protection unit, Brig Gen. Chaplain Khamis, says protection of children is a collective responsibility.

Khamis: “The protection of children is the responsibility of everyone including the SPLA, the armed forces of the Republic of South Sudan.
All army units across the country and particularly in war zones have been warned of legal action for violations of child rights. A nationwide campaign against violation of child rights is expected to be launched in the coming days.
I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.
The Ugandan army has refuted claims that three of its soldiers were killed in clashes between government and opposition forces in the Dolieb hills of Upper Nile.
Opposition forces claimed on Sunday that they were ready to publish pictures of the killed Ugandan troops. 

Paddy Ankunda, spokesperson of the Ugandan army, speaking from Kampala, has described the claims as mere propaganda. 
We voiced over Ankunda’s voice, because of the poor phone connection.
Ankunda: “It is empty propaganda, just a waste of time. We don’t have soldiers in Malakal. We don’t have any soldiers killed in action we can account for all our soldiers.  It is just propaganda. We don’t even want to waste time with it. But also we implore them to parade the ones they have, but we are sure they don’t have any. But assuming they have them, there are better ways to approach it than the approach they are taking. But we are sure they don’t have them.”

A nutrition campaign, targeting children in three states has been launched in Juba.  

The campaign seeks to inform mothers in Central Equatoria, Warrap and Northern Bahr el Ghazal states about better feeding practices for their children, so as to avoid malnutrition. 

The one-month campaign is being spearheaded by the Ministry of Health with support from the UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, and the UN World Food Programme. 

UNICEF’s Chief of Nutrition Vimla Tyler says mobilizers will be trained to carry out the awareness. 

Tyler: “The programme will train 600 mobilizers in total to reach the children in all the three states. And the reason why we chose these three states is because there is a high burden of malnutrition, although they are non-conflict affected, but the burden is really high. So beyond the screen also the mothers are being counseled on appropriate infant and young feeding practices, how to exclusively breastfeed the child from zero to six months. Repeated illnesses such as diarrhea and upper respiratory infections, which will lead to malnutrition, so it is important that we treat the child early on.”
The Former Chairperson of the National HIV/AIDS Commission, also a Member of Parliament representing Awiel South County, is dead. 

Dr. Belario Ahoy Ngong passed away suddenly in Nairobi on Monday.  

The Chairperson of the Information and Telecommunications Committee in the National Assembly, Thomas Wani Kundu, describes Ahoy as an active member of the assembly. 
Kundu says the fallen legislator died of suspected leukemia. 

Kundu: “According to the reliable (facts), he died of Leukemia. It is actually a cancer in the blood that has resulted in the depreciation of the body very fast until he passed away. Dr. Belario Ahoy Ngong was a very active Member in the Parliament. He contributed greatly during the liberation movement until the CPA was signed and he became a Member of Parliament. Until the last day when he left for Nairobi for treatment, Belario was active in Parliament, nationalistic and has a spirit of patriotism and he has contributed greatly to this Parliament.”

The remains of Dr. Belario Ahoy Ngong are expected to arrive at Juba Airport Wednesday morning before being flown to his home in Aweil for burial.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News.
The student’s wing of the SPLM party in tertiary institutions is to carry out a verification exercise to establish the number of members in the league. 
The SPLM Student’s League in Tertiary Education was established before independence and has members in and out of the country.

The chairperson of the group’s steering committee, Simon Machar, says many of its members were also scattered as a result of the crisis.

Machar says the verification exercise will be conducted across the country in the coming days, as part of efforts to reorganize its structures.
Machar: “We are trying actually to reorganize the leagues in the university to know exactly how many we are. It seems during the election time almost 90% of political cadres in South Sudan were all from the SPLM.  We cannot tell exactly how many because we need now to reorganize ourselves. We want to review how many people are still members in university, how many are graduated.”
The student’s league will also hold a multi-party dialogue on Thursday on peaceful co-existence among political parties.
In foreign news
A United Nations employee infected with Ebola has died at a hospital in Germany. 

The man had been working as a UN medical official in Liberia when he caught the disease. 

He arrived in Germany last Thursday for treatment and was put into isolation at a hospital in Leipzig.

Doctors at the hospital say the 56-year-old man died despite receiving experimental drugs to treat the virus. 

The Ebola outbreak has killed more than 4,000 people since March, mostly in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea and Nigeria.
And in sports
More than 70 football coaches enter training tomorrow (Wednesday) for professional licenses, clearing them to officiate in regional matches.  

The coaches from across the country will convene in Juba for 10 days of training in practical and theoretical skills.  

The secretary of the national football body, William Akot, says the training is being facilitated by the Confederation of African Football, CAF.

Akot: “CAF will send a technical person to come and train the coaches. Seventy-two coaches will benefit from this course. These 72 coaches are drawn from all over South Sudan. This course is not for the beginners. This course is for experienced coaches, those who have been coaching for at least ten years.  This course is planned for two weeks. It starts tomorrow on the 15th and it will end on the 30th. There are two types of certificate that will be given. The first one is an attendance certificate for all the participants and in this course an examination will be given to the 72. Whoever passes the course will be given a C license. If you don’t pass, you don’t get the license.”
To end the news, the main stories once again.

· SPLA reaffirms commitment to stopping violations against child’s rights
· Ugandan army denies claims that its soldiers were killed in Upper Nile

· Ministry of Health and partners launch a nutrition campaign in Juba
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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