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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· President Kiir orders for integration of former militia groups. 

· Jonglei reports endemic cases of Kalazar in opposition controlled areas.

· Schools re-open in Mundri after a one month of teachers strike.

President Salva Kiir has ordered for the integration of all armed groups covered in an amnesty into the SPLA.  
The directive covers forces loyal to Pibor administrator, David Yau Yau, and the South Sudan Liberation army of General Bapiny Monytuil, formerly based in Unity State. 

The President’s Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny says forces from both groups that are not integrated, will be subject to disarmament. 

Ateny tells Radio Miraya there is a system in place to oversee the integration process.  

Ateny Wek: “Yes all the forces that are actually given amnesty by the president are going to be taken under what’s, there is a mechanism that is devise for them so that that committee which is responsible for the reintegration and disarmament can look at those forces it will not be all of them actually integrated but certain criteria will have to apply.”
Meanwhile, Members of Parliament representing Greater Bor have praised former rebel, now Pibor administrator, David Yau Yau for his role in bringing peace to Jonglei State.  

One of the MPs, Deng Dau Deng representing Twic East County, says the rate of child abductions and cattle raids have gone down since Yau Yau signed a peace agreement with the government in January this year. 

Changes within Nile Petroleum Company, NILEPET, take immediate effect.  

President Salva Kiir on Wednesday announced decrees dissolving the company’s board of directors and announcing a new board.  The board will oversee management of NILEPET, which is responsible for managing oil production in the country.  

The President also issued a separate decree appointing two deputies for finance and services in the Pibor administrative area. 
Presidential Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny gives us details.
Ateny Wek Ateny: “One decree was a decree to dissolve the Nile pet board of directors and decrees which repointed the board of directors which has included number of people including the minister of petroleum and deputy minister of finance, the deputy minister of youth and sport the undersecretary in the ministry of petroleum the first undersecretary of finance, the deputy governor of central bank and the director general of national security bureau and managing director of Nile pet itself Paul ADONG another one was a membership of a business men Benjamin Bol Mel and decree was  deputies to chief administrator of Pibor administrative area”.

Authorities in Jonglei have reported an epidemic of Kalazar disease in parts of the State.  

The State Minister for health, Angok Gordon Kuol says there have been no deaths reported, but there are about 20 cases in the Waat and Walgak areas that are currently under control of the SPLM in the opposition.  

Kuol says a team of medical workers has arrived in the State to do an assessment and treat affected patients.  

Angok Gordon: “Kalazah is an endemic disease in Jonglei State; last week the cases reported of kalazah coming to health facilities increased. They are talking about almost 20 cases in Nyirol County at Waat and Akobo County at Walgak. These are areas still under rebels. Medicine and other essential supplies have already been sent in.”  

Kalazar is a disease spread by sandflies, and is characterized by ulcers and sores on the body. 

UN Humanitarian Coordinator Toby Lanzer has visited the Protection of Civilian site in Malakal to assess the living conditions of the displaced persons seeking safety. 

Lanzer traveled along with the Minister of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation in the Netherlands government, Lilinne Ploumen. They met with the IDPs and visited the clinic on the site.  

Ms. Ploumen said her government will continue to provide support for the IDPs. 

Lilinne Ploumen: “This is my first time to Malakal, it must be difficult to live here, to have your family here and although the situation is better now than in the other area I think it still needs some improvement, the UN is doing everything they can they are working hard and we will continue to assist them with that”. 

Up to 17,000 people who fled fighting between government and opposition forces are seeking safety at the UN protection site in Malakal.

UN Humanitarian Coordinator, Toby Lanzer extended his appreciation to the Netherlands for its continued support to South Sudanese.

Toby Lanzer: “I think today is been a very important visit because this is the most senior official in the Netherlands who is looking at Humanitarian Aid, looking at development, the good people of the Netherlands have been very strong supporters of the people of South Sudan and I am hopeful with this visit today such support will continue.”

The delegation also visited Malakal Teaching hospital and met with the Acting State Governor.

Foreign Affairs Minister, Barnaba Marial Benjamin, says the government is ready to work with the new Head of the UN Mission in South Sudan. 

The new UNMISS chief, Ellen Margrethe Løj, met with the Foreign Affairs Minister to discuss challenges, the UNMISS mandate and work that lies ahead. 

