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Good Evening, it’s 5 pm. I am David Lukan with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines
· Foreign Affairs Minister clarifies on employment of foreign nationals
· Sixteen killed in overnight attacks in Lakes State 
· Cancer unit opens in Rumbek hospital  

The government has clarified on an order issued by the Labour Ministry, directing for the dismissal of foreign nationals holding key positions in private companies and non-governmental organizations.  

Addressing the media in Juba today, Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin said the order targets low-level positions and does not apply to professionals holding technical positions such as nurses, Head of Missions, Country Directors and Financial Controllers. 
Marial says this will be done in consultation with the respective companies.

Benjamin: “The Government of South Sudan is not expelling any foreign workers in this country. We want this statement to be very clear. With regards to the laws which are found in any country here within the region, there are labor regulations that specify certain jobs for nationals and for non-nationals like in any other country. And those will be later on discussed with these companies. We are not throwing out anyone.”

Marial further said the circular excludes all United Nations agencies, diplomatic corporations and organizations that signed bilateral agreements with the government.

Earlier today, the Country Director of the United Nations Development Programme, UNDP, called for further discussions with the government regarding the ministerial order.  

Balazs Horvath welcomed the main objective, to empower and employ South Sudanese, but said the approach would not ensure sustainability.  

Horvath: “I can tell you, UNDP does want this, for South Sudanese to have as many jobs as possible, as many high-level jobs as possible to have this country grow in a sustainable manner and as fast as possible. But this approach would not pass the test of sustainability, not as it is formulated right now.  I strongly believe in dialogue. I think that if there is a discussion that is started then this can be resolved.  I can tell you that if in four weeks, all foreigners are ordered out of this country, this would not help rapid sustainable growth in South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, UNDP has launched its annual Human Development Report. 

The report ranks countries’ human development against political, economic and social indicators.  

This year’s report speaks of progress in technology and education but says the progress is being undermined by loss of lives and natural and man-made crises.
UNDP Country Director Balazs Horvath says South Sudan is not reflected in this global year’s index because of the unavailability of data. 

Horvath: “This is the global report for UNDP. Globally, that report has a human development index which quantifies the exact position of countries relative to each other in the area of human development. And in that list South Sudan unfortunately is not yet included. That has to do with data difficulties as the minister rightly noted. These difficulties should be overcome and I was very delighted to hear that he will instruct his people to work with UNDP to ensure that the will be available for the next years report.”
Sixteen people, including a county Director, were killed last night in separate attacks in Lakes State.  

The state security advisor, Marial Amoum Malek, says the county director of lands, Maliet Alueth, was among nine people targeted in what appear to be revenge attacks.  

Malek says another seven people were killed in different incidents in Rumbek Central and Rumbek North counties.  

Marial blames the escalating insecurity in the state on the availability of firearms.  

Amoum: “So the main things disturbing people here in the state are proliferation of firearms and the spirit of revenge. These are the main causes of all this insecurity. In any corner in Lakes State here, the spirit of revenge attack occupies the minds of the civilian population. On the way to Maper, that ambush killed seven people -- six from Rumbek North and one from Rumbek Central. In Cueibet, the report I got is talking about nine people from both sides.”

State authorities over the weekend imposed a seven-day, dusk to dawn curfew in Rumbek town in an attempt to stop the movement of criminal elements.

The European Commission says sustained funding and integrated efforts by aid agencies will help to address the urgent humanitarian needs, triggered by the crisis.  

The European Commission’s director for operations, humanitarian aid and protection, Jean Louis, says the European Union will announce a supplementary donation of 20 million Euros in addition to a pledge of more than 80 million Euros pledged at the Oslo conference in May.

Louis: “We ourselves in the European Union expect to be able to top up our intervention, which was up to 86 million Euros until now,  by a supplementary 20 million Euros, which could be announced by Commissioner Giogeber next week. The humanitarian situation has not improved since last time I was there in Spring. Humanitarian corridors are in the process of being opened in Sudan and Ethiopia for the time being. We prevented the worst happening to start programing our aid and intervention, in the mid and long term.”
The Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly has received a budget of more than 400 million pounds for the 2014 – 2015 fiscal year.  

The resource envelope was presented by the Acting State Finance Minister, Joseph John Kulang. 

The Chairperson of the Assembly’s Committee on Finance and Economic Development, James Juma Peter, says the budget focuses on provision of social services. 

Peter: “This budget has been presented to the house to the tune of 428.6 million SSP. A portion of it is in the form of a block grant that comes the National Ministry of Finance. There are priority areas that are geared towards social service delivery in the state. Education carries a budget of 14.1 million and health, of course, being very important, carries 58.9 million. Infrastructure carries 21.5 million.”
The budget has been passed to the Finance and Public Account Committees for their input and will be presented back to the house for deliberation in 21 days.

The South Sudan Muslim Council has finalized preparations for the Muslim annual pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The Council is organizing travel for Muslims wishing to take part in the holy rituals scheduled for the 25th of this month to the 5th of October. 

