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Good evening, it’s 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with David Lukan.
The Headlines

· Gunmen open fire on American marines in Western Equatoria State  
· Speakers Forum call for financial autonomy
· Eight killed and ten wounded in fresh Lakes State attacks
Gunmen have opened fire on American marines based in Nzara County of Western Equatoria State. 
One marine was shot and injured in the ambush. 
Acting State Governor Gibson Bullen Wande describes it as an isolated incident and says investigations are ongoing. 
Wande explains what happened.  

Wande: “Unknown gunmen just ambushed them and opened fire on their vehicle and one American was injured who was immediately evacuated to Kampala.  We are already on the ground. We have already made some few arrests and we will investigate further and tell exactly what has happened. So therefore, the American force or any foreign force which is within the state or within the country should not panic when an isolated case happens. I call it an isolated case and we condemned it the day it happened and we are going to investigate it further and tell the truth of what happened. We as a government are capable of addressing that issue.” 

The American forces are supporting an African task force hunting down rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army believed to be based in neighbouring Central African Republic.

Speakers of the National and State Legislative assemblies have recommended being financially autonomous. 

This was one of the resolutions reached at the just concluded seventh Speaker’s Forum in Juba.  

More in the following report with Reech Malual.

Malual: The speakers came up with nine resolutions and 20 recommendations during the three-day forum. The financial autonomy would ensure that the assemblies get their funding directly from the National Ministry of Finance and not through the state governments as is currently the case. They are hoping this would deal with the funding shortage and reduce dependence on state governments, which they feel would impact on their Independence.

The speakers have also called for better working relations between the executives and the legislature. Cabinet Affairs Minister Elia Lomuro read out the resolutions and further called on the legislatures to adhere to already made laws while performing their duties.

Lomuro: “This underlines the absolute need for all of us to use and apply laws strictly in performing our duties executing plans programs for socio-economic development for the people of South Sudan.”

Meanwhile the chairperson of Speakers’ Forum, Speaker of the national Legislative Assembly Manaseh Magok Rundial urges for cooperation.

Rundial: “I encourage the heads of the states to follow suit, that they should cooperate with their assemblies. They should not be a terror terrorizing the assemblies whose benefit is for the entire state. “ 

Vice-President James Wani Igga stresses the importance of the implementation of the forum resolutions. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News. 
Eight people have been killed and ten wounded in three separate attacks in Rumbek, Lakes State.  

Five were killed by armed gunmen in a road ambush in Panmanyang, while three others were shot dead in attacks on two cattle camps in Kar and Loorbar near Rumbek Central. 

We spoke with one of the survivors of the road ambush. She tells us she was traveling from Rumbek town to Wulu when armed men opened fire on the bus she was traveling in, killing five people and injuring eight others.  

Survivor: “The person who shot me shot tires of the car and others surrounding opened fire and one person shot. The driver at the head and the rest opened fire into the car, randomly killing other women and these people are four in number. After their shooting, they immediately ran back to the bush while we are just seeing them like that and they are many.”

Still in Lakes state, thieves have broken into Rumbek Health Institute and robbed the students of their belongings.  

An unspecified number of armed men forced their way into the institute’s laboratory and escaped with the property of 13 students. 

Rumbek Health Institute is managed by the State Ministry of health with support from Malteser relief agency.  
Malteser Program Support Officer Joseph Machok explains.

Machok: “Some gang robbers, they broke into our company and they tried to loot the proprieties of the students. There is a school here called Rumbek Health Sciences Institute, which is being run by Maltezer under the Ministry of Health. So they broke in with their guns, they took everything that belong to students, phones and money, they took it away.”
The South Sudan Islamic Council has called off arrangements for the Muslim annual pilgrimage to Mecca.  

The Secretary of Pilgrimage and Omra in the Council, Abdallah Deng Nhial, says they have cancelled the trip after they received only 26 applicants out of the 1,000 they were expecting.  

Nhial: “We all wanted to prepare for this year’s 2014 pilgrimage but we were faced with delays in granting us entry visas to the Kingdom, which were very much delayed. We received the visas this month and we went to Saudi Arabia and arranged everything. We were faced with lack of time after our return. The second reason is the small number of applicants for the pilgrimage, only 26 out of 1088, and also the 200,000 dollars from the President has not been availed up to now. For all these reasons we postponed this year’s pilgrimage.”  