Speaking after the meeting Marial said the government is ready to co-operate with a full understanding of the UNMISS mandate. 

Barnaba Marial: “We shall fully co-operate with UNMISS under her leadership so that we can strengthen the peace process that is going on and also to ensure stability and development within South Sudan. We have had a wonderful meeting – a meeting of minds, where we exchanged views on all areas: Humanitarian issues, displacement, security and issues to do with the mandate.  I believe that both of us understanding the mandate will make it easy for us to resolve all the issues”. 

Ellen Margrethe Løj arrived in the country to assume office on Tuesday. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
There has been a mixed reaction from Parliamentarians on the ratification of the convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women.  

The National Legislative Assembly ratified the convention on Wednesday, binding the country to take steps to end all forms of discrimination against women.  

We have reactions of a few of the MPs who have varied thoughts about the convention. 

Vox pops

· “The convention is every important document for the republic of South Sudan and it should be ratified.”

· “Let us think twice if we really want to ratify this there is no crime in not ratifying it.”

· “There could be some reservations which we need to put but our constitution is completely correct when you read article 16 that we can annex laws to combat harmful cultural practices.”

· “I want to congratulate my colleagues who are male for their really very good contribution and for them knowing that women are living in all difficulties which they have mentioned.”

The convention, also known as CEDAW in short, was adopted by the UN General assembly in 1979 defines what constitutes discrimination against women. 

In Western Equatoria, a cashier in Mundri East County has been arrested over missing teachers’ salaries.  

The money, amounting to more than 31,000 South Sudanese Pounds, was payment for the month of March, for teachers in Lakamadi, Lozu and Lui payams.  

Teachers protested the non-payment and schools were closed for up to one month.  

Mundri East County commissioner, January Jonny says schools have now been re-opened as investigations continue.

January John: “Well, the schools are functioning. I was in Lui and they are doing their second term exams and the teachers have formed a committee to open up a case against this cashier and the county education director, which they have done. It is now the court to decide when to try these people.  It is not the mistake of the state, but it is the mistake of the county education director who assigned an unauthorized cashier to bring the salaries for the state.”

The Egyptian government has expressed willingness to undertake investments in South Sudan.  

This was disclosed in a meeting between Egyptian officials and a delegation that traveled from South Sudan to Cairo, to discuss business opportunities.  

Western Bahr el Ghazal State Governor, Rizik Hassan Zakaria led the delegation.  He says investment opportunities exist in the areas of agriculture, industry and animal resources.

Rizik Zakaria: “We visited Egypt so that we can get some technical experience. We were welcomed by some agencies and we received calls for visiting the state. Some of us will be going to Egypt for training. We met Egyptian investors and agreed that they should visit South Sudan – Juba and Wau – to carry out a market survey and possible projects they can invest in. The visit was successful and the brothers in Egypt expressed interest to invest in South Sudan, but they don’t know from where to start.”

The SPLM party Secretariat in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal has launched a registration exercise of its members in the State.   

28 registrars have been trained to work alongside 14 chiefs to conduct the exercise in all residential areas. 

Launching the exercise in the State Capital Aweil, the party Secretary in the State, George Garang Lual said the party will re-organize its structures up to payam level.

Lual said the registration is a transparent exercise.

There has been a strong call for more investment to be directed towards women in post-conflict countries.  
The United Nations women organization, UN Women, says spending billions of dollars on projects that often predominantly benefit men after conflicts has to change.  

UN Women Executive Director, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka says women must also have the political space they need to influence peacemaking and peacebuilding.

Mlambo-Ngcuka: "Investing in women's leadership is peacebuilding's best value for money. In the aftermath of conflict, billions of dollars are spent on projects that often predominantly benefit men. By contrast, grassroots women's leaders often work with very few resources and this has to change." 

And, bodies remain littered on the streets of a northern Nigerian town two days after it was seized by militant Islamists.

Media reports say Boko Haram fighters are patrolling the streets of Bama, preventing people from burying the dead. 

Officials said about 26,000 people had been displaced by fighting in Bama, a key town in the battle for control of Nigeria's north-eastern Borno state. 

On Wednesday, the state government denied the town had fallen. 

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· President Kiir orders for integration of former militia groups
· Jonglei reports endemic cases of Kalazar in opposition controlled areas
· Schools re-open in Mundri after a one month of teachers strike
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