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Good Afternoon, it’s 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines

· Peace talks resume in Addis Ababa

· President Kiir travels to New York to attend the UN General Assembly
· Rains cut off vital supply routes to Western Equatoria
Talks have resumed between the government and the opposition in Ethiopia. 

The delegations, including stakeholders from political parties and civil society groups, are meant to be discussing the formation of a “Transitional Government of National Unity”.  

The opposition has had reservations about the appointment and powers of the prime minister spelt out in the draft document. 

In his opening remarks, Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin, the Chairman of the IGAD Mediation Process, reminded the delegates that the peace process is theirs.  

The talks have been on hold since late last month, when President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar signed a new ceasefire deal.

Meanwhile, the IGAD mediators have denounced ongoing fighting between government and opposition forces.  

IGAD envoys lamented last week’s fighting in Renk County and near Malakal town, in Upper Nile. 

In a statement, the mediators have called upon both parties to immediately stop what they referred to as “senseless fighting".
President Salva Kiir has traveled to New York to attend the 69th session of United Nations General Assembly. 

Speaking to Journalists at Juba International Airport, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lumoro said the President will use the opportunity to brief UN member countries on the peace process and stress the government’s commitment to finding a peaceful solution to the crisis.

Lumoro: “This is an opportunity for the president to say to the United Nations that the government is ready for peace. He is willing to resolve this matter, to stop the killing, the displacement, to stop the humanitarian crisis that is happening in the country. And I am sure that it will translate into pressure on IGAD to bring peace because IGAD is being sponsored by a lot of countries, including the United Nations, so there is relevance. And we expect the president to commit himself to work closely with the UN, especially UNMISS, in the context of the current crisis and especially with the review of the mandate of UNMISS which is very restrictive. And I am sure the president will want the UN to open it up so that state and national governments can benefit from the presence of UNMISS.” 

Heads of state and government from 140 countries are expected to gather in New York for the UN General Assembly to be held from Wednesday 24th September to Wednesday the 1st of October. 
A day after the world commemorated the international Day of Peace, the UN coordinator in Unity State is reiterating a call on political leaders to reach a peaceful resolution to the crisis.  

Unity State is one of the state’s worst hit by the crisis, with more than 47,000 IDPs seeking safety in the UN Protection of Civilians site.  

The UN State coordinator in Unity, Mary Cummins, says the day of peace should be used as an opportunity to seek peace.  Cummins says women and children are bearing the brunt of the conflict.

Cummins: “The vast majority of people in the UNMISS camps and all over the country just want peace so that they can return to their normal lives, work to raise their families to be good citizens and contribute to the peace building of this country. But now everything has stopped because there is no peace. The question is whether the politicians have the leadership and the vision to restore this country to a peaceful path in which all families and all children can hope to have a future. This is our wish for what this special day of peace should bring to Unity state and South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki- Moon called for a minute silence to remember all those who are living in war zones.

The Secretary-General led the minute silence before ringing the UN peace bell in a call for world peace and a day of non-violence.

The Secretary General said the bell was being observed as an annual tradition to underscore the core mission of the United Nations.

Ban Ki-moon: "We ring a bell to help ring out conflict. We sound a call for peace and a day of non-violence. We urge fighters to lay down their arms. And we invite every peace-loving person to engage with friends and neighbours and celebrate the diversity of our human family.”

People living with HIV and AIDS are calling for the enactment of a law to protect them from discrimination.  

The chairperson of South Sudan Association for people living with the virus, Lole Liala Lole, says the law should guarantee their employment and criminalize stigmatization.  

Lole Liala Lole, says some members of the association have been dismissed from their jobs on account of their status.

Lole: “I want to remind you, the members of the assembly, that people living with AIDS are not protected. Up to today there is no law, there is no policy that can protect them. They’re being dismissed; they cannot be employed. They are somewhere because there is no law to protect them on the employment. That is why I am saying today is special that you are here. You take it seriously that we need to be protected. If you are not protected then in the employment you are dismissed. One time my people were dismissed in Yambio, they were dismissed in Juba. I went to UNAIDS, UNAIDS said what do I do there is no law.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
With the large numbers of civilians at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, the United Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, has organized training on clinical rape response.  

The training targets humanitarian partners, to give them skills in responding to cases of rape and gender-based violence. 

UNFPA Reproductive Health and Gender-based Violence Coordinator Millicent Obaso says the training is vital because currently there are no legal means of dealing with gender-based violence in Upper Nile. 

Obaso: “Right now, there is no legal framework for addressing GBV in Upper Nile State.  The legal framework broke down. We have no judges, and we have no magistrates.  First of all, the concentration of people in one place is one of the causes because it is easy; a woman going to collect firewood, men see her easily and they run after her. A woman going to the toilet in the PoC where it is dark, she is easily caught by the men. But one of the major factors is alcohol. You know people are feeling low and depressed after the suffering and sometimes they see consolation.” 

The Protection of Civilians site in Malakal currently accommodates more than 17,000 IDPs.

Heavy rain has cut of roads leading to and from Yambio in Western Equatoria State, causing a scarcity of goods and commodities.   

As a result, prices have gone up and a fuel shortage is reported across the town.  

The State Minister of Commerce, Trade and Investment, Simon Ngbidigi, says the inaccessibility is seriously affecting the economy.  

Ngbidigi: “We have experienced a fuel shortage in Yambio and in Western Equatoria in general for the last two weeks now and this is due to the road condition. All the roads connecting our border with Uganda and the road connecting Western Equatoria with the capital Juba are all cut off and it has badly affected our markets. It has also affected public activities. It has also affected hospitals. It has basically affected all the sectors.”
In regional news
Kenya has marked one year since the attack on a Nairobi shopping centre, in which at least 67 people were killed.

Interfaith prayers were held at the site of the Westgate mall on Sunday, and a memorial plaque with names of the victims was unveiled.

A candle-lit vigil was held and relatives of the victims laid wreaths at a garden in the forest where 67 trees were planted after the attack.

Somali Islamist group al-Shabab claimed responsibility for the attack that lasted four days, in response to Kenya's military operations in Somalia.
UN Children’s organization UNICEF and The Right to Play organization, an NGO dealing in youth and sports, is using sports as a tool for peace.  

Both organizations have concluded a five day training of youth on how to use sports and play methodologies to promote peace in schools and youth centers.  

The workshop was attended by 35 participants.  
The national training officer for the Right to Play, James Batali Edward, says the appealing nature of sports makes it easier to reach out to youth. 

Edward: “Sport and play is a very appeling tool, so we use sport and play as a tool to teach life skills education and peace building for children in schools and youth in our communities. And because of the appealing nature of sports, then it becomes very easy for us to mobilize youth in the communities and teachers to engage the children in the schools and pass peaceful messages and teach skills necessary for building peace in schools as well as in the community.”  
And, we have more sports with Samuel Pawon
Pawon’s report:
In the ongoing divisions’ football tournament, Nassir FC beat Hilal team 2-1 at Juba Stadium on Sunday evening.  In other games, Atlabara beat El Merikh FC by 2-nil and Kator also managed a 2-nil win over Rabita. In Wau, Merikh beat Sugr Asuat 3-1, El Nile FC defeated Etihad 2-nil and Salaam and Hilal ended their match in a goalless draw.  Still in Wau, Fahal and Ahli ended their game in a 1 all draw.  In today’s matches, Malekeia FC takes on Munuki at Juba Stadium.

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Peace talks resume in Addis Ababa

· President Kiir travels to New York to attend the UN General Assembly

· Rains cut off vital supply routes to Western Equatoria 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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