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Good afternoon, it’s 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with David Lukan.
The Headlines
· Nine arrested in connection with marine shooting in Nzara, Western Equatoria
· Religious stakeholders report progress at peace negotiations
· Panyijiar health center runs out of essential drug supplies
Nine people have been arrested in connection with an attack on the American Marine’s in Nzara County, Western Equatoria State.

Nzara County Inspector of Police Col. Isaac Chol says the suspects have been identified as members of the arrow boys – a local militia group.
Sworo Charles Elisha has more in this report

Sworo’s report: “One Marine was shot and injured on Tuesday when armed gunmen laid an ambush and opened fire at a vehicle belonging to the Marines.

The injured marine was evacuated to Kampala for treatment. 

The armed gunmen have so far been identified as members of the Arrow Boys militia group.

Nzara County Inspector of Police Col. Isaac Chol told Radio Miraya on Thursday that the Arrow Boys had earlier accused the marines of extracting some minerals from a small hill in Nzara County.
Chol: “When information was brought to Nzara, the commando rushed and brought six people. The six actually did not get involved in the shooting. When we went to the bush we arrested three people who were involved in the incident. They even confessed that they shot the American Marines. Even the one who shot said that he shot the American Marine. They say why do foreigners go to our bushes and take our resources like diamonds and so on? This was what was in their mind.”

Chol says three of the nine arrow boys will appear before court next week to explain their actions.

Chol: “The issue is going on well. My Investigation officer is now in Yambio investigating the matter. We shall confirm the investigation then take it to the court. The situation is now calm because the issue is an international one between two countries. If the investigation is finalized, it will be forwarded to court immediately. The three people, the six people will be released God willing on Monday.”

The American Special Forces in Nzara County are part of a team supporting an African Task Force hunting down rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army believed to be hiding in the neighboring Central African Republic.

I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya News. 
A member of the stakeholder’s delegation attending the peace talks in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, says there is notable progress in the negotiations.  

Bishop Enock Tombe, a member of the religious leaders’ delegation, says both sides are beginning to discuss contentious issues, and have resolved to make bold decisions.   

Tombe: “I can assure you they are really beginning to talk to each other, and there was a situation yesterday when somebody said let us make bold decisions. Of course if they do not succeed, IGAD is already ready and has contacted two experts to come and help them and then they will try again. If they do not succeed then the matter will be referred to the two principals, i.e Salva Kiir Mayardit and Dr Riek Machar through the IGAD mediators.  But I am satisfied with the process, I think they are talking real issues and peace cannot be grown from somewhere, we have to make it”.

Meanwhile, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has called on the leadership of both sides of the conflict to find an inclusive and mutually agreed power sharing arrangement to start a transitional phase of governance.  

Ban says as any agreement that leaves key stake holders outside the transition will not bring sustainable peace. 

Reech Malual is here with more 

Reech’s report: 

Addressing a high-level meeting on South Sudan on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said the peace agreement will also have to address the causes of the conflict, in particular, transparency and accountability in the management of oil resources, which he says must be used to improve the welfare of the majority and not to benefit a minority.  The Secretary-General also said those responsible for atrocities must face justice through a mechanism that meets international standards and cautioned that there can be no amnesty for anyone responsible for killing innocent civilians. He also said the leaders have a duty to protect civilians, allow humanitarian access and guarantee the safety of aid operations. The Secretary-General said the United Nations is currently supporting South Sudan with the biggest humanitarian operation ever undertaken in a country. In a direct message to the leaders, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said they have opened the wounds that have caused so much suffering and now must heal them.
 I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News.

The United Stated says it is frustrated with the slow progress in the peace process. 

U.S. Special Envoy to South Sudan and Sudan Donald Booth said his country is ready to expand sanctions against political and military figures unless warring parties end the violence quickly.  

Ambassador Booth said recent measures, including sanctions last week against two military officers on opposite sides of the violence, were intended to signal that the United States would not hesitate to act against those obstructing peace. 

Booth said the most important progress right now is an agreement on a transitional government, with agreements on its shape and functions.

Vice-President James Wani Igga says proposals for a federal system of government should be considered with caution.  

The Vice-President made the comments while making a presentation on federalism to members of the national Legislative Assembly.  

Wani Igga says any model of governance would largely depend on the ability of the people to co-exist peacefully.  

Igga:  “There could still be problems. We must address those situations because federalism as such will not solve them. It is the people themselves, whether they are decentralized, whether they are centralized or what they must seek the sense of living together and respect lives. So we say that all of these factors affect the functioning and success of different federal regimes. No one model will be appropriate in all circumstances. It is true the capacity to have variety of systems is the benefit of federalism.”

The National Ministry of Finance says the transfer of salaries for the month of August has been completed.  

Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni says all states have received their portions and payments will be done by the relevant authorities.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Sabuni says they are also working on releasing September payments in the coming days.

