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Good Evening, it’s 5 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya News.
The Headlines
· Local Council speaker among 20 killed in Renk clashes; as peace talks resume in Ethiopia
· Calm returns to South Sudan-Uganda border
· Speaker’s forum opens in Juba
More than 20 people have been killed and a number of women and children kidnapped in latest clashes in Renk County, Upper Nile State. 
The weekend’s attack targeted al-Dabba village in Majak Boma, Jalahak Payam. 

Renk Commissioner Lual Deng Chol says the dead include the Speaker of Renk Legislative Council, Wieu Ayii Kak, the Deputy Mayor and other local leaders.

Deng says shelling is continuing on Renk.

Deng: “The incident, which took place at Majak at Dabba is very unfortunate and we consider it’s a massacre because the area is small and there is not even one policeman there. The rebels took the citizens, elderly, women and children, by surprise. They displaced others. Among those killed is engineer Wieu Ayii, the Speaker of Renk Legislative Council, and Uncle Ayuel al-Awad, who is a prominent leader in the area and he was former manager of Ivory Bank. And also Deputy Mayor Choli Deng. They also include graduates and employees. Even teenagers were kidnaped and taken to unknown areas -- young girls and students in Renk.” 

SPLA Spokesperson Philip Aguer says there was more fighting at Goz-fami area northeast of Renk town.  

Aguer: “The number of those killed in the ranks of Riek Machar’s forces reached 168. The commander of the attack is called Fuok Koang, who escaped to the camp of the Sudanese Forces at Joda-Sudania. Three of Riek’s soldiers were arrested. And the confirmed truth is that Riek Machar’s forces have been armed in Sudanese territories in White Nile and Sinnar and crossed the borders to attack the SPLA. Those forces carried Sudanese flags and they planned to take Renk and raise the old Sudanese flag.” 

The spokesperson of the opposition military wing, Brig Lula Ruai Koang denies their forces carried out the attacks. 

In a related development, the chairman of the Upper Chiefs’ Council, Agol Ayuel Aduai, urged for the respect of women and children’s lives. 

Aduai made the comment following the kidnapping of women and children from the Al-Dabba area.

He also urged the Upper Nile State government to organize a peace conference for the chiefs: 

Aduai: “We as Nilotics don’t kill women and children. We urge the rebels to preserve the lives of the abducted and the missing. And we also urge the government of Upper Nile to organize an emergency conference for the chiefs to think about how to protect the tribes and how to be neutral in the conflict because it is the conflict of the army. It is the army that has rebelled against the state. We want to sit and discuss how to create relationships and coexistence among the tribes and revive connections among the tribes once again.” 

Talks have resumed between government and the opposition in Bahir Dar town, in Ethiopia. 

The delegations, including stakeholders from political parties and civil society groups, are meant to be discussing the formation of a “Transitional Government of National Unity”.  

The opposition has had reservations about the appointment and powers of the prime minister spelt out in the draft document. 

In his opening remarks, Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin, the Chairman of the IGAD Mediation Process, reminded the delegates that the peace process is theirs.  

The talks have been on hold since late last month, when President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar signed a new ceasefire deal.

Meanwhile, the IGAD mediators have denounced ongoing fighting between government and opposition forces.  

IGAD envoys lamented last week’s fighting in Renk County and near Malakal town, in Upper Nile. 

In a statement, the mediators have called upon both parties to immediately stop what they referred to as “senseless fighting".
President Salva Kiir has traveled to New York to attend the 69th session of United Nations General Assembly. 

Speaking to Journalists at Juba International Airport, Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lumoro said the President will use the opportunity to brief UN member countries on the peace process and stress the government’s commitment to finding a peaceful solution to the crisis.

Lumoro: “This is an opportunity for the president to say to the United Nations that the government is ready for peace. He is willing to resolve this matter, to stop the killing, the displacement, to stop the humanitarian crisis that is happening in the country. And I am sure that it will translate into pressure on IGAD to bring peace because IGAD is being sponsored by a lot of countries, including the United Nations, so there is relevance. And we expect the president to commit himself to work closely with the UN, especially UNMISS, in the context of the current crisis and especially with the review of the mandate of UNMISS which is very restrictive. And I am sure the president will want the UN to open it up so that state and national governments can benefit from the presence of UNMISS.” 

Heads of state and government from 140 countries are expected to gather in New York for the UN General Assembly to be held from Wednesday 24th September to Wednesday the 1st of October. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Relative calm has returned to Moyo district in Northern Uganda following days of violence between neighboring Madi and Kuku communities.  

Central Equatoria State Minister of Information Samuel Suba over the weekend led a South Sudan delegation to meet with Ugandan officials in Moyo.  

The meeting resolved to create joint border patrols and hold weekly joint security meetings.  

