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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· New head of UN Mission arrives to take office
· Finance Ministry launches assessment visits to conflict affected states
· Western Bahr el-Ghazal embarks on Ebola sensitization campaign
The new Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in South Sudan has arrived in the country.  

Ellen Margrethe Loej was received at Juba airport by the Undersecretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Charles Manyang.  

Speaking on arrival, Ms. Loej said she is looking forward to her new assignment as head of the UN Mission in South Sudan.

Ellen Margrethe Loej: “I am very happy to be here and look forward to starting my new function as the Special Representative. I will need a lot of briefings and I will need to get to know South Sudan. It is a huge challenge and I am looking forward to it.” 

Ellen Margrethe Loej replaces Hilde Johnson who left at the end of her contract in July.
Officials from the National Ministry of Finance have started touring states affected by the conflict, to assess the level of damage caused.

A delegation has arrived in Malakal, Upper Nile, where they are visiting government institutions.

Deputy Finance Minister, Mary Jervis Yak is in Malakal and says they have noted damage to the hospital, government offices and other installations. Jervis Yak says once the assessment has been completed, the government will provide funds for repairs.
Jervis Yak: “We visited the places we were supposed to visit for example the water station, electricity generators and we visited the military hospital too. It was a mass destruction; the facilities needed a huge repair which will cost a lot of money. We will try to re-build again maybe not all but a little by little so people can go back to work and children can go back to school”.
Western Bahr el-Ghazal State has embarked on an Ebola sensitization campaign.  
The campaign will involve messages in the media informing the public of the disease and preventive measures.  

Officials from the State Ministry of health, customs and the civil aviation are also in discussions on procedures of screening and other preventive strategies.  

The Acting Director General in the State Ministry for health, Henry Gabriel Sasa, says it will be a continuous effort to prevent Ebola from entering the State.

 Henry Gabriel: “From today onwards, there will be continuous sensitization on how this disease affects. In in the ministry, we have a unit on health awareness. Currently they have prepared themselves. They have messages to be delivered to citizens through media and radio. At the same time posters will be posted in the markets and places where there are people. Through this plan, if there are cases, we shall be able to control this disease of Ebola.”

A peace conference opens today in Wau, Western Bahr el-Ghazal State. 

The three-day conference will be opened by Vice President Wani Igga and will be attended by participants from all Counties in the State

John Urbano, the State Minister of Local Government also chairperson of the organizing Committee says the conference will discuss public grievances and come up with possible resolutions.
A similar conference was recently held in Yambio, Western Equatoria State. 
Meanwhile, a five day conference bringing together chiefs, religious leaders and communities from States mostly affected by the conflict has opened in Juba.  

The participants are sharing ideas and brainstorming ways of reconciliation.  

Bishop Michael Taban Toro is a Member of South Sudan Council of Churches.  He explains the purpose of such a gathering. 

Bishop Michael Taban: “Traditional Chiefs in our communities are also instated by God to work for peace in our communities. They settle disputes among individuals and among groups that have gone into conflict, that have differed, that have harmed one another. Chief are able to bring them and listen to them and make them to really start life again, so we have really common mission and we need to come together in this big problem that we have so that we can take peace, reconciliation and peace building into the grassroots where the chiefs are.” 

The Conference is organized by the South Sudan Council of Churches.

More than 3600 South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum are in desperate need of humanitarian assistance.

The humanitarian chief in the South Sudan Embassy, Kaby Jeremiah Abraham, says the refugees in the Jebel Awulia area lack water, food and are living in poor sanitary conditions.

Abraham says the relocation of the refugees from Jebel Awulia has also been delayed. 

He is asking the Juba government to send funding to Khartoum for assistance. 

Kaby Jeremiah Abraham: “The aid which we are requesting for from the Government of South Sudan is to support the Embassy and the Office of Refugees’ Affairs in Khartoum. We need the money so that the office can provide items urgently needed by the refugees because the situation of the refugees here has become bad and the camps are not eligible. The health situation is very bad and not allowed.”
A lady and a child have been killed and eight other people wounded in communal clashes in a cattle camp in Rumbek Central County of Lakes State. 

The attack on Akop camp in Kuei Payam is believed to have been in revenge for the killing of a man from Rumbek North as he grazed his cattle in Rumbek Central last week.

