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Good Afternoon, it’s 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Up to 50 people are feared dead in Juba-Nimule road accident

· President Kiir tells UN assembly conflict is not ethnic and calls for readjustment of UNMISS mandate
· Panyijar County in Unity State faces influx of 30,000 IDPs
Up to 50 people are feared dead after a passenger coach crashed along the Juba-Nimule road. 

The Bakulu coach was traveling from Juba to Kampala when the driver lost control and overturned at a bridge near Nesitu this morning.  

An eyewitness told Radio Miraya that the accident happened as the driver of a truck tried to overtake the bus and a trailer that was parked by the side of the road.

He tells us most of the passengers in the bus died. 

 

Eyewitness: “There are not more than 15 who are alive. Most of them they are dead, like 45 are dead. They are still there stuck on the chairs.  For us. we were following the first bus after the police station. The first bus left and we followed. So there was a trailer stuck along the way on the first bridge after Nesitu, between the bridge. So they didn’t put a sign when the trailer parked. So the trailer wanted to overtake and the bus was speeding. I think the bus driver wanted to defend himself, so the bus overturned.”

Marko Manut, a police officer working with the 777, was at the scene.  Manut says only three people survived the accident in a bus that was full of passengers.

President Salva Kiir has used his speech at the United Nations General Assembly to call for international support to help solve the conflict and stressed the government’s commitment to finding a peaceful solution.  

In his speech, President Kiir noted the humanitarian crisis brought about by the conflict and said those responsible for human rights violations would be held accountable.

He said the conflict is purely a political struggle for power and not an ethnic conflict. 

Kiir: "The conflict in South Sudan is purely a political struggle for power, not an ethnic conflict as it has been reported, which was brought on by my former Vice-President, who wanted to seize power by force. He was too impatient in his thirst for power and did not want to wait for general elections, which were scheduled to take place in 2015. My government is unwaveringly committed to resolve the conflict peacefully and my negotiating team has been in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, since January 2014 talking peace with the rebels to close this dark chapter in the history of our young country."
President Kiir also raised concerns about the mandate of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan.  
The President called for the readjusting of the mandate of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS, noting that the current mandate does not provide for capacity building, security sector reforms and recovery and development.

President Kiir also urged the UN Security Council to adjust the mandate with regards to the protection of civilians, allowing for protection of civilians outside protection of civilian sites. 

Kiir: “We humbly request the United Nations Security Council to reconsider this decision when the renewal of the UNMISS mandate comes up in November 2014. On the same note, we would further urge UNMISS to engage in reorientation of its activities related to its mandate to civilians protection, to shift from ‘protection-by-presence’ to ‘protection-by-action’. This is very important because their presence does not save the civilian population if they do not move.”

The President also spoke on climate change, condemned terrorism and pledged cooperation in the post-2015 global agenda – developed to succeed the 2015 Millennium development Goals.

Churches have formed a “pastor’s fellowship” with an aim of influencing the peace process.
The grouping is made up of pastors from different denominations who will meet regularly to pray and brainstorm on ways of bringing peace to the country.
The fellowship was formed during the just concluded National Repentance and Restoration conference held in Juba. 

Pastor Mawan Deng Dau of Juba International Chapel says the pastors will also debate on other issues affecting the country. 

Mawan: “We have established what we call pastors’ fellowship for pastors to come together into fellowship and pray and to begin to debate and think about issues of the land and see how they can help to government, how they can help the political parties, how they can help the opposition. So these pastors are from all denominations. We believe that the church is the only solution for the problem of the land. So we believe that after this conference the church is going play a big role to make sure that economical practice is clean, to make sure that educational practice is clean, to ensure that politics in this country is clean.”
More than 100 Muslim pilgrims have left for the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca.  

The pilgrims, all men, left from Juba International Airport this morning, to spend two weeks in Mecca El Mukarama of Saudi Arabia. 

The trip was sponsored by Saudi King Abdallah Ibin Abdalazziz. 

 A similar trip organized by the South Sudan Islamic Council was called off last week after only 26 people registered.  

Sheikh Abdullah Barach, the head of the organizing committee for pilgrimage in the Muslim Council, is part of the delegation that left this morning.  

We spoke with him before departure. 