A team from the Council has returned from Saudi Arabia where they had gone to sort out arrangements for the pilgrims. 

Speaking on return, the secretary for pilgrimage at the Council, Abdella Deng Nial, says travel and accommodation arrangements have been put in place.  

Nial: “Arrangements for the pilgrimage are always done before the trip has been made. We met all the relevant authorities and singed agreements.  While on the pilgrimage, the people will move from one point to another so we have organized for transport and accommodation in Saudi Arabia. We paid an advance for accommodation in Makkah and Al Medina and all arrangements have been completed. Anybody able to go for the pilgrimage can do so because a delegation from Saudi Arabia Foreign office is in Juba to issue entry visas.”

Muslims traveling under the Supreme Council are required to pay a fee of 5,000 US dollars.

Meanwhile, the chairperson of the Muslim Council and head of the delegation, Al Tahir Bior, says the Council is still waiting for a donation of 200,000 US dollars made by President Salva Kiir towards the pilgrimage.  
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The Ministries of Health in Upper Nile and Jonglei States will receive new ambulances to assist maternal health care.  
Each state will receive one ambulance to assist women to reach lifesaving maternal health services in the conflict affected states.

The vehicles were donated by the Japanese government and will be managed by the NGO International Medical Assistance, IMA.  

The UN Population Fund, UNFPA, estimates that up to 30,000 South Sudanese women are at risk of dying in childbirth due to complications and 200,000 pregnant women will be in need of urgent care before the end of the year. 
In Lakes State, a department of oncology has been opened at Rumbek hospital, to attend to cancer patients.  

The Cancer Clinic has so far treated eight patients with cancer tumors, and is open to patients from across the country. 

The head of the clinic, Doctor Rossi Shamir, says they are receiving several patients. 

Shamir: “We discovered many cancer cases as well as primary diseases for tropical countries. So far we have treated eight people. By grace, they are all alive and they are responding well. Some of them are cured, some still under treatment. The biggest number we have is child cancer, which is meanly leukemia.”

The Rumbek Cancer Clinic is run as a partnership between the Bavaria Cancer Clinic, a German based non-profit organization and the Episcopal Church of Sudan.
Police in Western Bahr el Ghazal have arrested a businessman for selling expired rice.  

The Acting State Police Commissioner, Brig. Deng Malual Mabur, says the trader was found with 800 bags of the expired grain at his shop in Wau market.  

Mabur says he was found by police CID detectives filling the expired rice in sacks stamped with new manufacturing and expiry dates.  

Malual: “A store full of expired rice. A businessman brings old women to clean it and he brings new bags, fills them and sells them to markets. We have arrested him and he is now with CID. A case will be opened and the law takes its course. He can be deported.  I appeal to the state government to look for such people and monitor the market, and the bureau of standards should work with CID teams in other places. ”
And U.S President Barack Obama has called the Ebola outbreak in West Africa "a threat to global security", as he announced a larger US role in fighting the virus.

The world was looking to the US, Mr Obama said, but added that the outbreak required a "global response".

The measures announced included ordering 3,000 US troops to the region and building new healthcare facilities.

Ebola has killed 2,461 people this year, about half of those infected, the World Health Organization (WHO) said.

The announcement came as UN officials called the outbreak a health crisis "unparalleled in modern times".
And Samuel Pawon is here with our regular sports update.

 “We start with the ongoing division football tournaments. In Wau, El Fahal FC beat Gazala 1-nil while Etihad and Ahli ended their match in a goalless draw. Still in Wau, Tahrir FC and Khor Mudir ended up their match in a 2 all draw. In Warrap, Tiger United beat Kuajok FC 2-1 while in Torit, Nile city and Torit United ended their game in a goalless draw. In Northern Baher el Ghazal, the Aweil Lions thrashed Afada United 6-goals to nothing. In today’s matches, Aweil Stars take on Akweam United and in Torit we will have Second Division games where Kediopa FC play United and Simba takes on Liberty FC at  the Torit Freedom Square.  In Kuajock, Salam takes on El Merikh.

Looking at International football, in last night’s champion’s group stage matches, Real Madrid thrashed Swiss side Basel 5-1 to begin the defense of their Champions League title, while Liverpool managed a 2-1 penalty win over Bulgarian champs Ludogorets. In Group D matches, Borussia Dortmund secured its first three points after 2-0 win against Arsenal at home, while Monaco beat Bayer Leverkusen 1-nil and Olympiakos managed a 3-2 victory over Atletico Madrid. Tonight, five-time European champions Bayern Munich will face Manchester City and Chelsea meets Schalke FC. Spanish side Barcelona will face Appel Nice and Ajax Amsterdam takes on Paris St German.

I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.”
To end the news, the main stories once again.
· Foreign Affairs Minister clarifies on employment of foreign nationals

· Sixteen killed in overnight attacks in Lakes State
· Cancer unit opens in Rumbek hospital.  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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