Tiisa: “As we speak now salaries have been paid. The Ministry of Finance has transferred funds to the agencies up to the month of August.  I believe by the end of this month also the transfer for September will be effected. So like I said earlier, it is not the Ministry of Finance that pays the salaries. It transfers. So as far as we are concerned we have done our part. We are up to date up to the end of August. We have transferred whatever the agencies in the states deserve.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Ganyliel Health Center in Panyijiar County, Unity State, has run out of essential drug supplies. 

Ganyliel’s medical officer, Daniel Gai, says the last drug stocks ran out in January this year and patients for the last nine months have been relying on the International Rescue Committee for drugs.

Gai says many patients are being turned away due to the shortage of drugs. He calls on international organizations to send medical supplies to the area.

Gai: “We don’t have drugs. Actually our big problem is drugs we don’t have and we have many patients who need drugs. But we don’t have these. The drugs were brought by the government. But since the crisis broke out now we don’t have access of getting drugs because our drugs used to come from Bentiu. But now there are no drugs at all. The few that we are using are being brought by IRC but these drugs are not enough."
A project to promote girl child education has received a boost of 2.5 million US dollars.  
The funding has come in from ‘Dubai Care’, a charity working to provide children in developing countries with access to quality primary education. 
It will be channeled through PLAN international to build schools, provide learning materials and train teachers in Central Equatoria State. 
Angelo Lu’bang, a programme manager with Plan International says the overall objective is to reduce school dropout rates. 

Lubang: “That is why this project is coming, to view issues that are affecting girls, what are the challenges girls are facing in the schools, in the communities and in their families. And it is basically to engage girls and to look more specifically on the issues to do with female teachers. So this project is to train female teachers who are to be in the schools and these teachers have to support the girls. So this money will support school construction, rehabilitation, and providing of learning materials but also the training of teachers and the school inspectors and as well the administrators in terms of education at the county and at the payam levels.”

There has been a call for the public to consider donating blood as a noble and a humanitarian act. 
The Counseling Nurse at the National Blood Bank in Juba, MorikuLilian Duke, told Radio Miraya that more than 65 people, among them six women, have so far come and donated blood since the blood bank was opened in July. 
Moriku-Lilian encourages everyone to go and donate.

Moriku: “I am just encouraging them to come for voluntary donations because it really helps a lot. And if you go to hospitals, especially Juba Teaching Hospital, you will see how people are suffering because of lack of blood. So at least we need to have that heart of helping one another. Not your relative but just a human being like you. Imagine it is your own daughter, it’s your own child, what will you do? Just put yourself in that condition and the step you will be taking to donate will be the right step you will be taking.” 

The national blood bank opened its door after it was officially inaugurated by President Salva Kiir during the celebrations of the third independence anniversary in July.
In foreign news
Sierra Leoneon President Ernest Bai Koroma has widened a quarantine to include another one million people in an attempt to curb the spread of Ebola.

The northern districts of Port Loko and Bombali, and Moyamba in the south will in effect be sealed off immediately.

The announcement follows a three-day nationwide lockdown that ended on Sunday night.
New UN World Health Organization figures put the death toll at just over 2,900, with Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea the worst  hit.
In sports
A regional kickboxing event will take place this evening (Friday) at the Nyakuron Cultural Center in Juba.  

Several regional fighters from Uganda, Kenya and Sudan are expected to take part.  

The chairperson of the National Kickboxing Federation Puro Okelo says the event is to promote peace. 

Okello: “This is going to be a kickboxing and boxing championship for peace taking place at Nyakuron. This event we’re going to have Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan and even Sudan. So this event is just to celebrate. We want to promote peace in this country and, of course, promoting our teams and also building the team up for the next coming event. We have from 58 kg to 67 and 75 kg. Michel Gad Bar, which is the main event, will be fighting Deans Romano from Uganda and also other main event will be Nicolas Mosaka fighting. Maweak Majak came all the way from the United States. He is from DC. He will be taking on this Ugandan boxer.”
And, onto Samuel Pawon with an update on football. 
Paawon’s report:
In the ongoing division’s football tournament, in Wau, Sugr el Aswat FC took the lead of the table with 33 points after a 1 nil victory over Ahli at Wau main stadium on Thursday evening, while el Fahal and Etihad ended their match in a goalless draw.  In Kuajok, Warrap State, Grassko FC beat Kuajok United 3-2 at Freedom Square, while in Torit, Jazeera won its match against Merikh 2- goals nil. In today’s matches, Abyei United takes on Huria FC at Kuajok Freedom Square, while at Wau main stadium Salam plays el Merikh.  At the Torit Freedom Square, Borkan will meet Malakeia.
To end the news, the main stories once again.
· Nine arrested in connection with marine shooting in Nzara, Western Equatoria
· Religious stakeholders report progress at peace negotiations

· Panyijiar health center runs out of essential drug supplies. 
Radio Miraya news. 

1

