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Good Afternoon, it’s 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines

· Seven killed from suspected cholera in Lobonok Payam, Juba County
· Women at UN protection site in Malakal, speak out against rape
· Student protest forces suspension of lessons at Rumbek Secondary School  

Suspected cases of cholera have been reported in Lobonok Payam of Juba County in Central Equatoria State.  

So far seven people have died and 40 people are receiving treatment. 

The State Surveillance Officer, Yona Kenyi, says samples of infected persons have been sent to Kenya for confirmation. 

Kenyi: “What we have recorded, the total suspected cases were 40 as of 5th of August with seven deaths. There have already been actions taken. We have pre-positioned supplies, then together with partners we managed to take some tents because at the place where these suspected cases are being admitted, they are just mingled together with the other cases of different diseases. So with the help of the partners, particularly WHO, and NPA, we managed to take tents and supplies to Parger because the center is in Parger, actually, where these cases are being treated.”
The death toll from inter-communal clashes in Tonj East County of Warrap State has risen from 30 to 40 people. 

The state minister of information, Paul Dull Gum, says the clashes started last week between communities of the Toug and Adal clans, after a man and woman from either side got married. 

The clashes have left more than 60 people wounded.  

Gum says extra security has been deployed to the area and an unspecified number of suspects have been arrested.  

Gum: “The authorities got the information on the fifth of this month, September. A fight in East Tong County in an area called Luau. The fight continued from the 5th to the 6th of this month. Initially the people used  sticks  but from  the  7th  to the morning of the  9th  they were using  firearms. We managed to send a team led by the acting governor, who is present in Romech, the capital of East Tong. The conflict ceased, but unfortunately we lost 40 people and 66 others were wounded. Some we sent to Tong South and North counties hospitals for treatment.”
The state minister says some 20 people who were wounded were not able to access the hospital because of the bad condition of the roads.

Nearly nine months since the start of the crisis, a civil society organization is calling for peace and assistance for those affected.  

Community Action for Peace and Development Association is re-iterating calls to the government and the Opposition to use dialogue and peaceful means to resolve the conflict. 

The chairperson, Asheraf Ali Asheraf Amule, says people’s livelihoods have been severely affected. 

 

Asheraf: “How will somebody dig while there is no peace. This conflict has affected everybody, even if you are not from the Dinka or Nuer. Unity of purpose should be the one to unite South Sudan. We should forget that this is Dinka, this is Bari, this is Nuer, and this is Murle.” 

 

Community Action for Peace and Development Association works in areas of conflict transformation and non-violent approaches.
Women at the UNMISS protection site in Malakal, Upper Nile, are speaking out against rape.  

The women made the call during a sensitization workshop organized by the Gender unit and the Public Information office of the UN mission.  

The women shared their experiences at the camp. 

Vox pops:
“We are staying here in the PoC of Malakal. We discussed in our weekly meetings that abortion cases are increasing as there are four cases reported and there are other cases unknown”.

“Our children are lost. What we want to say to our men; we want peace. Because our girls are getting pregnant at an early age at 13 and 14 years old. Giving birth at that age is difficult so she goes and gets an abortion or they make agreement with those boys to get an abortion.”    

Patricia Paul, from the UNMISS gender office pledged the mission’s support. 

 She said the UN mission is raising awareness about gender-based violence and family planning.

Paul: “In the Gender section in UNMISS, we focus on awareness for all the community. And in our meetings with women committees, we also focus on the risks of sexual violence because this is one common problems in the camp. And now we have the phenomenon of abortion resulting from four rape cases reported. That’s why we are focusing more on how to reduce abortion, which is happening because of un-wanted pregnancy. And to reduce un-wanted pregnancy we need to raise awareness to women, men, girls and elders on how to use family planning methods.”

The Protection of Civilian site in Malakal is currently accommodating more than 17,000 IDPs. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Lessons at Rumbek Secondary School in Lakes State have been suspended, after students protested the use of the new South Sudan syllabus.  

The school’s deputy head teacher for academic affairs, Adongkena Kenneth, says classes have been halted after a group of students mobilized candidates not to attend classes under the new curriculum. 

Adongkena says 300 students believed to have been behind the protest have been suspended.  

Kenneth: “We happened to get some little misunderstanding between students and the School Administration on issues to do with curriculum. We found letters written by student’s places on each and every room of the candidate classes, instructing students not to attend classes because we are teaching them South Sudan curriculum. And yet they, students, demand for the Sudan and confirmed to us that they are the ones who wrote it. They are not ready to receive teachers until this issue is resolved.”

