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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news. 
The headlines:
· Kalazaar kills 4 children in Akoka County, Upper Nile
· AIDS commission runs cross-border treatment program for HIV/AIDS patients in neighboring countries
· Western Bahr el Ghazal calls for the creation of more counties
Four children have died and 46 people are receiving treatment for Kalazar in Akoka county, Upper Nile state. 

Akoka County commissioner, Daniel Your, says the county is facing a shortage of drugs to treat the disease. 

Daniel Your Hunger: "The situation is not good. Food is one of the thin that has challenged us. The displaced people have had no food for nearly two months and since yesterday, we were waiting at the World Food Program. We had talked to the Humanitarian Aid Commission and agreed that they will bring food by air, but it did not happen. People here are hungry and they are now eating leaves. People farms were flooded by water and we are expecting heavy rains here. All the people in the county are hungry.”

There has been another Kalazar epidemic reported in Jonglei. 

The State Ministry of health says there have been no deaths, but there are about 20 cases in the Waat and Walgak areas that are currently under control of the SPLM in the opposition.  

Kalazar is a disease spread by sandflies, and is characterized by ulcers and sores on the body.

Back to Akoka in Upper Nile, where the commissioner says the county is facing serious flooding.  
Daniel Your says gardens are submerged in water and people are facing food shortages. 

Daniel Your Kalazar: "Currently we have a problem of Kalazar disease. Three weeks ago, the epidemic outbreaks and a number of patients were admitted to the hospital. We have drugs but they are inadequate. At the beginning the number of affected people was 35 and yesterday it reached up to 46. The disease is increasing day after day. Four children died and the affected cases among children aged less than seven months as a result of not being able to eat.”
The South Sudan AIDS Commission is running a cross border mobile support program for South Sudanese nationals in neighboring countries.  

Under the program, nationals who have crossed the borders are entitled to treatment, as long as they are registered with the National AIDS commission.  

The chairperson of the AIDS commission, Esterina Novello says the complication is for people who have fled for safety and their whereabouts are not known.  

Esterina Novello: “Apart from maybe those who have fled to neighboring countries, those one of course, we don’t have any information about them and we don’t know the continuity of treatment and what are they doing right now. But we have the programme of cross border, mobile population programme we are running with the neighbouring countries – the seven or eight IGAD member countries – whereby if a client travelled from South Sudan to their country and ran out of drugs they are supposed to support, the way also we are supporting their patients here in South Sudan.”
The commission says it has enough drugs for its patients in the country.  
The chairperson says they received 9 million US dollars from the Global Fund for a two year period.

There has been a noted fall in the number of cholera cases.  

Admissions into hospitals and health centers have gone down significantly, since an outbreak was declared in May this year.  

Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha is here with more:
**************************************

“According to the latest surveillance report from the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization, the number of cases fell in all five states where cases were reported. There were only 22 cases admitted in Juba county and 15 outside Juba as of Monday this week. In Eastern Equatoria, new cholera cases reported in Torit and Ikotos counties declined from 27 to 10 cases. No new cases were reported in Magwi and Owiny Kibul. Surveillance teams remain on standby and health personnel are conducting periodic random testing in areas reporting cases of acute watery diarrhea. Toll free lines are still open for the public to report any suspected cases; reachable on 9999, 0952000098 and 0912000098. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”  

Meanwhile, more than 250 households in Yambio, Western Equatoria State have received jerrycans as part of interventions to prevent cholera.  
The jerrycans were distributed by the German Development Agency, GIZ.  
Communities in Yambio were also sensitized on practices to prevent cholera and other diseases. 
May Robert John says the assistance targeted the most vulnerable communities such as the elderly and the disabled. 

May Robert John: “Our target group is the most vulnerable community members – those who are unable to help themselves like those with disabilities or widows. All the time we have been emphasizing on washing hands and now we have brought some a tubs for at least 250 households and we also have jerrycans so that most vulnerable people can have access to safe water through clean containers. This is actually our target.”
We spoke to some of the beneficiaries, who all sounded pleased with the support. 

Vox pop: 
· “My name is Elizabeth Kerena. We are happy because of the assistance the organization has given by bringing jerrycans and water guard to help women who lost their husbands. This is really the spirit the organization can assist widows with.”

