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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The Headlines:
· South Sudan ratifies UN convention on elimination of discrimination against women
· UN resumes flights to Bentiu
· South Sudan-Uganda border dispute disrupts population census
South Sudan has ratified the United Nations convention on elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. 
The convention, known as CEDAW in short, was presented to the National Legislative Assembly by the chairperson of the parliamentary committee on child, gender and social welfare, Alfred Wol Malith. 
In his presentation, Wol Malith, explained the importance of the convention. 

Wol Malith: “Article three requires states parties to put emphases to ensure full development and   investment of women on political, social economic and cultural bases, articles five and six consider a view to achieving elimination of prejudices and customary practices which are based on the idea of in-priority or superiority of the either sex or on stereotype roles for men and women.”
The convention adopted by the UN General assembly in 1979 defines what constitutes discrimination against women, and commits member states to setting up an agenda for action to end such discrimination.
Vice President Wani Igga is mobilizing citizens in Western Bahr el-Ghazal State in support of the peace matrix.  

Speaking at a peace conference in Wau, the Vice President called on State officials to ensure the public is sensitized about the peace roadmap and provisions for an interim government. 

Wani Igga said citizens should give their full support to the peace process.

Wani Igga: “Now IGAD has agreed and President Salva Kiir has signed on the issue of federalism. Also, there will be a prime minister from the rebels provided he is accepted by the president. This proves that we are for peace. So, comrade Acting Governor, it is the responsibility of the authorities in the ten states to organize our people for a peaceful demonstration in support of the peace matrix. This is the way forward. The people of Wau, I want you also to organize yourselves in a peaceful march, because we must own this document.  If Riek does not want it, that will be between him and the African Union.”

Meanwhile, the peace matrix protocols are now being scrutinized by the National Legislature.  

Lead negotiator, Nhial Deng Nhial presented the documents to the house on Tuesday and they were forwarded to committees of Foreign Affairs and Justice, Peace and Security for input.

The committees have been given 5 days to study the documents and present their input to the rest of the House for deliberation and endorsement.  

The matrix was signed by President Salva Kiir in Addis Ababa last month. 

The SPLM in the opposition delegation refused to sign the blueprint, raising concerns over some of the proposals of an interim government included.

The United Nations has resumed flights to Bentiu in Unity State. 

Passenger and cargo flights had been suspended following the crash of a UN chartered helicopter, South of Bentiu last week. 

Acting Spokesperson of the UN Mission, Joseph Contreras, says flights are now back to normal. 

Contreras says an expert has arrived from the United Nations Headquarters in New York to assist with investigations into the incident.

Joseph Contreras: “An aviation safety expert came from UN headquarters in New York and arrived in Juba to take part in the probe. We don’t know when that investigation will be complete so for now it remains ongoing. However we resumed service with a flight from Malakal to the airstrip in Rubkona north of Bentiu. Yesterday three more flights loaded with food, fuel and cargo flew from Malakal to Bentiu. Then of course we also have the regularly scheduled flights for passengers.”

The United Kingdom has announced a package of 30 million British pounds in humanitarian assistance.  

The donation, which is close to 50 million US dollars, will be channeled through UNICEF, the World Food Program and UNHCR to help South Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia, Uganda, Sudan and Kenya.  

It will be used to purchase food, shelter, basic toilet facilities, safe water, immunization and essential supplies such as mosquito nets, kitchen sets and fuel. 

The package was announced by the visiting UK Minister for International Development, Lynne Featherstone.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Featherstone sounded her disappointment in the country’s leaders and stressed the importance of compromise in finding a solution to the crisis.  

Lynne Featherstone: “There cannot be an overall winner in this situation because everybody has to have a stake in the future. I have to be on my feet in Parliament tomorrow answering to the House of Commons on South Sudan and I will be taking a message that is quite depressing; that I do not necessarily see the leaders of this country coming forward to think about their people first and that the people deserve our help and that we must all keep up the international pressure on South Sudan to come to the table and to make peace, because without stability and peace then the future of this country is in jeopardy.” 

The new Special Representative of the UN Secretary General, Ellen Margrethe Løj echoed the call, stressing that any solution to the conflict must be homegrown.  

Margrethe Løj: “A solution to addressing the root causes cannot be imposed from abroad. If you really want to solve the issues, there needs to be national ownership.  You need peace, you need the fighting to stop and that will give the citizens the confidence to return to go back to their villages and I certainly hope that that situation will come as soon as possible.” 