The deputy head teacher says classes will resume once the issue has been resolved by the National Ministry of Education.

The National Ministry of Education, Science and Technology is scaling up training of teachers to improve education standards.

The Ministry is in discussions with its partners to establish the number of trained teachers and streamline the teacher training programme. 

One such partner is the Strømme Foundation, a Norwegian organization supporting teacher education in the country. 

An advisor in the foundation, Lars Saaghus, says teacher training is important for development.

Saaghus: “From the Stromme Foundation … education is really important for the development. And teacher training also is a crucial point because if you don’t have good teachers it doesn’t help your students. Together with the government we are going to support a rapid teacher training college that is government run. And we funded, very interesting to support, one government-run and one private NGO-run teacher training college. We thing also that those two together can have a lot of influence on each other.” 

Negative public perceptions and a lack of resources are threatening the operation of National Vocational Centers. 
The director of vocational training in the Ministry of Labour, Ben Waigo, tells Radio Miraya only two of the five centers in the country are operational.

He says there are no qualified instructors willing to join the centers due to negative public attitudes and a lack of resources.

Waigo: “Instructors who can come and teach in vocational training centers, they are not there because from the beginning our people do not know the value of vocational training centers. So even if we advertise we get few people who have interest in vocational training centers. But we are trying to change that phase. So now MTC is in full swing. It is working, but Malakal is no longer working, even Maban is not working. Alual Luak, soon it will start working. And then Wau is working. We are trying very hard that all these vocational training centers should be in full swing.”  

Meanwhile, the undersecretary at the ministry of Labour, Hellen Achiro, says the 1 million pounds allocated in the current budget to go towards vocational training is not enough.

  

The Directorate of Vocational Training at the ministry of labour is putting final touches on the draft of the national policy on vocational training.
An International NGO assisting displaced persons at the UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu says more attention needs to be put into the education of IDPs.  

INTERSOS says many of the children have missed months of school because of the ongoing conflict.  

The organization’s monitoring assistant at the Bentiu Protection of Civilian site, James Lei Chan, says the government should also consider preparing exams for the children at the camps. 

Chan: “The worst things, also the pupils in this POC did not sit their examinations because  of the problem of insecurity. Even the leaving secondary certificate did not sit their examinations because of the insecurity. Also we have advocated and we talk with the NGO and also the government. The government should see the suffering of these POC pupils so that the examinations are prepared and the (children), they should also be in the level of other pupils or students in different states.” 

The Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu is currently accommodating up to 47,000 IDPs.  
A two day conference is underway in Juba to consider public opinions for the constitutional review process.  

The conference is going through the views that were collected from the States during the public engagement process last year.

Participants include law makers and members of the civil society. 

The leader of the minority in the house, Onyoti Adigo, says the input from the gathering will be used in the ongoing constitutional review process. 

Adigo: “We have the constitutional process which is going on and then the transitional constitution said it will be taken to the parliament or to the national legislature in which we say that in the constitution making, either you make constitution Assembly which they make for the constitution or you go for referendum on the constitution. And I am happy sometimes there were some members from the leaders of government accepting that whenever there is any problem in one or two articles in the constitution they are ready to give it to the people for a referendum which I think is very important.”

The conference is organized by the South Sudan Law Society.
In regional news
The UN Special Representative to Sudan and South Sudan, Haile Menkerios, has met with Sudan’s defense minister to review the implementation process of joint agreements signed between the Juba and Khartoum governments. 
During the meeting, Defense Minister Maj. General Abdul Rahim Mohamed Hussein, stressed the necessity for implementation of all the agreements, especially the determination of the border Zero Line.

General Hussein said Sudan has opened its doors for South Sudanese fleeing the ongoing conflict, and treats them as citizens.

The UN official praised Sudan's efforts to realize stability and security and encouraged further dialogue.
And for sports Samuel Pawon is here with our regular updates ….

Pawon: 
In the ongoing Division One football tournament, Rainbow FC defeated El-Hilal 2-nil at Juba Stadium on Wednesday evening.  In Aweil’s Freedom Square, Akweam FC beat Hai el Tuch 1- nil, while in Yambio, Nile City emerged winners over Wahida FC after a 5-1 win at Budeway Stadium. In today’s matches in Yambio, Villa United take on St. Mary.  Villa United needs to win today’s match to be declared champs of Western Equatoria. In Aweil, Korok FC takes on El Zera team.

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Seven killed from suspected cholera in Lobonok Payam, Juba County
· Women at UN protection site in Malakal, speak out against rape.

· Student protest forces suspension of lessons at Rumbek Secondary school.

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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