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Good Afternoon, it’s 1 pm, I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines
· US government announces sanctions on two military commanders, as more fighting is reported in Upper Nile

· Central bank governor briefs Parliament on dual exchange rate

· Education Ministry reviews plans to include peace education in the national curriculum
The government says sanctions announced against two military commanders are not helpful.  
The United States government on Thursday announced restrictions against opposition commander Gen. James Koang Chol and Gen. Santino Deng Wol of the SPLA, accusing them of violating the ceasefire agreements.  
The sanctions freeze any of their assets on US territory and bans Americans from any business dealings with them.  
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesperson, Mawien Makol Arik says the sanctions are not helpful to the government. 

Mawien: ‘The sanctions on the government, I think is not helpful because we are saying the government is cooperating and complying with the mediation and the international community as regard with the peace process that is going on. So more sanctions on the government is not helpful. What we need as a government is support to be able to come out of the crisis as soon as possible.”

Ambassador Mawien Makol Arik says the sanctions do not constitute any change to the South Sudan-US diplomatic relationship.
The opposition has not yet responded to the sanctions on one of its generals on violating cease-fire.

The opposition is yet to respond to the restrictions.
Meanwhile, fighting is continuing in Upper Nile. 

More shelling has been reported in Renk town, after clashes broke out between government and opposition forces on Wednesday evening.  

SPLA spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says opposition forces continued to shell their positions overnight through Friday morning. 

Aguer also reports fighting in Dolieb, South of Malakal. 

Spokesperson of the opposition forces Brigadier Lul Ruwai confirms the clashes in Rank town.  
Lul however says the fighting was amongst the SPLA forces.

US President Barrack Obama has named a new ambassador to South Sudan.  

Mary Catherine Phee replaces Susan Page whose term in office came to an end last month.
The governor of the Central Bank and ministers of three line ministries have briefed the national legislative assembly on a dual exchange rate on the market.  

Governor Kornelio Koriom Mayik appeared alongside the Ministers of Finance, Interior and National security.

Reech Malual is here with more.

Reech’s report: Addressing members of the Parliamentary Economic Committee, Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni cautioned that having official and black market rates operating alongside each other is having negative effects on the economy.  

Sabuni: “It is us who are preventing the NGOs and the donors to come and bank with us so as long as we continue to maintain this parallel exchange rate we are telling the donors to keep their money outside.  

Central Bank Governor Kornelio Koriom however justified the existence of two operating rates, saying US dollars are scarce, making dual rates unavoidable.
Koriom: “The dollar is scarce and therefore we cannot and by any way avoid the question of a dual rate, which is in the market today.  

The Governor said the black market is being supplied by NGOs and humanitarian agencies.  The Ministers of the Interior and National Security, Aleu Ayeny Aleu and Mamur Mete, in their submissions explained that they have not cracked down on the black market dealers because they have not received any such directive from the Central Bank. The chairperson of the assembly’s committee of finance and economy, Goch Makuach Mayol, says the MPs will present a report before the house to seek a resolution.
 I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.
The National Ministry of Education is reviewing plans to integrate life skills and peace education into the national curriculum.  

The UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, is supporting a pilot programme to test the basic guidelines in selected schools and youth centers across the country.  

The proposed curriculum incorporates issues to do with health, peace building and trauma management.   

Thelma Majela is the programme manager of the life skills and peace-building programme in UNICEF.  

She says the curriculum is applicable to children in and out of school. 

Majela: “Indeed, this curriculum is for the nation. It is going to go out. We need to train the teachers all over the country, even the youth officers, because South Sudan, we cannot just develop curriculum guidelines for in-school because we have a lot of children who are out of school. So the curriculum we have developed is for in and out of school youth. A church can use this curriculum, an NGO, a school, and the Ministry of Youth. So it is open to all children in an out of school.”

Meanwhile, the deputy Minister of education says literacy is more than just reading and writing. 

Bol Makueng says literacy works to promote gender equality and peace in the society. 

Makueng also stressed the importance of educating women.

