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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Kalazaar kills four children in Akoka County, Upper Nile

· Survey shows the role of social media in the ongoing conflict 

· Citizens in Yambio demonstrate for peace
Four children have died and 46 people are receiving treatment for Kalazar in Akoka county, Upper Nile state. 

Akoka County Commissioner Daniel Your says the county is facing a shortage of drugs to treat the disease. 

Daniel Your Kalazar: "Currently we have a problem of Kalazar disease. Three weeks ago, the epidemic outbreaks and a number of patients were admitted to the hospital. We have drugs but they are inadequate. At the beginning the number of affected people was 35 and yesterday it reached up to 46. The disease is increasing day after day. Four children died and the affected cases among children aged less than seven months as a result of not being able to eat.”

There has been another Kalazar epidemic reported in Jonglei. 

The State Ministry of health says there have been no deaths, but there are about 20 cases in the Waat and Walgak areas that are currently under control of the SPLM in the opposition.  

Kalazar is a disease spread by sandflies, and is characterized by ulcers and sores on the body.

Back to Akoka in Upper Nile, where the commissioner says the county is facing serious flooding.  

Daniel Your says gardens are submerged in water and people are facing food shortages. 

Daniel Your Hunger: "The situation is not good. Food is one of the thin that has challenged us. The displaced people have had no food for nearly two months and since yesterday, we were waiting at the World Food Program. We had talked to the Humanitarian Aid Commission and agreed that they will bring food by air, but it did not happen. People here are hungry and they are now eating leaves. People farms were flooded by water and we are expecting heavy rains here. All the people in the county are hungry.”

A survey conducted by the civil society highlights the role of social media in the political crisis. 

The survey conducted by the civil society group, Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) reveals that social media site Facebook was used to promote violence from the start of the conflict in December up to April.  

CEPO Executive Director Edmund Yakani says a large number of Facebook users have since shifted to using the forum to advocate for peace.  

Edmund Yakani: “The shift was so huge that they shifted from 60 per cent supporting violence and then kept on increasing but when IGAD negotiation process started they shifted to 71% shifted to from using Facebook for violence they started using Facebook for leadership and governance reform in South Sudan. That is what has happened”.

Radio Miraya spoke to a few Facebook users to get their views on the role of social media during the conflict. 

Vox pops
· “Most of the time I use Facebook to connect to my friends and discuss some social issues but anyway I can see Facebook is kind of influential in terms of the way young people are contributing to the crisis in our country.”
· “I use Facebook to connect to my friends more especially in groups like community groups and community pages so I can share updates on current events and what is happening across the globe.”
· “It can affect people positively and negatively so it is good to use Facebook to express positive ideas and to bring peace.”
CEPO gathered its data from 6,000 volunteers. 

Citizens of Western Equatoria have held a peaceful demonstration in the state capital Yambio demanding for peace.  

Hundreds of people marched on the streets of the town calling for an end to the conflict. 

We captured some of their comments.  

Vox-pops 
· “On behalf of women in Western Equatoria State, what we are saying is no to war. We need peace. Women in South Sudan, we suffered. We don’t want to go back again to war.”
· “The issue of war… Most things are now in poor shape. The road to Western Equatoria State is impassable and there are no more vehicles from here going to Juba. The money which could be used to construct road all is going for war. Because of this we are saying no to war. We need peace.”
· “We came here to say that we don’t want war. Those who are near with to those fighting tell them that Western Equatoria State is not supporting war and it should not come here. Our people who went to IGAD they came up with a document, inside that document we are encouraging that peace must come to South Sudan as a whole.”
Addressing the crowd at the Yambio freedom square, State Governor, Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro reiterated the call for peace.

Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro: “We don’t want war. We need peace for everybody. Women stand strong, your children are dying and women died in a big number at this time. Children died in this war. Our stand here is we don’t want war again it must stop. We said here that the type of governance which could be good for South Sudan, and for us here in Western Equatoria State we said federalism is the best for us and it is also inside the protocol. You like it or you don’t like, it’s already inside because it is the right of people and it is what people want.”
The South Sudan AIDS Commission is running a cross border mobile support program for South Sudanese nationals in neighboring countries.  

Under the program, nationals who have crossed the borders are entitled to treatment, as long as they are registered with the National AIDS commission.  

The chairperson of the AIDS commission, Esterina Novello says the complication is for people who have fled for safety and their whereabouts are not known.  