· “My name is Margret Friday. I am one of those who lost their husbands. We are happy with the organization of GIZ which brought for us those items because we are tired with the orphans whom we are enduring hardship with them. We need our country to develop and peace should come to our Country so that we can rest from what is happening to us now.”
· “My name is Moses Luize Magianga. We are very happy today to see what our organization is doing to distribute some jerrycans and some anti-bacteria and washing soap. We are very happy to see that as we are now staying here we are in a healthier condition.”
Efforts are underway to assist people affected by floods in Juba.  
The Director of Emergency Response in the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs, Alison Barnaba, says engineers are digging canals to ease water flow in Mio Saba and Gudele blocks 5, 7, 8 and 9.  
Barnaba says the Ministry is also providing some communities with food. 

Alison Barnaba: “Our part as humanitarians is we have to support them. We were able to provide some food items for 100 people… two weeks ago and now, this is the second type of assistance we are giving them. It’s almost ready – we will hand over to them soon.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

The people of Western Bahr el-Ghazal are calling for the creation of more counties.  

This came up in a three-day peace conference that has just concluded in the State capital – Wau.  

The participants said the current three counties are too big and the creation of more would encourage better service delivery. 

The participants also declared their support for the sitting government and called for an end to the conflict.  

Speaking at the closing, Vice President Wani Igga said their concerns will be looked into. 

Wani Igga: “The resolutions are divided into three parts: Some of them can be implemented locally in the state. Other resolutions can be implemented at Juba level including issues of counties, but issues of chiefs and other small things is in the state. Issues like the continuation of the elected president will go to IGAD. In the National Conference that will happen, all these issues will go above Juba. Western Bahr Ghazal should be divided into more counties because in reality three counties are not enough”.

The Vice President is traveling onto Warrap to preside over a similar conference in the State Capital Kuajok.

Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal State, the state has signed a memorandum of understanding with Egypt to improve infrastructure, mineral extraction and boost agriculture.

As part of the undertaking, the Egyptian government has made a commitment to rehabilitate the Egyptian technical institute in Western Bahr el-Ghazal.  
State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan says a team of Egyptian businessmen will visit the State next month to carry out an assessment. 

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “We learnt that the Egyptians have a desire and intention to fully cooperate with South Sudan in general. All the seven ministries that we had meetings with gave us their obligations in how to train our people for example, the Ministry of Education agreed on the rehabilitation of technical education institution in Western Bahr el Ghazal in addition to providing support for three factories, solar factory, electric lamps and a complex of wood factories. Beside the Egyptian Ministry of Irrigation will establish of an experimental farm of vegetables in an area of 100 acres. We got a number of commitments from the Egyptian ministries."

Governor Rizik Zakaria led a delegation to Egypt where he held several meetings to discuss business opportunities in South Sudan.  

There is a growing concern about increasing cases of suicides worldwide. 

The World Health Organization estimates that more than 800,000 people die each year as a result of suicide.  

In its first global report on suicide prevention, WHO says reducing access to means of suicide such as guns and pesticides and improving access to mental health care are key to preventing people from taking their own lives.  

The WHO is also calling for the de-criminalization of suicide, noting that the imprisonment of individuals who have attempted to take their own lives in some countries, is not an effective deterrent measure.

Shekhar Saxena is the Director, department of mental health and Substance abuse at WHO.

Shekhar Saxena: "Suicides are more common among people who are more than 50 years of age, but it is also a significant cause for younger deaths. It is the second leading cause of death among 15-29 year olds. Overall in the world more men commit suicide than women. However the messages in the report are more about the fact that WHO believes that suicide is preventable. People talk about a high rate in some countries and low rate in another country. Our message is that no rate is acceptable. Every suicide is preventable and every country every community needs to take a step towards decreasing the rate wherever they might be."

WHO says only about 28 countries are known to have national suicide prevention strategies.

And, Boko Haram militants continue to abduct children in north-east Nigeria.  

A report compiled by a group of NGOs operating in Nigeria says activities of the Islamic militants have had a negative impact on education, with a number of schools remaining closed. 

Janine Morna, the author of the report, says children are forced to join the Islamic militant group or face death.  

Janine Morna: "Boko Haram abducts boys and girls and in particular forces boys to join their ranks or face death. Sometimes the group pressures families to have their children join Boko Haram and in one case documented by Watchlist, a 13 year old who refused to join had two of his family members killed. In other cases the group incentivises disaffected, unemployed youth in Borno State and other areas of the northeast to join for money. In recent months there has been a disturbing uptake in the participation of girls in attacks by Boko Haram." 

 

More than 270 schoolgirls were abducted from a school in Chibok in April this year.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Kalazaar kills 4 children in Akoka County, Upper Nile.

· AIDS commission runs cross-border treatment program for HIV/AIDS patients in neighboring countries.

· Western Bahr el Ghazal calls for the creation of more counties.   
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