The pilgrims were scheduled to leave today and return on the 5th of October.  

Each applicant was expected to make a payment of 5,000 US dollars to cover costs of travel and accommodation. 
A four-day National Repentance and Restoration Conference aimed at bringing peace and reconciliation in South Sudan is underway at the Nyakuron Cultural Center in Juba.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Pastor Musa Otieno Joseph of the Miracle Ground International Church said the conference aims to unite the people to live in peace.
Musa: “We want people to come and cry before God that God himself may give better wisdom, better direction for our leadership so that they may take a better stand, that God may intervene right in the center of the leadership and give them the right direction they need to take for the sake of the peace of South Sudan, which the common man surely needs. The nation of South Sudan has so far passing through a very tempting moment. The hatred we have practiced against one another, that we may begin to live again in a state of love, a state of oneness, a state of cohesiveness’ a state of good neighborliness. This is the major reason of this conference of this conference.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
A free hernia clinic has opened in Lainya County, of Central Equatoria State.

Surgeons are conducting the free operations at Lainya County hospital.  

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya reports.
Nemaya’s report: A team of six medical experts have been sent from Juba to conduct the surgeries on the hernia patients. The operations will be conducted over the next six days, and communities are being mobilized to take patients in need of attention to Lainya county hospital. Garang Deng is one of the surgeons. He explains the mobile clinic will also serve as a training platform for medical workers on the ground.

Garang: “Actually the aim of the mobile surgical service … most of patients we saw here are people who are suffering from hernia, all these hernias.“

Lainya County Medical Officer Morris Samuel says Lainya Hospital is need of more specialized personnel.   

Morris: “Lainya Hospital has got a theatre. Usually they make promises but you cannot know when actually they are going to send … ”
The mobile clinic in Lainya closes next Monday, before the team moves to another county. The initiative is supported by the African Medical and Research Foundation-AMREF. I am Chaplain Nemaya, for Radio Miraya news.
In Jonglei, more than 5,000 people who were displaced from their homes in Duk County have started returning to their homes. 

The IDPs fled to Twic East, when fighting broke out in Duk County in March.
Duk County Commissioner Elijah Mochnom says most of the community is settled in Poktap town, within Duk, but are in need of food and medical services.  

Mochnom: “Those who are now under trees in Poktap have got no shelters and they are also suffering waiting for food. So that is what is happening now in in Duk County and this is why I am now requesting and urging the NGOs so that they will be assisted with something that will be supporting them. Because the life now under trees in Poktap without shelters with medicine is difficult.”

Up to 30,000 internally displaced are still settled in Twic East County and are yet to return to their homes.

In sports, a regional kickboxing event will take place tomorrow evening (Friday) at the Nyakuron cultural center in Juba.  

Several regional fighters from Uganda, Kenya and Sudan are expected to take part.  

The chairperson of the National Kickboxing Federation Puro Okelo says the event is to promote peace. 

Okello: “This is going to be a kickboxing and boxing championship for peace taking place at Nyakuron. In this event we are going to have Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan and even Sudan. So this event is just to celebrate. We want to promote peace in this country and, of course, promote our teams, and also build the team up for the next coming event. We have from 58 kg to 67 and 75 kg. Michel Gad Bar, which is the main event, will be fighting Deans Romano from Uganda and also another main event will be Nicolas Mosaka  fighting Maweak Majak came all the way from the United States. He is from DC. He will be taking on this Ugandan boxer.”

  
In regional news

Sierra Leone's President Ernest Bai Koroma widens a quarantine to include another one million people in an effort to curb the spread of Ebola.
The northern districts of Port Loko and Bombali, and Moyamba in the south will in effect be sealed off immediately.

Nearly 600 people have died of the virus in Sierra Leone and two eastern districts have been isolated since the beginning of August.

The move follows a three-day nationwide lockdown that ended on Sunday night.

New figures released by the UN World Health Organization show that nearly 3,000 people have died in the current Ebola outbreak in West Africa, with Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea worst affected.

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Gunmen open fire on American marines in Western Equatoria State  
· Speakers’ Forum call for financial autonomy
· Eight killed and ten wounded in fresh Lakes State attacks.
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