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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with the Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Inspector General of Police in Uganda to follow up on Moyo border violence
· Food security levels improve, saving more than two million from severe famine
· Rains destroy homes in Juba and displace thousands in Warrap State

Inspector General of Police (IGP) Lt. Gen. Pieng Deng Kuol is in Kampala to meet with his Ugandan counterpart on how best to handle security arrangements along the Kajo-Keji - Moyo border.  

Moyo district was the scene of violence last week when the neighboring Madi and Kuku communities clashed, claiming the lives of at least seven people and displacing up to 2000 others.  

Police spokesperson Col. Monday Enoka tells Radio Miraya the IGP will return with a full report. 

Col. Monday Enoka: “As I speak, the Inspector General of Police is on the ground with his counterpart, the Inspector General of Police of Uganda. The situation has been contained. They are working now on modalities that will prevent this kind of conflict from happening again. We expect the Inspector General this afternoon with the details. As you know, there was conflict and there was loss of life and properties so we will hear all the details when the Inspector General comes back with full report.”

The leader of the opposition party SPLM-DC, Lam Akol, says he has written to the Presidency about a decision to block him from traveling to Ethiopia for the peace talks. 

Lam Akol has criticized the government for what he terms as ‘violation of his constitutional rights’ as citizen to leave and return to the country.

Lam Akol: “Indeed this is a violation of the constitutional right of the citizen. According to Article 27, Subsection Two of our Constitution every citizen has the freedom to leave South Sudan and come back to it. So, this is clearly a violation of the constitution. And if the government that talks to us every day that they are a constitutionally mandated government violates its own constitution then it tells a lot to our people what kind of authority it is.”    

  

Lam was stopped at the Juba International Airport on his way to Addis Ababa as leader of the political parties among the stakeholders to the peace talks.    

The latest food security report indicates a slight improvement in food security levels across the country.  

Last month, humanitarian organizations had warned of a looming famine expected early next year. 

Sworo Charles Elisha is here with more:

****************************************

“According to the latest food security report released by the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), food security across the country begun improving in August and September and is expected to continue on a positive trend through December 2014. FAO says humanitarian assistance has helped pull 2 million people back from the brink of famine and severe food insecurity. Normal rainfall, good crop planting and the start of the green harvest in late August have also had a positive effect. The report however warns that due to displacement, planting in Greater Upper Nile has been reduced, which will impact overall cereal production and lead to faster stock depletion. The report describes the improvement as a ‘slight window of opportunity’ to mitigate a large-scale humanitarian emergency, further stressing that although there are improvements, the situation is much worse compared to a typical year at harvest time. It estimates that 1.5 million people are projected to remain in crisis and emergency food security levels through December.  One thirds of the affected population is from Greater Upper Nile. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news”. 

International medical emergency group, MEDAIR, is scaling back activities in Renk County, Upper Nile State. 

The organization says the renewed fighting between government and opposition forces is putting the lives of their staff at risk. 

As a result, the organization has withdrawn 14 staff to Juba and is redeploying the 80 remaining staff to different parts of the county.  

MEDAIR Communications Officer, Wendy VanAmerongen says the charity group will continue operations, but will only offer the most critical services.

Wendy VanAmerongen: “With the reduction of our staff, we can only give the most critical help. We really ask for safe access to be granted so that we can upscale our staff again because the lives of thousands of innocent people are in danger if we cannot upscale. We are not pulling out of Renk.  I can tell you that we treat hundreds of people a day – that is what MEDAIR does. We are an emergency response agency so we respond when there is insecurity and we respond to it.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News

Heavy rain has displaced more than 1500 people in the Tonj South County of Warrap State. 

Tonj South County Commissioner William Wol Mayom says people have been forced to relocate to high ground. 

Mayom says all five payams in Tonj South have been affected.  

 

William Wol Mayom: “The floods have devastated Thiet Payam terribly and not only Thiet alone, but all five payams in Tonj South County are affected by both the rain and river flooding. They are now under sheltering in Thiet, especially along the road and some have even moved to the side of Kirik, while others moved to the side of Abeilek in Tonj Payam. The situation is the same in Manyangok. They have also moved to the side of Cueichok and Malualdit so the all areas under Tonj South County are affected by floods – terribly compare them to last year’s floods.”

On security, the commissioner says there are 50 murder cases pending trial in court.  

Mayom says most of the cases are to do with cattle raids and elopement. 

Meanwhile last night’s heavy rain destroyed homes and flooded areas of Juba. 

Munuki and Mia saba were some of the areas worst affected.

The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) party has confirmed its national convention is scheduled to take place in January next year. 

 The party’s acting Secretary General Ann Itto says registration for the conference will be held from boma level next month.  

Itto tells Radio Miraya the January 2015 conference is expected to convene party members to hold elections for the party leadership and approve party documents.

Anne Itto: “It is a national convention which starts from reorganization of the SPLM from the boma levels. As in any convention, and as I had already told you, the convention is a time where we, number one elect our leaders, and number two pass our basic document.”

In Foreign news , new figures suggest 70 per cent of those infected with Ebola in West Africa have died, a number higher than previously reported, says the World Health Organization (WHO).

The WHO warns infections could reach 20,000 by November, if efforts to tackle the outbreak are not stepped up.

The United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention puts the estimate higher – at 1.4 million, in just two countries by January.

The outbreak has caused 2,800 deaths so far, mainly in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

WHO says outbreaks in Senegal and Nigeria are nearly contained. 
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with the updates:

Samuel Pawon: “Most of yesterday’s football games were cancelled on account of the rain. This was in Juba and across the country.  Matches will be rescheduled by the different organizing committees. In today’s division matches, Hilal FC takes on Gazala at Wau main stadium while El Nile FC plays against Hai el Fahal FC. In Kuajok, Warrap state, the division one competition resumes today after a one week break with a match between Agrab asuat and Amal el Hura FC. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News. “

To end the news, the main stories once again: 
· Inspector General of Police in Uganda to follow up on Moyo border violence

· Food security levels improve, saving more than two million from severe famine

· Rains destroy homes in Juba and displace thousands in Warrap State

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. I am Susan Dokolo. Thanks for listening. 
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