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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines:
· Shootout at Yei military barracks leaves four SPLA soldiers dead
· More than 400 women march for peace in Juba
· Bodies of Ugandans killed in fatal bus accident repatriated home
Four SPLA soldiers have been killed in a shootout at Yei military barracks, in Central Equatoria State.  

Yei County Commissioner Bitali Gosma says the shooting erupted when two war-wounded soldiers got into a disagreement.  

Gosma says the clash is believed to have been linked to salary payments. 

Bitali Gosma: “There was a clash that involved exchange of bullets between two forces of the wounded heroes at the barracks at 9 am in Yei this morning. There are about seven people injured and four dead. Salaries for the wounded heroes had just been taken within the last few days to Yei and they were receiving their monthly salaries. One of the factors is related to the issue of the money and we have not got details as to exactly what is behind the issue of the salary. We have also been told there is the issue of power – that is another factor, but still we not got details on this. We have been told that these are the two issues that could link us to the cause of the problem.”

Gosma says the situation at the barracks remains tense.  

In Lakes State, 12 people, including four family members have been killed in an attack in Cueibet County.  

County Commissioner Mayom Malek says armed youth raided Abiriu payam and opened fire on Monday night.  

Malek says women and children were also killed. We voiced over his clip because of the bad quality of the phone line. 
Mayom Malek: “There were people who attacked Abiriu at night. They killed about eight people and wounded five. Seventeen cows were also killed. Among the dead are two children and three ladies. We suspect the youth came from Rumbek North. They were the suspects because they are on the ground. The bad thing now is the killing of children. If you come and see those wounded, two of them are in coma, according to the doctor in Cueibet. He actually informed us one of them cannot survive for six hours if there is no quick referral to be done to control the internal bleeding.”
The commissioner says the payam remains tense following the attack.  

He is calling for the deployment of security personnel and the arrest of the suspects, who he believes have crossed into a neighboring county.

More than 400 women have taken part in a procession for peace in Juba.  

The march included women parliamentarians, religious women, uniformed women and ordinary citizens.

Dressed in white as a symbol for peace, the women accompanied by a Police band, marched peacefully from the Garang mausoleum up to the Ministries where they handed a petition to Cabinet Affairs Minister, Martin Elia Lomuro calling for a peaceful solution to the conflict, and highlighting the suffering caused to the people.  

The petition was read out by Agnes Kwaje Losuba.

Agnes Kwaje Lasuba: “We affirm our individual and collective commitment to continue working for peace, healing and reconciliation, as the only avenue for development and prosperity in South Sudan. We plead with the warring parties to silence their guns, save lives and concentrate on dialogue in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation.”
Cabinet Minister Martin Elia Lomuro commended the women for their effort, noting it is the fourth time the ladies are holding a peace procession since the start of the conflict nine months ago.

The women handed a similar petition to the American embassy.

Onto the peace talks in Bahir Dar town in Ethiopia, where reports of progress continue to come out of the negotiations between the government and the opposition. 

The head of the opposition delegation, Taban Deng says both sides have agreed in principle, on the duration of a transitional government and are discussing possible compensation of people in the affected states. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Taban said the stumbling blocks remain the debate on adopting the federal system of governance and the positions and functions of the executive in the transitional government.  

Taban Deng: “We have agreed on the duration of an interim period of three years. We have almost agreed on the function of the transitional government of national unity. The structure of leadership that we would want is that we must have a President who is the executive and head of state, and we are asking for a prime minister who should be the head of government. The government is not moving on this. They want the status quo, where they have a President with all the powers and a Vice President with no powers like it is now in the country and then a Prime Minister who is not an executive. But the bigger issue is whether we go federal or not federal. This is the area which is bringing problems with the negotiators. We believe that if the two problems on the system of governance and the structure of leadership are overcome, then we have an agreement.”

A 45-day deadline for both sides to agree on the formation of a transitional government expires on the 15th of next month.  

Meanwhile, the United Nations-African Union Joint Task Force on Peace and Security has expressed its serious concern at the security and humanitarian situation in South Sudan.

The Joint Task Force has called on the warring parties to extend full cooperation to the IGAD-led mediation and meaningfully participate in the talks to conclude an inclusive peace agreement that addresses the root causes of the conflict. 