Officials conducting a population census in Uganda were forced to suspend the head count in a disputed area along the Uganda - South Sudan border.  

The land between Kajo-Keji County and Uganda’s Moyo district is being claimed by both countries, forcing enumerators conducting the census to suspend the exercise, pending resolution of the dispute. 

Kajo-Keji County commissioner, Kala Henry Sabuni says efforts to resolve the dispute have not been fruitful. 

Kala Henry: “I cannot tell you what might have happened; why the committees were not formed – that is not my competency as a commissioner of a county. That is the presidency decision. We reached a resolution that enumerations cannot take place at that area, until the presidency has resolved the issue.”

Fungaroo Kaps Hassan, a Ugandan Member of Parliament representing Moyo District is adding pressure for the two heads of state to find a solution to the dispute.  

He says the borders should be defined with clear landmarks. 

Fungaroo Kaps: “Presidents of these Countries should be reminded again and again: Where are the borders? These borders need to be marked clearly with physical features. People cannot see where the lines are. It needs for us to have a defining physical feature such as on top of the mountain.”
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Aid agencies are slowly returning their staffs to Maban County in Upper Nile, one month after six humanitarian workers were killed by armed militia. 

UNHCR Public Information Officer Pumla Rulashe says critical staffs of United Nations and other humanitarian organizations have returned to provide lifesaving assistance to the hundreds of thousands of refugees in need.  

Pumla Rulashe: “What is currently happening is we have what we call critical staff in place in Maban. That group of critical staff is on ground to ensure that lifesaving services continue to be provided to refugees whom we are assisting in that part of the world. We have something like over 127,700 Sudanese refugees in four camps in Maban, so it was critical that even though the situation in Maban deteriorated from the security point of view, that we maintained a presence in Maban.”

Six humanitarian workers were shot dead by armed militias in Maban last month, in what is largely believed to have been ethnically targeted killings. 

Officials in Kuajok, Warrap State have approved a 2 pound increment in the price of meat, following a strike by butchers. 

The meat sellers refused to work for two days, demanding an increase in prices from 16 pounds to 20 pounds per kilo. 

They said they were not making profits against the 3,000 pounds they pay for a cow.  

Kuajok Town Council Executive Director, Kuol Majok Majok says the meat sellers will resume work on Thursday after the increment was authorized by town council authorities. 

The two day strike paralyzed work in many local restaurants, some of which were forced to close because of a lack of customers. 

Women of Central Equatoria are calling for tighter regulation on imports and screening of businesses as ways of protecting local businesses.  

The women from all six counties also want to be involved in the implementation of the State Vision 2040, a strategy aimed at empowering women to start income generating projects. 

These were just some of the recommendations that came out of a two-day workshop on empowering women that was held in Juba.  

One of the participants, Margaret Mesiku spells out more of their recommendations.  

Margret Mesiku: “Women of Central Equatoria State here by recommend the following: Central  Equatoria State government to support the women business and the small microfinance enterprise financially and technically, Central  Equatoria State government to identify the available Natural resources, Central  Equatoria State government should make maximum use of its use of its resources for the benefit of the people of the State. All goods entering South Sudan should be checked at all the borders by the South Sudan National Bureau of Standards before reaching to market to consumers. Local Clinics and pharmacies should be checked both the Standard of the Clinic and the qualifications of the service providers.”   

Under the vision 2040 strategy, women in Central Equatoria will be given loans through credit and savings societies to empower them to start projects to improve their livelihoods.   

And, African leaders have recommitted themselves to taking stronger steps to fight terrorism.  

In a one-day summit in Nairobi, Kenya, leaders from six African nations resolved to create a fund to assist in the fight against terror.  

Kenya and Nigeria have each pledged an initial $1 million to the fund as their governments face increasing attacks from Al-Shaba and Boko Haram terrorists. 

The Saudi Arabic government has pledged a further 10 million US dollars. 

The leaders from Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda, Chad, Tanzania and Somalia have also resolved to share information and resources that could lead to the capture of terror suspects.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· South Sudan ratifies UN convention on elimination of discrimination against women
· UN resumes flights to Bentiu
· South Sudan-Uganda border dispute disrupts population census

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news.  I am David Lukan. Wishing you a lovely evening.
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