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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Agole Alex, with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· SPLM-DC chairperson, Lam Akol, explains differences between political party stakeholders at Addis talks. 

· Striking Juba hospital staff vow to press on with demands. 

· Two killed, eight wounded in intercommunal clashes in Rumbek.

The chairman of the opposition Sudan People’s Liberation Movement for Democratic Change SPLM-DC, has spoken out about reports that political parties are at logger heads at the Addis Ababa peace negotiations.  

Lam Akol, who is representing seven political parties at the Addis talks, says four members of his delegation walked out of the talks two weeks ago over a conflict of interest. 

Lam Akol: “We presented our paper that we made earlier that we want a president, vice president, and a prime minister and that one angered the government delegation so they came and threatened some of our members who are part of the government with dismissal if they don’t disassociate themselves from us. From the moment the government boycotted the talks, they also told them to boycott the talks. So they started boycotting the talks without us sitting down as a delegation to discuss whether we should boycott talks or not.” 

However, one of the four members, James Aniceto, accuses Lam of planning to dismiss them from the political parties’ delegation to the peace talks.

James Aniceto: “He communicated with people here in Juba and the other political parties here that we pulled out of the peace talks and that we are supposed to be replaced. He got some people here to organize a meeting and selected four people to replace us. That means he decided to dismiss us. That situation continued by the time we came here there was no appeal for unity, sit down and see where our mistake was. This is how the leadership is! That was missing. That means he had an intention he wanted particular people to be with him on that committee.”

Health workers at Juba Teaching Hospital say the meeting with the Ministers of Finance, Health and Labour did not resolve the questions of overtime and working at weekends. 

The workers have been on a sit-down strike demanding payment of allowances as well as remuneration for weekends and overtime.

Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni explained to the workers that the allowances will be paid when funds are available.

Aggrey Tiisa: “The payment of this housing allowance will be effected when the requisite funds become available to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning – when this money that we are going to calculate becomes available.  The question is, has that money become available? Particularly in view of what happened in effect from December 15th till now – has that money become available? Not only for Juba Teaching Hospital, Malakal Teaching Hospital and Wau Teaching Hospital? It is not only these three hospitals that lost”.
The Secretary of health workers at the hospital, Jacob Lemi, says they will continue to press for their concerns to be addressed. 

Jacob Lemi: “We will continue to call for our rights, and as you here, you heard the Minister of Finance, Minister of Health and the Minister of Labor. Up to now we could not know where our rights are. They said according to labor law work begins at eight. Now will they accept that we work for eight to five without overtime without weekends?  This is the question we should put to them, but they closed the meeting before we could say.”    

A lady and a child have been killed and eight other people wounded in communal clashes in a cattle camp in Rumbek Central County of Lakes State. 

The attack on Akop camp in Kuei Payam is believed to have been in revenge for the killing of a man from Rumbek North as he grazed his cattle in Rumbek Central last week.

Rumbek North County Commissioner, Marial Machar Aweckoc confirms the attack. 

Machar Aweckoc: “‘Yeah, actually there are some people are wounded, who I witnessed as they were admitted in the hospital there were eight people wounded including the child who passed away yesterday and a girl who was shot dead immediately in the cattle camp.”

The commissioner says three suspects, all from one family, are in custody to help with investigations. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Police are holding ten suspected criminals in connection with a foiled robbery in the Gumbo residential area of Juba. 

The suspects were arrested following a tip off from residents, and were intercepted before they could carry out the robbery.

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima explains to Radio Miraya what happened.

Henry Danima: “We received a call from a citizen in Gumbo that night that he was being robbed by people who came with some traditional weapons, not fire arms but traditional weapons like machetes, knives and clubs. He called our emergency police team. When they arrived there, the criminals saw the car and they run away but he identified some of them. They were pursued and in the house they were searched. Others were found still on the way running. They were arrested with the machetes, clubs and knives and they were brought to the police station. A case has been opened against them and investigation is being conducted.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Interior is to open up 13 more emergency call centers in Juba to improve on security in the capital.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, the Operational Officer for the emergency call 777 Lt. Col. Mangar Makeny, says the new centers will be opened in hotspot areas where most crimes are reported in Juba.

Lt. Col. Mangar: “Now we are intending to add 13 centers more in Munuki, Gudule, Nyakuron, Lologo, Rock City, Yei Road and Hai Mauna and some of our forces are going to move on foot, especially in areas of Malakia near Konyokonyo. Those are areas with no road accessibility so they are move on foot. We will be stationed at hotspots where there are a lot of complaints and a lot of problems. When the police show their presence in these spots, the criminals will hide. These thieves even have Motorola’s. They even monitor our activities at night. Now we are trying to change our communication system – the whole communication system of the police – such that they don’t intercept us.”

Currently there are seven emergency call centers in Juba.

The Jie Community located between Pibor and Kapoeta County in Jonglei State is calling for the creation of a county of their own, following the creation of the Greater Pibor Administrative Area.

The Chairperson of Jie Community Natabo Abraham says the Jie did not participate in the agreement for the establishment of Greater Pibor Administration and are not benefitting from the new arrangement.

Abraham says Jie Community has written a letter to the Office of the President for the creation of a separate county.

Natabo Abraham: “The Jie were divided into two. Two clans are in Eastern Equatoria that is Kapoeta East County that Nyumado and Ngitarakatobuo. Then in Jonglei State we have two clans that is Ngijiri and Ngu that is part of Pibor County which is now the Greater Pibor Administrative Area. Since the signing of the peace between the Cobra Faction and the Government of South Sudan so we decided that we are not part of the agreement and never should we be part of that agreement. Then we tabled our request to the Office of the President that we that we request for our own county. Then it is the people of Jie to decide if they want to remain part of Jonglei it is them if they want to be part of Eastern Equatoria, it is them.”

Abraham says his community does not a representative in both Jonglei State and the National Government level.

A government team investigating human rights abuses committed during the conflict has arrived in Bor, Jonglei State. 

The team will collect testimonies from survivors and eyewitnesses as well as meet with Jonglei State government officials.  

The State Information Minister, Judy Jonglei Boyoris, says the three-man team started their investigation yesterday by speaking with the State the Governor, Jong Kong. 

 

Judy Jonglei : “They have already started. The honourable governor has already been investigated. The main issue is about witness. Who knew those who died, their names and those who were killed”

The committee, appointed by President Salva Kiir, will visit all states affected by the conflict and compile conclusive reports.

Still in Jonglei, the State Ministry of Health has launched a mass vaccination campaign for infants across the State.

State Health Minister Agok Gordon Kuol says the campaign covers polio, measles and Vitamin A and will be conducted in all areas both under government and opposition control. 

Angok Gordon Kuol: “Now the campaign is for seven days for every county. Vaccination is focusing particularly on polio, measles, distribution of Vitamin A and deworming of children. The age group targeted is from zero to 15 years old.”
And in regional news, the government of Kenya has started biometric registration of all civil servants in an attempt to get rid of "ghost workers" from government payrolls.

Employees have been given two weeks to turn up for registration or risk losing their salaries. 

The Kenya government suspects that thousands of people continue to receive salaries even after quitting civil service or death. 
An audit report released earlier this year found at least 1million US Dollars is lost in payments to "ghost workers" and other financial malpractice each month.
To end the news, the main stories once again:
· SPLM-DC chairperson, Lam Akol, explains differences between political party stakeholders at Addis talks. 

· Striking Juba hospital staff vow to press on with demands. 

· Two killed, eight wounded in intercommunal clashes in Rumbek.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.  Have a nice evening. 
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