Barach: “The pilgrimage that was postponed was due to money, the regular pilgrimage. This was supervised by the South Sudan Islamic Council and was postponed for administrative reasons. They were late in the process, many Muslims in South Sudan do not have money to go on a pilgrimage on their own. For that they were supposed to get sponsors but these processes were late and for that they were not able to go on the pilgrim journey.”
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A handbook seeking to make budgets more responsive to childrens’ needs has been distributed to policy makers. 

The handbook, entitled ‘child responsive budgeting’ was developed with support from Save the Children International. 

The chairperson of the sub-committee of the Child Social Welfare in the National Legislative Assembly, Scopas Taban Lokabang, says this book is designed to guide policy makers and uplift the standards of children in South Sudan. 

Lokabang: “It is given to policy makers all over the Republic of South Sudan in the National Assembly so that the child can be replete in the national budget. Children were reflected. The percentage of that reflection could not allow us to uplift the standard of the child in South Sudan to the level of other economies, regionally or Africa as a continent and even the world at large.”

Panyijar County in Unity State is struggling with an influx of displaced persons fleeing fighting in other parts of the state.  

The County Relief and Rehabilitation Coordinator, Michael Lot Gatluok, says the county is hosting up to 30,000 IDPs, displaced from Bentiu, Malakal and Leer.  

Gatluok says the county is struggling to support the IDPs and is seeking support from humanitarian agencies.  

Gatluok: “The humanitarian situation in Panyyijiar is difficult. Since March 2014, we have received 39,000 IPDS who have come from different directions. Some of them have come from Malakal, some come from Bentiu and others come from Lakes. So they are here in Panyijiar. So in May and June we have a number of people who fled to Amongping for food assistance when there was no food in the area.”

In regional news
Thousands of people protested in the Democratic Republic of Congo, calling on President Joseph Kabila to respect his country's constitution and step down when his second elected term ends in 2016.

A march in Kinshasa was peaceful but protesters in Goma, the biggest town in the volatile east, were dispersed by tear gas.

There are reports that Kabila is looking for ways to adjust the constitution to allow him stand for a third term in 2016. 

In Kinshasa, protesters demanded dialogue with the government, as many denounced Kabila as illegitimate.
Kabila came to power in 2001 when his father, Laurent, was assassinated in the middle of a conflict in which millions were killed.

In sports
The national Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sport has received a donation of sporting equipment from South Korea. 

The donation including balls, shoes, and other items were donated by “Hope for the Future”.  

The director of games in the ministry, Edward Settimo Yugu, says the equipment will be distributed to the states and IDP centers.

Yugu: “We have received a gift from the children of Korea through the Hope for the Future Foundation Korea and they have donated some sports items -- shoes and t-shirts, balls and some materials for football associations. We gave the football association packages they brought for the associations, so we have now in the container remaining shoes and t-shirts that are for the ministry. We received it and we are going to disturbed it according to the needy people in the states,  also in the IDPs Centers. We thank the Korean Foundation for this gift and they have promised us that every year they will send a container to South Sudan.
And, Samuel Pawon is here with an update in local football.
Pawon’s report:
In the ongoing football divisions’ tournaments, we start in Torit where Burkan FC was declared champ with 30 points at the top of the table.  Burkan FC sealed their victory one week to the end of the tournament after a 2-1 win over Keneite at Freedom Square, garnering them enough points to be declared victors. Still in Torit, Imatong and Keneite ended their match in a 2-all draw on Sunday evening, while in Wau, Sugr el Aswat beat Ahli 1-nil at the main stadium, while the match between Etihad and Fil ended in a goalless draw.  In Jonglei, Etihad FC beat Hureia 4-1 at Freedom Square and Awil Eslaha won its match against Akweam FC 2-1. In today’s matches, Malakeia takes on Rainbow at Juba Stadium and in Jonglei, White Bull play Unity FC at Freedom Square.  In Torit, Hilal take on Malakeia FC and in Wau this evening el Nil faces Salaam team. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.
To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Up to 50 people are feared dead Juba-Nimule road accident

· President Kiir tells UN assembly conflict is not ethnic and calls for readjustment of UNMISS mandate
· Panyijar County in Unity State faces influx of 30,000 IDPs
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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