Rumbek North county commissioner, Marial Machar Aweckoc says three suspects, all from one family, are in custody to help with investigations. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Prices of essential commodities have gone down in Western Bahr el Ghazal State.

Natale Paul Mere, the Secretary General for the State chamber of Commerce says prices normalized with the improvement of the roads linking Wau to Rumbek and Wau to Tombura.

Mere says there has been a 20 percent drop in several items over the past one month. 
Paul Mere: “During the months of July and August, there was high prices but by the end of August there was a 20 per cent drop in prices. A bag of flour was 300 South Sudanese Pounds (SSP), then went down to 280 SSP and now ranges between 240 SSP to 230 SSP. Sugar prices have also dropped. Diesel and the market condition is now normal. Roads from Wau to Rumbek and Wau to Tambura were blocked, but with self-reliance between Chamber of Commerce, taxation and Commissioner of Jur River, the Rumbek to Mapel roads were maintained and the market condition is now better.”
Still in Western Bahr el-Ghazal, traffic police have confiscated more than 100 unlicensed motorcycles in a crackdown on unlicensed motorists.

The one-month campaign targets both motorcycles and vehicles. The State Director for traffic, Colonel John Bak, says the operation is to ultimately reduce the number of accidents caused by unlicensed motorists.  

Col. John Bak: “We have targeted all unlicensed vehicles and now we have confiscated a big number of unlicensed motorcycles. The campaign will continue for a month to control the road violations because we have seen in the recent time an increase in motorcycles and those causing accidents have not completed the legal process that allows them on the road. The owner should licenses and insurance. We shall organize more campaigns to avoid this problem.”

Women have been encouraged to run small businesses to improve their livelihood.  

This is part of a long term strategy by the Central Equatoria State government, to empower women and tap into their skills so as to achieve economic empowerment.  

Under the vision 2040 strategy, women in all the six counties will be given loans through credit and savings societies to empower them to start their projects.   

Kenyi Spencer is the chairman of the State Vision 2040 project; he tells Radio Miraya how it will be implemented.

Kenyi Spencer: “This is a programme that concentrates more on the activities of women, so we need to tap into that by using the cooperatives system, but it doesn’t mean men are not going to be involved. They will also be involved, like in the areas of, say, tractor hire business. I know pre-dominantly for the next 10 to 15 years it is mostly going to be men who will be in those kinds of specific areas of development. Vision 2040 actually for the women as long as they come up as cooperative groups, those are the ones we are going to recognize as private sector active people within this programme.”
Women have gathered in Juba for two days to learn more about the project.  One of the participants, Regina Sadrack explains what she expects to benefit.

Regina Sadrack: “We have just learned that there is the Cooperative Bank that gives loans to women who are running small businesses like us who have already started businesses. It’s not that we are yet to start – it is now two years since we started and we are educating our children, renting houses. We started the business using our hands. The Caritas dioceses trained us in health – how we can work for ourselves while promoting health and safety. We bake bread and we have learned a lot of things. We divided the money we got. Some went into market business, buying fish in Konyokonyo and selling it at Gudele market.” 

Lainya county authorities are attending training on basic human rights.

35 councilors, chiefs and payam directors are being taken through 6 day training on the fundamentals in the respect of human rights.

Lainya County Commissioner, Huda Micha Laila, says the skills attained will enable the authorities conduct their business fairly and effectively. 

Huda Micha Laila: “In general, we in South Sudan have been at war for very many years. To transform our people on the ground, to make the counselors know their roles and the citizens to know their roles, such trainings must be conducted so that together we deliver the right services to our people.”

The training is facilitated by the Association of European Parliamentarians with Africa –AWEPA.

And, the Ivory Coast government has given a go ahead for its national football team to host Sierra Leone for Africa Cup of Nations qualifier in Abidjan as previously scheduled for Saturday. 

Earlier the Ivorian government had ruled the game could not be played in Abidjan due to fears over the outbreak of Ebola in Sierra Leone. 

Last week the Ivory Coast Football Federation said it was looking at neutral venues or even the possibility of forfeiting the match. 

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· New head of UN Mission takes office
· Finance Ministry launches assessment visits to conflict affected states
· Western Bahr el-Ghazal embarks on Ebola sensitization campaign
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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