Makueng: “It is not just about writing and reading you can see there. It is for gender equality, for peace and for self-reliance. It is actually for writing and reading as well as for skills that are needed to run day-to-day lives of our people. It is for peace and harmony. And for women who actually have been breadwinners, it is more than that. It is about being a family doctor. The midwives who actually deliver our children, the health educators, the people who actually get new information and spread it quickly in our society are women, they are the best educators.”

The deputy minister was speaking during national celebrations to mark International Literacy Day.  

The day is commemorated on the 8th of September, but the celebrations were delayed. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The international medical charity, Doctors without Borders, or MSF, has announced plans to pull out of Mingkaman camp in Lakes State. 
The organization has already started scaling back its activities and aims to close the Mingkaman project on the 15th of next month.
The head of MSF in South Sudan, Grigor Simonyan, says they are pulling out because the number of patients has gone down.
Simonyan says they will continue to provide emergency medical services in other locations across the country. 

Simonyan: “Because there are more organizations doing the same work, the number of patients coming to our hospital has gone down. So we are leaving. There are other actors that are working in the field and, as you know, MSF is an emergency organization and its main objective is to respond to emergencies. Now Mingkaman is partly safe and we are looking through the other actors for more sustainable solution.”

The host community and IDPs at the camp held a peaceful demonstration, following the announcement.  

We spoke with some IDPs and community members who all urge MSF to remain in operation.  

Vox pops:
“We really need MSF to be here because there are some cases that other health organization cannot do because MSF is giving better services to the community. That is why we denied its departure.’’
“I like MSF because when we arrived here MSF was the first health (organization) who provided and is first who provide us medicines and first to give us water also. I don’t want MSF to go.”

“We don’t want MSF to leave the area here in Mingkaman because the time IDPs came here, MSF did a lot of things that were emergencies. MSF was really stand.”
Mingkaman camp has an estimated population of 98,000 people, both IDPs and host community. 

In Warrap, displaced persons settled in Mananguei camp are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance.  

The chairperson of the camp’s management committee, Mijak Duta, says more than 200 IDPs have not been registered and are waiting to receive food and non-food items.  

Dut says the IDPs were scattered in the bushes at the time of registration.  

World Food Programme field monitor Carlo Kuot says the food organization is working hard to deliver assistance, but delivery is being delayed by the bad roads.  

Kuot says there are over 300,000 metric tons of food stranded along the Yambio-Wau road.

Councilors in Juba are being equipped with knowledge of basic human rights, in one-week training in Juba.  

Knowledge of basic human rights has been identified as a requirement to allow the councilors conduct their duties effectively.  

The training has been conducted in the entire Equatoria region and includes sessions on the fundamentals and basic principles of human rights. 

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya reports:

Chaplain’s report:   

“A total of 45 councilors from Juba County and Juba City Council are attending the six-day training. We spoke with some of the Councilors and asked them what they hoped to benefit from the training. 

Clip for Duku: “These are the messages that need to be conveyed to our people at the grassroots level, so that our people are aware, especially the issue of human rights, what are the rights of the woman, what are the rights of a child? These are important things that need addressing. 

Clip for Safari: “I have really gained. This is my second time to attend that training. When I go home, because sometimes there are laws we pass, but are not being implemented. 

The training is being facilitated by the Association of European Parliamentarians with Africa-AWEPA. 

The organization’s support manager, John Simon Yokwe, says similar trainings have been conducted in Yei and Lainya Counties.

John: “They have to have integrity and devotion to their work as councilors. We finished the training in Western Equatoria, and also we are finishing the training in Central Equatoria with Juba County.”

It is hoped the training will reinforce respect of human rights across the counties.
I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya news. 
And in foreign news
Sierra Leone has started a three-day nationwide lockdown to stop the spread of the Ebola virus.  

All six million people have been told to stay indoors. 

During the next three days, officials of the Red Cross will be moving from house to house identifying and locating victims.

Screening and treatment centers have been set up to receive new patients.

The death toll from the West African outbreak is more than 2,600. 

To end the news, the main stories once again.
· US government announces sanctions on two military commanders. as more fighting is reported in Upper Nile

· Central bank governor briefs Parliament on dual exchange rate
· Education Ministry reviews plans to include peace education in the national curriculum
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, to let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening.
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