Esterina Novello: “Apart from maybe those who have fled to neighboring countries, those one of course, we don’t have any information about them and we don’t know the continuity of treatment and what are they doing right now. But we have the programme of cross border, mobile population programme we are running with the neighbouring countries – the seven or eight IGAD member countries – whereby if a client travelled from South Sudan to their country and ran out of drugs they are supposed to support, the way also we are supporting their patients here in South Sudan.”

The commission says it has enough drugs for its patients in the country.  

The chairperson says they received 9 million US dollars from the Global Fund for a two year period.

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

There has been a noted fall in the number of cholera cases.  

Admissions into hospitals and health centers have gone down significantly, since an outbreak was declared in May this year.  

Radio Miraya’s Sworo Charles Elisha is here with more:

**************************************

“According to the latest surveillance report from the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization, the number of cases fell in all five states where cases were reported. There were only 22 cases admitted in Juba county and 15 outside Juba as of Monday this week. In Eastern Equatoria, new cholera cases reported in Torit and Ikotos counties declined from 27 to 10 cases. No new cases were reported in Magwi and Owiny Kibul. Surveillance teams remain on standby and health personnel are conducting periodic random testing in areas reporting cases of acute watery diarrhea. Toll free lines are still open for the public to report any suspected cases; reachable on 9999, 0952000098 and 0912000098. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”  

Efforts are underway to assist people affected by floods in Juba.  

The Director of Emergency Response in the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs, Alison Barnaba, says engineers are digging canals to ease water flow in Mio Saba and Gudele blocks 5, 7, 8 and 9.  

Barnaba says the Ministry is also providing some communities with food. 

Authorities in Lainya County are ending a training workshop on basic human rights. 

Thirty-five participants including councilors, chiefs and payam directors attended the training. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya reports:

*************************************************************

Chaplain Nemaya: “The training is designed to give the local authorities a better understanding of human rights to enable them conduct their work effectively and fairly.”

The training is being facilitated by the Association of European Parliamentarians with Africa (AWEPA). 

John Simon Yokwe, the AWEPA operation support manager, says the training is beneficial to the participants.

Lainya County Commissioner Huda Micha Laila says the skills attained will enable the authorities conduct their business properly.

Huda Micha Laila: “To make the councilors know their roles and the citizens know their roles such trainings must be conducted so that together we deliver the right services to our people.”

Chaplain Nemaya: “With past and the present conflict, respect of human right is of major concern. I am Chaplain Nemaya for Radio Miraya News.”
The people of Western Bahr el-Ghazal are calling for the creation of more counties.  

This came up in a three-day peace conference that has just concluded in the State capital, Wau.  

The participants said the current three counties are too big and the creation of more would encourage better service delivery. 

The participants also declared their support for the sitting government and called for an end to the conflict.  

Speaking at the closing, Vice President Wani Igga said their concerns will be looked into. 

Wani Igga: “The resolutions are divided into three parts: Some of them can be implemented locally in the state. Other resolutions can be implemented at Juba level including issues of counties, but issues of chiefs and other small things is in the state. Issues like the continuation of the elected president will go to IGAD. In the National Conference that will happen, all these issues will go above Juba. Western Bahr Ghazal should be divided into more counties because in reality three counties are not enough”.

The Vice President is traveling onto Warrap to preside over a similar conference in the State Capital Kuajok.

And, Boko Haram militants continue to abduct children in north-east Nigeria.  

A report compiled by a group of NGOs operating in Nigeria says activities of the Islamic militants have had a negative impact on education, with a number of schools remaining closed. 

Janine Morna, the author of the report, says children are forced to join the Islamic militant group or face death.  

Janine Morna: "Boko Haram abducts boys and girls and in particular forces boys to join their ranks or face death. Sometimes the group pressures families to have their children join Boko Haram and in one case documented by Watchlist, a 13 year old who refused to join had two of his family members killed. In other cases the group incentivises disaffected, unemployed youth in Borno State and other areas of the northeast to join for money. In recent months there has been a disturbing uptake in the participation of girls in attacks by Boko Haram." 

 

More than 270 schoolgirls were abducted from a school in Chibok in April this year.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Kalazaar kills four children in Akoka County, Upper Nile

· Survey shows the role of social media in the ongoing conflict 

· Citizens in Yambio demonstrate for peace
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