The Joint Task force met in New York, on the margins of the UN General Assembly.  
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Most of the bodies of Ugandans who perished in the fatal traffic accident along the Juba-Nimule highway have been repatriated home.

Pastor Rashid Kawawa of Juba International Miracle Ministry tells radio Miraya that only 11 bodies remain at Juba Teaching Hospital mortuary, with four bodies unidentified. 

Rashid calls on authorities in South Sudan to tighten traffic regulations.

 He was at Juba Hospital to collect the body of a fellow pastor who perished in the crash. 

Pastor Kawawa: “If they don’t control them, they will finish people. That is our pain. We are begging the country for the South Sudanese to help that so that we limit the death of the people. It was really very terrible. In fact many people are crying here. Most of the bodies they’ve already taken. They are only 11 remaining now and we are preparing to take them, as a way of helping – it is individual helping. It is only the Bakulu bus they just provided transport for those who do not have help.”  

We spoke with a man who lost a friend in the accident.  He blamed the accident on over speeding. 

Man: “The drivers speed too much. They should reduce their speed.  Many of our friends have died and we are here at Juba hospital but we are in sorrow. We would like to tell the bus drivers to reduce speed. We and our friends still want to live.”

Four newly appointed Members of Parliament have been sworn into the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Legislative Assembly.  

Joseph Rol Gau, David Puot Alich, and Kon Deng Chan were appointed by the State Governor, to replace three legislators who lost their seats after being convicted of crimes between 2010 and 2013, while Akot Kiir Ayii was appointed by the acting SPLM Party chairperson following the recent defection of his predecessor to the opposition.  

Speaking at the swearing-in ceremony, Deputy Northern Bhr el Ghazal State Governor, Salva Chol Ayat welcomed the new members and urged them not to distance themselves from their constituents. 

Salva Chol Ayat: “Our communities are in need of us. They need our services, both from the executive and the assemblies. Some do not know what is being discussed in the assembly and even in the council of ministers. So I beg all of us as soon as anything comes out, we have to involve our people. We need to go to our constituencies, sit with them and let them know what the government is doing.” 

The Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in South Sudan, Ellen Margrethe Loej says she is encouraged by the progress Bor town is making towards returning to normal life. 
In her first trip to Jonglei State as SRSG, Loej visited communities affected by the conflict and met with the State Governor and government officials. 

She says despite Jonglei being one of the states most affected by the conflict, citizens in the State Capital Bor are returning to their homes and are trying to get back to their lives.  

SRSG Loej: “I was very encouraged by the change that has taken place since the conflict erupted in December and with all the suffering and fighting that took place in and around Bor, that there has been a return to normality. One very clear sign of that is that the university in Bor – the John Garang University – recently reopened and I hope that this peace that has been established will continue to prevail.  We are all here to try our best to ensure that the citizens of South Sudan and the citizens of Jonglei State can pursue their lives in the future in peace and aspire to prosperity”.

Bor county commissioner, Agot Alier recently told Radio Miraya up to 30,000 people had returned to their homes in Bor town. 

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more:
************************************

Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing football divisions’ tournaments, Malakia FC won its match against Rainbow team with a score of two goals to nil at Juba stadium on Monday evening. In Kuajok, Abyei United beat Future Boys 4-2, while in Wau, the match between El nil and Salam was postponed due to heavy rain. In Yambio, Western Equatoria State, Mukongo United thrashed Green State 10 goals to nil at Gbudue stadium. In Second Division games, Hilal beat Malakeia 5-1 at the Torit Freedom Square, and in Jonlgei White Bull defeated Unity FC 4-1.

In today’s matches, table leaders Sugr el aswat take on Etihad FC in what is expected to be a tough match. Sugr el aswat need to win today’s game to be declared champs of the season. Still in Wau, Hai el Fahal will play against el Fil team at Wau main stadium, while Bilfam Warriors takes on Freedom Boys at the Gbudue stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
     

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Shootout at Yei military barracks leaves four SPLA soldiers dead

· More than 400 women march for peace in Juba

· Bodies of Ugandans killed in fatal bus accident repatriated home

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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