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Good Evening. It’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines

· UNMISS confirms UN helicopter was shot down in Bentiu last month
· President Kiir signs media bills into law
· Students in Raja demonstrate over a lack of teachers
An initial investigation into the crash of a UN helicopter last month has established that the chopper was shot down. 

Preliminary investigations conducted by the United Nations and South Sudanese and Russian experts has uncovered evidence to indicate that the helicopter was shot in Bentiu.   

In a statement just released, UNMISS has confirmed that, during a phone call with a Mission’s  staff member in Bentiu, Peter Gadet, the commander of opposition forces in Unity State, threatened to shoot down the helicopter, claiming UNMISS aircraft were being used to transport SPLA troops. 

UNMISS stresses this is a preliminary finding and investigations continue to establish the exact cause of the incident.  

Three Russian pilots were killed in the August 26th crash.
The long awaited media bills have been signed into law.  

President Salva Kiir endorsed the laws this morning, four years after they started the legislation process in Parliament.  

Speaking to journalists shortly after the signing, the President’s press secretary, Ateny Wek Ateny, explained that the three new laws would guide journalism in the country.  

Ateny: “You have the following bills which have been signed by the President and have come into law. As I sit and talk with you here, we already have a media law in South Sudan. We have the Media Authority bill 2013, the Right of Access to Information bill 2013 and the Public Broadcasting Corporation bill.  All the three bills have become an act of law that are capable of being implemented in South Sudan by the relevant authorities.”

We spoke with the chairperson of the Union of Journalists for South Sudan, Oliver Modi, who welcomed the bills.  

Modi says media operations will now be guided by the law.
Modi: “That means to the journalists that we are now working where the rule of law is the one to speak to us as people of the Republic of South Sudan. We are going to work in an environment where, if a journalist has gone outside the law, then the law can apply to him or her. If the public outside went outside the law then the law is to speak to those individuals. If the government is also moving outside the law, then the law also will bring the government back to the boat. Meaning all of us will be moving within the boat of the law.”
Students of Raja Secondary school in Western Bahr el-Ghazal State have held a peaceful demonstration against a lack of teachers. 

The students marched on the streets of Raja town, calling for the recruitment of more teachers.  

Raja County Director of Education, John Lino Gelengere, says the county was affected by a recent screening exercise for qualified teachers conducted in the state. 

Gelengere is calling on the state Ministry to speed up the employment process, but also asked the students to remain patient. 
Gelengere: “The demonstration started from Raja Secondary School. It came to basic school, then the education office, continued to the County Headquarters and ended up in the market. The destruction in the basic school is in the windows and doors all broken. In the education Headquarters, all the burglar proof windows are broken, a lot of stones are thrown in, but computers are not affected. Yesterday after the demonstration, county security selected five from them and we sat with them and asked them of their problems. They say no teachers, they paid their fees and they are not taught”.    
A government team investigating human rights abuses committed during the conflict has completed their mission in Bor, Jonglei State. 

The team has collected testimonies from survivors and eyewitnesses and has also met with state officials and humanitarian aid Agencies. 

Jonglei’s Information Minister, Judy Jonglei Boyoris, says the three-man team left for Juba yesterday and will disclose the findings after meeting with the President.

Jonglei: “They did not disclose the information. Actually, they said they want to meet the President. If he says so then they will disclose the information.” 

Jonglei says a team from the African Union investigating human rights abuses has also arrived in the state on a similar mission.

Jonglei: “The African Union Commission of Enquiry, they came yesterday to Jonlgei State. They want to do an investigation also on who were involved, accountability and other things.”
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The UN Special Envoy for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui says children in South Sudan continue to pay a high price for conflict.  

Speaking during a Security Council debate in New York, Zerrougui noted that there is progress to better protect children globally, but says there are still lapses in new crisis areas such as in South Sudan, Nigeria, Iraq and Gaza. 

Zerrougui stressed that the international community must make better use of the tools they have to ensure that perpetrators face prosecution.

Zerrougui: “Children are the future of society. Longstanding peace will never be achieved without giving children the means, skills, and education to re-build a society and institutions torn by armed conflict.”
A rise in kala-azar cases has been reported in Akoka county of Upper Nile State.  
Nearly 60 cases have been reported so far. County Commissioner Daniel Yor says there is a need for more medical personnel.  

Yor says there are only two medical officers attending to the patients. 

Yor: “The number of the cases of kalazar is on the rise day after day. Now the number of cases is 51, in addition to eight others that have been treated and so the whole number is 59 cases, and this means there is a rise. There are citizens who cross several miles six hours away and up to now we are not able to know whether the disease is going to stop or not. And in the next few days there shall be a lack of medicine.”

In regional news
Sudanese authorities have released a senior member of the opposition Umma Party who was detained last month, after the party reached a deal to cooperate with rebels. 

Umma’s youth leader, Mohammed Madi, is quoted in the media as saying Mariam al-Mahdi, deputy leader of the party led by her father Sadiq al-Mahdi, was released today.
His statement gave no more details but pictured Mariam al-Mahdi speaking on the telephone and gathered with her sisters. 

The official SUNA news agency, in a brief dispatch, confirmed that Mahdi has been freed.
In May, Sadiq al-Mahdi himself was also detained by the National Intelligence and Security Service, spending a month in custody. 

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with eth latest updated.

Pawon’s report:
*********************************************

Several matches took place in the Division One tournament. Nassir FC beat Kator FC 3-1 at Juba Stadium last evening, while Yambio St. Mary beat Cobra FC 2-1. In Torit, Ematong defeated table leaders Burkan FC 2-1 at Freedom Square, while in Wau,  Hilal beat al Fahal team 2-1. Merikh FC and Nile ended their game in a goalless draw, while in  Kuajok, Salaam beat Kuajok united 3-1.  In today’s matches, Melekeia take on Al-Merikh at Juba Stadium, while in Yambio Villa United takes on table leaders Yambio stars.   I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.

To end the news, the main stories once again.
· UNMISS confirms UN helicopter was shot down in Bentiu last month
· President kiir signs media bills into law
· Students in Raja demonstrate over a lack of teachers
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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