Kajo-Keji County Commissioner Henry Kala Sabuni says people who fled are being encouraged to return to their homes.

Sabuni: “The situation is normal since Saturday. Yesterday we were at Jalle with the security people mapping the areas where we can put protection. Up to now there is no problem. The two sides have come up with a joint border patrols and I am happy because this is what I wanted, because since this thing started on the 15th, my struggle is to maintain peace and harmony”.  

Up to 2,000 people were displaced from their homes following last week’s violence.

The Speakers Forum has opened in Juba.  

Speaking at the opening, Vice President Wani Igga called on the Council of States to look into the possibility of creating more counties across the country.  

Wani Igga said this would improve service delivery. 

Igga: “I appeal to the Council of States to conduct more studies into the states of South Sudan to understand the need of the people in terms of creation of more counties. Using the law and the qualification in the law, the Local Government Act. Indeed, I have actually visited all the states of South Sudan and the states I have visited deserve counties, as in the case for the Central Equatorial counties that you have recently approved.”
The Council of States recently approved the creation of 11 counties in Central Equatoria. The resolution is awaiting the President’s signature before implementation. 

The Speakers’ Forum is expected to take three days.
A civil society activist has emphasized the importance of applying transitional justice in order to move on from conflict. 

Nhial Tiitmamer, the Research and Training Officer with the Sudd Institute, says the kind of transitional justice should consider local customs and also punish perpetrators who do not cooperate. 

Tiitmamer blames the ongoing conflict largely on a lack of transitional systems of justice during the Comprehensive Peace Agreement interim period. 

He was speaking at the opening of a two-day workshop on transitional justice organized by Ministry of Justice and supported by UNDP.

Tiitmamer: “We need transitional justice within our own context. And also provide a mechanism of punishing those who are identified to be the wrongdoers and who are not willing to confess. This way we can allow our society to heal and to forgive. And let us remember, after the CPA was signed, there was no mechanism for transitional justice. There was no mechanism for peace and reconciliation so everything was put under the carpet and nobody cared and I think it is partly responsible for why again we are at war.”  

Transitional justice is a concept that was used effectively in the South African Truth and Reconciliation Committee, bringing together the perpetrators and the victims of the Apartheid era to confess, pardon and reconcile.
With the large numbers of civilians at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, the United Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, has organized training on clinical rape response.  

The training targets humanitarian partners to give them skills in responding to cases of rape and gender-based violence. 

UNFPA Reproductive Health and Gender-based Violence coordinator, Millicent Obaso says the training is vital because currently there are no legal means of dealing with gender-based violence in Upper Nile. 

The Protection of Civilians site in Malakal currently accommodates more than 17,000 IDPs.
In Lakes Sate, the rate of enrollment of girls in schools has gone up.  

Up to more than 50,000 girls are enrolled in both primary and secondary schools compared to 40,000 last year.  

The team leader of International NGO BRAC in Rumbek, Engunga Daniel, says of these 5,000 will receive grants from organization.

Daniel: “We are having what we call cash transfer. We validated over 5,000 girls who are going to benefit from cash transfer. So that is that statistic we have for the girls this year. Girls are targets because they are the most vulnerable category of child that we have in the country. We are initiating this program because we want to increase their enrollment and retention of girls, so that they can complete their education and also compete with boys in different aspects of life. Because of certain reasons, we have the first reason is an economic barrier, the second one quality education barrier. All these barriers, we are trying  to address them systematically.”
In regional news, 
The African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) has put in place preventive measures to safeguard against the Ebola virus.

 

Media reports say such measures reportedly involve continuously issuing regular guidance to its personnel on prevention and precautions regarding the deadly disease.

On 9 September, UNAMID advised its contractors to restrict travel of their staff to countries declared to be Ebola-affected. 
The outbreak has grown to more than 5,000 cases in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Nigeria and Senegal with 2,600 deaths, WHO said.

The move, the UN body said, was part of its mission’s effort to preclude even the remote possibility of the disease entering Sudan.
And, in sports Samuel Pawon is here with the latest update.
Pawon’s report:
In the ongoing division’s football tournament, Nassir FC beat Hilal team 2-1 at Juba Stadium on Sunday evening.  In other games, Atlabara beat El Merikh FC by 2-nil and Kator also managed a 2-nil win over Rabita. In Wau, Merikh beat Sugr Asuat 3-1, El Nile FC defeated Etihad 2-nil and Salaam and Hilal ended their match in a goalless draw.  Still in Wau, Fahal and Ahli ended their game in a 1 all draw.  In today’s matches, Malekeia FC takes on Munuki at Juba Stadium.

To end the news, the main stories once again.
· Local Council speaker among 20 killed in Renk clashes; as peace talks resume in Ethiopia
· Calm returns to South Sudan- Uganda border
· Speaker’s forum opens in Juba. 
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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