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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· National Legislature discusses matrix agreement
· Staff at Juba Teaching Hospital call off their sit-down strike 

· Kapoeta South receives a new water system 
The National Legislature has received the recently signed peace matrix for deliberation. 

The document signed by President Salva Kiir, has been forwarded to selected committees for scrutiny before it is brought back to the house for debate.  

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual:
********************************

Reech Malual: “The matrix documents, outlining agreements and steps to end the current conflict, were presented to the Legislature by the head of the government negotiating team, Nhial Deng Nhial. The speaker of the house, Manasseh Magok Rudial, forwarded the protocols to the committees of Foreign Affairs and Justice, Peace and Security, in both the Legislative Assembly and the Council of States, for their input. The respective committees have been given five days to study the documents before they are brought back to the house for possible endorsement.  The Speaker also instructed for the formation of a committee to write a letter of appreciation to all IGAD countries in recognition of their role in the peace process. The matrix was signed by President Salva Kiir in Addis Ababa last month. The SPLM in the opposition delegation refused to sign the blueprint, raising concerns over some of the proposals included. In another development, the National Legislative Assembly has endorsed the appointment of Odera Innocent Ochan as second deputy governor of the Central Bank of South Sudan. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.”

Work has returned to normal at Juba Teaching Hospital after the staff called off their sit-down strike.  

The medical staff and hospital workers resumed work this morning after the Minister of Finance assured them in a meeting yesterday, that payment of their allowances will be made as soon as the funds are available. 

The hospital Director, Wani Lolik says work is going on as usual. 

Wani Lolik: "Yes, they stared their work normally. The sit-down did not affect the service in the hospital. It is as if nothing had happened and the situation in the hospital is going on as it was before. Yes, there was a bit of fatigue sensed by the people, and the subject of death is natural and cannot be denied. Nothing can be said that the strike caused the deaths of more than the normal because from our side looking after them was very good.”

The doctors, nurses and hospital workers went on a sit-down strike last Thursday over payment of allowances, working conditions and compensation for overtime.

The new Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in South Sudan has arrived in the country.  

Ellen Margrethe Loej was received at Juba International Airport by the Undersecretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Charles Manyang.  

Speaking on arrival, Ms. Loej said she is looking forward to her new assignment as head of the UN Mission in South Sudan.

Ms. Loej: “I am very happy to be here and look forward to starting my new function as the Special Representative, I will a lot of briefings and I will get to know South Sudan but it is a huge challenge and I am looking forward to it.” 

Ellen Margrethe Loej replaces Hilde Johnson who left at the end of her contract in July.
Peer educators have been sent to the border crossings to educate communities on Ebola. 

The teams were sent by the Ministry of health as a precautionary measure, following an outbreak in West Africa and the neighboring Democratic of Congo. 

The Director for Health Education and Promotion in the Ministry of Health, Mary Dennis says the educators will inform the public to look out for symptoms and report any suspected cases. 

Mary Dennis: “The community needs to know that if they see anybody with the symptoms of Ebola – if there is any sudden onset of fever, intense weakness, headache and sore throat, followed by vomiting, diarrhea and a measles-like rush on the body, all these are the signs and symptoms of Ebola. We are telling the communities that if you see anybody – whether it’s your neighbor or somebody in your family – with these kinds of symptom, or sometimes also you may see blood coming through opening of the body like through the mouth, through the nose, through the ears so this may be or may not be, but the symptoms I just mentioned if you see them in a patient you should report that immediately to the nearest health facility.”

In Western Bahr el-Ghazal, the state government has embarked on an Ebola sensitization campaign.  

The campaign will involve messages in the media informing the public of the disease and preventive measures.  

Officials from the State Ministry of health, customs and the civil aviation are also in discussions on procedures of screening and other preventive strategies.  

The Acting Director General in the State Ministry for health, Henry Gabriel Sasa, says it will be a continuous effort to prevent Ebola from entering the state.
Henry Gabriel: “From today onwards, there will be continuous sensitization on how this disease affects. In in the ministry, we have a unit on health awareness. Currently they have prepared themselves. They have messages to be delivered to citizens through media and radio. At the same time posters will be posted in the markets and places where there are people. Through this plan, if there are cases, we shall be able to control this disease of Ebola.”

Officials from the National Ministry of Finance have started touring states affected by the conflict, to assess the level of damage caused.

A delegation has arrived in Malakal, Upper Nile, where they are visiting government institutions.

Deputy Finance Minister, Mary Jervis Yak is in Malakal and says they have noted damage to the hospital, government offices and other installations. Jervis Yak says once the assessment has been completed, the government will provide funds for repairs.
Jervis Yak: “We visited the places we were supposed to visit for example the water station, electricity generators and we visited the military hospital too. It was a mass destruction; the facilities needed a huge repair which will cost a lot of money. We will try to re-build again maybe not all but a little by little so people can go back to work and children can go back to school”.
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A five day conference bringing together chiefs, religious leaders and communities from States mostly affected by the conflict has opened in Juba.  

