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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with David Lukan.
The headlines:
· Stakeholders report progress at peace negotiations
· SPLA soldier opens fire in barracks, killing three and wounding three others
· Panyijiar health center runs out of essential drug supplies
Progress has been reported at the ongoing peace talks between the government and the opposition at Bahir Dar town, in Ethiopia. 
Bishop Enock Tombe, a member of the religious leaders’ stakeholders’ delegation says both sides are beginning to discuss contentious issues, and have resolved to make bold decisions.   

Bishop Tombe: “I can assure you, they are really beginning to talk to each other, and there was a situation yesterday when somebody said, ‘Let us make bold decisions.’ Of course, if they do not succeed, IGAD is already ready and has contacted two experts to come and help them and then they will try again. If they do not succeed, then the matter will be referred to the two principals Salva Kiir Mayardit and Dr. Riek Machar through the IGAD mediators. But I am satisfied with the process. I think they are talking real issues and peace cannot be grown from somewhere – we have to make it”.

The sixth round of talks resumed on Monday.
Meanwhile, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has called on the leadership of both sides of the conflict to find an inclusive and mutually agreed power sharing arrangement to start a transitional phase of governance.  

Ban says as any agreement that leaves key stake holders outside the transition will not bring sustainable peace. 

Reech Malual is here with more: “Addressing a high level meeting on South Sudan on the sidelines of the UN general Assembly in New York, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said the peace agreement will also have to address the causes of the conflict, in particular, transparency and accountability in the management of oil resources – which he says must be used to improve the welfare of the majority and not to benefit a minority. The Secretary General also said those responsible for atrocities must face justice through a mechanism that meets international standards and cautioned that there can be no amnesty for anyone responsible for killing innocent civilians. He also said the leaders have a duty to protect civilians, allow humanitarian access and guarantee the safety of aid operations. The Secretary General said the United Nations is currently supporting South Sudan with the biggest humanitarian operation ever undertaken in a country. In a direct message to the leaders Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said they have opened the wounds that have caused so much suffering and now must heal them. I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya News”. 

The United State says it is frustrated with the slow progress in the peace process. 

U.S. special envoy to South Sudan and Sudan Donald Booth said his country is ready to expand sanctions against political and military figures unless warring parties end the violence quickly.  

Ambassador Booth said recent measures, including sanctions last week against two military officers on opposite sides of the violence, were intended to signal that the United States would not hesitate to act against those obstructing peace. 

Booth said the most important progress right now is an agreement on a transitional government, with agreements on its shape and functions.

An SPLA soldier has opened fire on his colleagues killing 3 and wounding three others at the Malou military barracks in Lakes State. 

Lakes State Security Advisor Marial Amoum Malek says the soldier has been identified as Sergeant Major Santino Acuil Dut.  

Malek says the sergeant appeared to be drunk.

Marial Malek: “So because of the alcohol, the man decided to shoot at the first lieutenant. He also shot dead a corporal and a private and began to shoot to the soldiers who were in the barracks. This is the brutal behavior encouraged by the alcohol. Three are the victims that were shot by Acuil. He shot them dead plus Acuil himself. So the total of death caused by Acuil is four people killed, including himself, and three people were injured”.

Malek says the soldiers opened fire in self defence. 

Meanwhile, a team of MPs from Greater Bar el Ghazal is meeting in Wau to assess the security crisis in Lakes State. 

Fifteen parliamentarians from Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Warrap and Western Bahr el Ghazal are meeting with their counterparts from Lakes state to come up with a concept paper on what steps need to be taken to deal with the increasing insecurity. 

Garang Mayuen, one of the State Member of parliament from Aweil says the meeting will be followed by an assessment trip to Lakes State.

Garang Mayuen: “Procedure is going to Rumbek. The work is to be done in Rumbek, not in Wau. We are going to ask them to stop this killing. We will hold meetings or rallies. We talk to the people, we hold also peace conferences and try and convince our brothers because we feel that they are part of us; when a part of your body is paining you cannot sleep. Lakes State is part of Greater Bahr el Ghazal, and what is going on is not accepted by the other three states and what is going is not accepted by the other 3 States; on we cannot accept that our brothers and sisters are killing themselves and we keep silent.” 

There is increasing public concern that the insecurity in Lakes State is affecting the economy of the neighboring states where goods have become scarce and increasingly expensive.

Nine people have been arrested in connection with an attack on the American Marine’s in Nzara County, Western Equatoria State.

Nzara county Inspector of Police Col. Isaac Chol says the suspects have been identified as members of the arrow boys – a local militia group.