The participants are sharing ideas and brainstorming ways of reconciliation.  

Bishop Michael Taban Toro is a Member of South Sudan Council of Churches.  He explains the purpose of such a gathering. 

Bishop Michael Taban: “Traditional Chiefs in our communities are also instated by God to work for peace in our communities. They settle disputes among individuals and among groups that have gone into conflict, that have differed, that have harmed one another. Chief are able to bring them and listen to them and make them to really start life again, so we have really common mission and we need to come together in this big problem that we have so that we can take peace, reconciliation and peace building into the grassroots where the chiefs are.” 

The Conference is organized by the South Sudan Council of Churches.

The community of Kapoeta South in Eastern Equatoria has received a new water system targeting to serving up to 1,200 households.  

The system includes a borehole, piping and three water collection points built at a cost of $100,000. 15 water management committees have been trained to manage the collection points at a charge of five pounds per household. 

The system was built with support from the UN Mission (UNMISS), in collaboration with UN Habitat and the Japanese government.  

Okafor Christian, the program manager for UN-HABITAT says the system is aimed at improving hygiene and Sanitation of the local population and prevent outbreak of waterborne diseases.

Okafor Christian: “First and foremost we have gone a step ahead of where we were before, because we have a system that is capable to supply 24,000 liters of water to the community per day. Hygiene and sanitation will improve, the environmental quality will improve and there will be minimal outbreak of diseases. You will also have people who have small scale businesses to do with water queuing into the system. On an individual basis, 7200 people are the targets and about 1200 households.”

Still in Eastern Equatoria, 16 youth are undergoing training on conflict transformation and computer technology.  

The training is being undertaken by the Whitaker Peace and Development Initiative, ran by American actor, Forrest Whitaker who founded the charity. 

Whitaker tells Radio Miraya the participants will be sent to the different counties to train communities on conflict resolution. 

Forest Whitaker: “We are training youth from all the counties in conflict transformation, in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and in life skills. I expect that they will have a working knowledge of conflict transformation work and a number of other things. We are training ‘Trainers of Trainers’ so they will be going back into the communities to train people in the communities. We will be working with them for the next three to five years, but we will also be putting computer centers in each one of the counties in the states. We will also be working on a road here that has been blocked. So we will be doing a number of things with the assistance of UNMISS, UNESCO and my partners.”

Women have been encouraged to run small businesses to improve their livelihood.  

This is part of a long term strategy by the Central Equatoria State government, to empower women and tap into their skills so as to achieve economic empowerment.  Under the vision 2040 strategy, women in all the six counties will be given loans through credit and savings societies to empower them to start their projects.   

Kenyi Spencer is the chairman of the State Vision 2040 project; he tells Radio Miraya how it will be implemented.

Kenyi Spencer: “This is a programme that concentrates more on the activities of women, so we need to tap into that by using the cooperatives system, but it doesn’t mean men are not going to be involved. They will also be involved, like in the areas of, say, tractor hire business. I know pre-dominantly for the next 10 to 15 years it is mostly going to be men who will be in those kinds of specific areas of development. Vision 2040 actually for the women as long as they come up as cooperative groups, those are the ones we are going to recognize as private sector active people within this programme.”

More than 3600 South Sudanese refugees in Khartoum are in desperate need of humanitarian assistance.

The humanitarian chief in the South Sudan Embassy, Kaby Jeremiah Abraham, says the refugees in the Jebel Awulia area lack water, food and are living in poor sanitary conditions.

Abraham says the relocation of the refugees from Jebel Awulia has also been delayed. He is asking the Juba government to send funding to Khartoum for assistance. 

Kaby Jeremiah Abraham: “The aid which we are requesting for from the Government of South Sudan is to support the Embassy and the Office of Refugees’ Affairs in Khartoum. We need the money so that the office can provide items urgently needed by the refugees because the situation of the refugees here has become bad and the camps are not eligible. The health situation is very bad and not allowed.”
And, African leaders are gathered in Nairobi, Kenya to discuss the growing threat of terrorism on the continent. 

The Africa Union Peace and Security Council Summit on Terrorism, is expected to agree on concrete steps meant to enhance the ongoing efforts to effectively address the threat, including the early ratification and domestication of the relevant AU and international instruments. 

The summit will also seek ways of mobilizing for additional support to Africa's efforts and sharing of information among AU member States. 

The meeting comes as Kenya continues to face security challenges from Somalia's Al-Shabaab terror group while Nigeria battles with Boko Haram militants. The summit is being attended by the Presidents of Uganda, Tanzania, Chad, Niger, Nigeria and Somalia.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· National Legislature discusses matrix agreement
· Staff at Juba Teaching Hospital call off their sit-down strike

· Kapoeta South receives a new water system 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan, wishing you a wonderful evening.
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