Sworo Charles Elisha has more in this report: 
Sworo Charles Elisha: “One Marine was shot and injured on Tuesday when armed gunmen laid an ambush and opened fire at a vehicle belonging to the Marines. The injured marine was evacuated to Kampala for treatment. The armed gunmen have so far been identified as members of the Arrow Boys militia group. Nzara County Inspector of Police Col. Isaac Chol told Radio Miraya on Thursday that the Arrow Boys had earlier accused the marines of extracting some minerals from a small hill in Nzara County.”
Isaac Chol: “When information was brought to Nzara, the commando rushed and brought six people. The six actually did not involve in the shooting. When we went to the bush we arrested three people who involved in the incident. They even confessed that they shot the American Marines. Even the one who shot said it that he shot the American Marine. They say why do foreigners go to our bushes and take our resources like diamond and so on? This was what was in their mind.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Chol says three of the nine Arrow Boys will appear before court next week to explain their actions.”
Isaac Chol: “The issue is going on well. My Investigation Officer is now in Yambio investigating the matter. We shall confirm the investigation then take it to the court. The situation is now calm; because the issue is an international one between two countries. If the investigation is finalized, it will be forwarded to court immediately. The three people, the six people will be released God willing on Monday.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “The American Special Forces in Nzara County are part of a team supporting an African Task force hunting down rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army believed to be hiding in the neighboring Central African Republic. I am Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya News.”
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Finance Minister Aggrey Tiisa Sabuni says the transfer of salaries for the month of August has been completed.  

Sabuni says all states have received their portions and payments will be done by the relevant authorities.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Sabuni says they are also working on releasing September payments in the coming days.

Tiisa Sabuni: “As we speak now, salaries have been paid. The Ministry of Finance has transferred funds to the agencies up to the month of August. I believe by the end of this month, also the transfer for September will be effected. Like I said earlier, it is not the Ministry of Finance that pays the salaries – it transfers. So as far as we are concerned, we have done our part. We are up to date up to the end of August. We have transferred whatever the agencies in the states deserve.”
Ganyliel Health Center in Panyijiar County, Unity state has run out of essential drugs supplies. 

Ganyliel’s Medical Officer Daniel Gai says the last drug stocks ran out in January this year and patients for the last nine months have been relying on the International Rescue Committee for drugs.

Gai says many patients are being turned away due to shortage of drugs. He calls on International organizations to send medical supplies to the area.

Daniel Gai: “We don’t have drugs. Actually our big problem are drugs. We have many patients who need drugs but we don’t have these. Back then the drugs were brought by the government but since the crisis broke out now we don’t have access of getting drugs. Our drugs used to come from Bentiu but now there are no drugs at al. The few that we are using are being brought by IRC but these drugs are not enough." 

There has been a call for the public to consider donating blood as a noble and a humanitarian act. 
Counselling Nurse at National Blood Bank in Juba, MorikuLilian Duke, told Radio Miraya that more than sixty five people, among them 6 women have so far come donated blood since the blood bank was opened in July. 
Moriku-Lilian encourages everyone to go and donate.

Moriku-Lilian: “I am just encouraging them to come for voluntary donation because it really helps a lot. If you go to hospitals—especially Juba Teaching Hospital – you will see how people are suffering because of lack of blood. So at least we need to have that heart of helping one another. Not your relative but just a human being like you. Imagining it is your own daughter or your own child – what will you do? Just put yourself in that situation and the step you will be taking to donate will be the right step you will be taking.” 

The national blood bank opened its door after it was officially inaugurated by President Salva Kiir during the celebrations of the third independence anniversary in July.

In regional news, Sudan's information minister says the government will hold cease-fire talks with the country's main rebel coalition next month, the Sudan Revolutionary Front. 

Minister Ahmed Bilal Osman says the talks will take place from the 12th to the 15th of October under the leadership of Chief African Union mediator Thabo Mbeki. 

The Sudan Revolutionary Front includes the Sudan People's Liberation Movement-North, the Justice and Equality Movement and several smaller groups. 

Khartoum says the talks will be an "important step" toward setting the stage for a "proposed national dialogue process" between Khartoum and opposition parties and rebel groups.
In sports, the national Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sports has received a donation of sporting equipment from South Korea.  

The donation including balls, shoes, and other items were donated by the “Hope for the Future”.  

The Director of Games in the Ministry, Edward Settimo Yugu, says the equipment will be distributed to the states and IDP centers.

Edward Settimo Yugu: “We have received a gift from children of Korea through the Hope for the Future Foundation Korea. They have donated some sports items like shoes, t-shirts, balls and some materials for football associations. We gave the football association packages they brought for the associations. What we have now in the container is shoes and t- shirts are for the ministry. We received it and we are going to disturbed it accordingly to the needy people in the states and also in the IDP centers. We thank the Korean foundation for this gift and they have promised us that every year, they will send a container to South Sudan.”     

In just a few hours, a regional kickboxing event will take place at the Nyakuron Cultural Center in Juba.  

Several regional fighters from Uganda, Kenya and Sudan are expected to take part.  

The chairperson of the National kickboxing federation Puro Okelo says the event is to promote peace. 

And, Samuel Pawon has an update in football 
Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing division’s football tournament, in Wau, Sugr el aswat FC took the lead of the table with 33 points after a 1 nil victory over Ahli at Wau main stadium on Thursday evening, while el Fahal and Etihad ended their match in a goalless draw.  In Kuajok Warrap State, Grassko FC beat Kuajok united 3-2 at freedom square, while in Torit Jazeera won its match against Merikh 2- goals nil. In today’s matches Abyei united takes on Huria FC at Kuajok freedom square while at Wau main stadium Salam plays el Merikh.  At the Torit Freedom square, Borkan will meet Malaria”.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Stakeholders report progress at peace negotiations
· SPLA soldier opens fire in barracks, killing three and wounding three others
· Panyijiar health center runs out of essential drug supplies
1

